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The Joint Public Issues Team helps our Churches to work 
together for peace and justice through listening, learning, 

praying, speaking and acting on public policy issues.
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Poverty
A society where the poorest and 

most marginalised are at the centre

Politics
A politics characterised by 

listening, kindness and 
truthfulness

Peace
A world which actively 

works for peace

Refugees
A society that 
welcomes the stranger

Environment
A planet where the 
environment is renewed

Economy
A just economy that enables 
the flourishing of all life

SIX 
HOPES

www.jpit.uk/sixhopes



Beyond the Crisis

1. Where are we now?

2. Where has this crisis come from?

3. What do the Churches have to offer 

into this situation?



Where are we now?







What does poverty in the UK look like?

Working-age adult

8.3m 4.6m 1.3m

Children

Pension-age

Social Metrics Commission (2019)



Poverty hits some groups disproportionately
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From: JRF Poverty in the UK 2018





Questions for discussion

1. Does this picture resonate with what you are seeing 

and experiencing?

2. How has your Church been responding?

3. What are you hearing and learning through this?



Where has this 
crisis come from?



Household wealth increased

Source: GLA (2020): analysis of ONS WAS Waves 1-4 



Foodbank use and destitution increase

Source: Trussell Trust and JRF Destitution the UK (2021)
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What do the Churches 
have to offer into 

this situation?



Using Universal Credit as a worked 
example



6 benefits into 1

Tax Credits Child Tax Credits

Income Support

JSA
(Job Seekers Allowance)

Housing Benefit

ESA
(Employment Support 

Allowance)

Contributory benefits & PIP/DLA are not in UC

Single monthly 

payment



Source: OBR 2018: Data for household claims when fully rolled out in 2022-23
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Who will get Universal Credit?



Universal Credit “single taper”
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Food insecurity and Universal Credit

53.8% 
of adults in receipt of Universal 

Credit skipped meals because they 

cannot afford them 
(monthly rate)

Source: Food Foundation. Months to Sept 2022 
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-insecurity-tracking





Universal Credit “Theory of Change”



Policy levers shapes delivery

Effective delivery leads to attitude & behaviour change

Changes in attitudes and behaviours leads to better 

labour market outcomes





Universal Credit “single taper”

W
o
rk

 

A
llo

w
a
n

c
e

Earnings

U
n
iv

e
rs

a
l C

re
d

it
55p of UC is removed 

for every £1 earned 





@PublicIssues

www.jpit.uk


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

