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A movement of local
churches supported
by REGIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS,
COLLEGES and
SPECIALIST TEAMS.
Collectively known as
BAPTISTS TOGETHER

13

London
Baptists




The Declaration of Principle

1. That our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, God manifest in
the flesh, is the sole and absolute authority in all matters
pertaining to faith and practice, as revealed in the Holy
Scriptures, and that each Church has liberty, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to interpret and administer His
laws.

2. That Christian Baptism is the immersion in water into the
Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, of those
who have professed repentance towards God and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ who ‘died for our sins according to the
Scriptures; was buried, and rose again the third day’.

3. That it is the duty of every disciple to bear personal
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to take partin
the evangelisation of the world.



Local Churches Matter

* Local churches discern God's calling in their
context

* Members participate in decisions
* Leaders serve alongside the congregation

* Churches seek to listen to their
communities

* Churches can experiment, innovate and
respond locally

Baptists Together exists to help churches
flourish




Baptist identity, vision & values

REGIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS
BAPTISTS TOGETHER

A family of local churches .
associating together locally, / \
regionally and nationally for .

the sake of God’s mission Serving,
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BRITISH BAPTIST HISTORY - A brief introduction

An English Baptist
church is formed in

Amsterdam
underleadership of
Thomas Helwys and
John Smyth,
following contact
with the Mennonites

1517 1609 1612

Martin Luther
launches the
Reformation in
Germany.

The radical
Anabaptists reject

infant baptism

The first Particular
(Calvinistic) Baptist
Church emerges
when members
ofaLondon
congregation are

baptised as believers

Abolition of
Slavery with
William Knibb,

Regional
Associations were
formed following
the denominational
consultion in 1996

BMS

missionary, an

important

campaigner

Formation
of Baptist
Missionary
Society

Baptist Unions
were formed in
Wales and Scotland
during the 1860s

1642 1770 1792 1832 1833 1853 1860 1890

Helwys returns to
England and forms
the first General
Baptist Church in

London

1853-1892,
Charles Spurgeon’s
ministry in London

Area Superintendents
(regional Ministers)
created

1903 1905 1916 1919 1999

Formation of the
Baptist World Alliance

The Baptist Union,
originally created in 1813,
is recognised to become
an umbrella body for all
Baptists

The Deaconesses

Order established
as was The Home

Mission Fund

Woman ministers
officially recognised
and trained by the
Baptist Union

For further information visit the Baptist Historical Society : baptisthistory.og.uk

The Futures Process led
to a slimming down of
national resourcing with
increased responsibility
given to Regional
Associations

2007 2012 2013

Baptists Together is
launched as the new
national identity and
Lynn Green becomes
the first female
General Secretary







‘Subverting Empire: Lessons from
Sam Sharpe on Institutional
Injustice and Church
Responsibility’

27 October 2026 .




“If you’ve met one Baptist church, you’ve met one
Baptist church”




“We are not the only way to be the church. We're one
particular way of trying to follow Jesus — with some
convictions we hold quite strongly, and some
discussions we are still having.”
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