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Abstract

In Christian Worship, allofhumani ty i s i nvited t dsciiesrticipa
around the world become increasingly multicultural, intercultural worship enables

churches to celebrate unity in diversity. Existing literature and resources for intercultural

worship are largely written concerning adults. My project was designed to explore

intercultural worship as a means of connecting children in the local church with the

cultures of the Bible, the world and their context. Action based research methods were
usedtodesignand evaluatet r ai ni ng wor ks hops efuppingthdmitd dr en
create an intercultural family worship service. Evaluation of participant feedback revealed

the importance of reflecting together in a diverse team, establishing a Biblical rationale,
encouraging reciprocity and building relationships. Developing training and resources for
intercultural worship with families and children canenablee ver yone t o parti c

story.
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Glossary

Monocultural: Where everyone is from the same culture, or everyone does things

according to the dominant culture.

Multicultural: Where many cultures are present but not necessarily connected or related

together.

Intercultural: Where different cultures are together and actively relate to and learn from

one another.

Intercultural Worship: &her e unity in diversity is celeb

and enjoying diverse worship expressions through worshipping God together.d

Intercultural

Monocultural  Multicultural Intercultural

The difference between Monocultural Multicultural and Intercultural 2

1 Songs2Serve 2021.
2 After Gittins 2018. Workshop 2, Slide 14. Appendix 6.



Introduction to the Project: Changing the Playlist

In the Spring on 2019, Iwas helpingi n t he chil drends progr amme
away. The children enjoyed creative and engaging activities, heard the story of Jonah and
sangsongsabout God bei ng.6bhese geageal godd thimgs buBas they

acted out the story of Jonah, | wondered whether the children knew that this story was set

in the Middle East? As they sang together with their church community, | wondered

whether they knew that G o d éharch is a global phenomenon? And knowing we live in

one of the most multicultural cities in the UK, | wondered how they would connect their

faith with their multicultural context?

While the children made a giant poster of a
from the UK and USA was playing, they were all good songs, but | longed to hear and see
children from the whole world telling G o d ét@y. After a quick search | found a video of

children around the world singing Kool and the Gangd éelebration,d and changed the

playlist to something more global but wished | could have found a playlistofc hi | dr en 6 s

Christian worship songs from around the world.

This quest to find ways to connect children in the local church with the culture of the Bible,

the cultures of the world and the cultures of our city became the seed for this project. Two

years later, | designed a series of training workshopsf or chi | dr en b6 singmor k e |
an intercultural family service. This portfolio describes the process from project design and
background research (Chapters 1 & 2) to project implementation and evaluation (Chapters

3 & 4). The final conclusion reflects back on this process and suggests next steps for the

future.

3 Stocker 2007.
4 Playing for Change 2015.



Chapter 1 Project Design

1.1 Introduction

This project is focused on intercultural worship® for children and families, exploring what

the Bible says about diversity, considers the relationship between cultural diversity and
worship and then practically how that can be embraced in a particular church community.
Having explored these issues | will facilitate a series of training sessions for a group of
childrends workers who wildl | earn together

a

wor ship that model and teach about belonging

people. The chosen context is a church | have been part of 30 years, although almost 20
of those years were spent in cross cultural work overseas. Living in diverse communities
in Asia | discovered that differences including ethnicity, religion, language and culture can
create great challenges as well as rich beauty. Returning to my home church | became an
outsider again which caused me to reflect on what unites diverse people and how we can

express our togetherness as Christians.

1.2 Rationale

Firstly, there is an expressed desire for Knighton Free Church (KFC) to become more

culturally conscious and diverse. The church

city, and we want to reflect that in our church family, so we want to grow in our diversity as

a chdémTha. é6hi |l dtryéstivielg andrgrowingswith midweek groups, Sunday
clubs, a weekly childrendés slot as part of
There is also a Saturday Family Hub which before the pandemic met once a month. This

event involves craft activi t | e s , games, story, song and f

Churchd. The Family Hub has the strap |ine:

join oursbo. During |l ockdown various groups
of creativity has been unleashed, with songs, stories and activities for families and

children shared on the church website, YouTube channel and other social media. It would

5 See glossary.
6 Knighton Free Church, 2015.

00
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be good to harness this creativity in enable

increase the emphasis on welcome to all people.

