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John Giannandrea

The real safety question, 

if you want to call it 

that, is that if we give 

these systems biased 

data, they will be biased



‘Successful 

transformation 

requires a balanced 

approach combining 

strategic vision, 

cultural readiness and 

technical excellence’



Tower of Babel 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder 1563

Genesis 11.1-9

Science as saviour

Science as source of power 

and division
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[AI]…might disrupt or 

even overturn the 

current geopolitical 

order …

[yet] to ban 

development of new 

technologies is itself a 

risk… 

[since] technologically 

stagnant societies are 

historically unstable 

and prone to collapse
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Any attempt to transform 

a social system without 

addressing both its 

spirituality and its outer 

forms is doomed to failure
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Hopeful realists



AI  Empowered and/or Overpowered?
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Empowered

• Supporting research

• Connecting the world

• Education

• Supporting medical interventions

• Supporting humanitarian work

• Challenging the economic status quo

• Supporting new types of collaborative AI creativity



Overpowered

Regulation outpaced by technology

• International AI Arms race
• Existential risk
• Emphasis on productivity
• Increased AI mediation of social fabric
• Democracy    
• Increased use of and reliance on advanced technologies
• Amplification of cultural bias
• Haves and have nots – Work, Women, Racial representation



Questions and 
practices for 
the church 

responding to 
AI and related 
technologies

Paying attention! 
Discerning the 

direction of travel

Public discourse? 
Standing for justice

Can the Church 
model something  

different as it engages 
with technology?

Resisting ‘Tech Determinism’

Engagement with 
people in the tech 
development field

Speaking into society
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