Secondly, the context we are in means that we need to address this issue. Leicester is

one of the most ethnically diverse cities in the UK’, yet our church is far less multicultural

than the city as a whole and less diverse than its surrounding suburbs. For example, the

| ocal pari sh, R is B03% Asian, and $et it isNdfien stilbperceived to be

white, middle class. The church is becoming more ethnically diverse, but this is not often
explicitly acknowledged or celebrated. We have several families from Eastern Europe, a

few from Asian and African countries, but most leaders of Sunday school,c hi | dr en 6 s
and family services are white British. Several children speak a different language at home

to the one they speak at school or church. Children are in school with classmates from

different ethnic or religious backgrounds, and yet we rarely speak explicitly about diversity

in church. | wondered whether those from different cultural/ethnic backgrounds feel a part

of things? Are there barriers to people from different backgrounds attending? And what

could we do to help people feel more welcome? There is a need to address the question,
6given that we are situat ed dgagewiththé factthaewec est e

are a multicultural city and have the beginn

Thirdly, there is a Biblical mandate for our worship to include people from all nations,

tribes, peoples and languages. In the Bible we learn that God made all people in his

image (Gen 1:27) and throughout the Bible we see the unfolding plan of God to restore all
things to himself (Col 1:20). Godds peopl e i
blessing to all nations (Gen 12:2, 17:4, 18:18) and throughout the Old Testament the

People of God were commanded to welcome the alien and the stranger. Other nations

were drawn to God through his people and wel
includes people from other ethnic groups, such as Rahab and Ruth. Jesus reminded

people that his message was for all people throughout his life, and in his final words he
commanded that the good news be preached to all nations. The early church soon spread

beyond the Jewish people and Paul wrote that all people belong together in one body (1

Cor 12:13, Gal 3:28 and Col 3: 1Thgreianeitherdewv i s i
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in
ChristJesus.0 Gal 3: 28. Th e reessaid on thimtopicha thmead renning romb

7"BBC 2012.
8 Parish Records 2020.



Genesis to Revelation where we seaaynatibnat t her
tribe, people and language6 wor s hi pi ng God ( RBlepeopldindig . I f G
image, then we need people from every culture to help us see the full 360-degree picture

of what God is like.

Fourthly, there is a gap in literature and resources about intercultural worship from the

perspective of children and families. Most literature and resources about multicultural

church and intercultural worship focuses on adults or a specific demographic such as

refugee and asylum seekers, international students or Third Culture Kids (TCKs).

Similarly, there is a lot written for children about all people in terms of mission to other

places, but less about learning from the global church and how our churches can
celebrate all the peoplewe have among us. Childrendés book:
mission heroes of the past usually from the west going to the rest of the world. Very few

songs and resources for children and familie

family and the contribution throughout history of children and families from all nations.

The expressed need, the needs of the multicultural context, the Biblical mandate and the
need for training and resources about interc

this a compelling research project.
Context

The context for the project is Knighton Free Church, a lively, active, growing,

multigenerational church in the multicultural suburbs of Leicester. Knighton Free Church is
amostly monocultural®c hur ch in one of t hé%cilieKkAssitismost mul
moderately | arge church, a sgmarisiryéssramgre oup, S u
manageable size to focus on yet could still have a considerable impact on those who

participate as well as the whole congregation.

9 See glossary for definition of monocultural.

10 See glossary for definition of multicultural.
5



1.3 Proposal

The project will bring together a team to design a family service incorporating songs,
stories and activities that connect meaningfully with the KFC church family with a theme of
unity and diversity in the body of Christ. The specific biblical passage is yet to be chosen,
but possible scriptures include Psalm 24, Joel 2, Galatians 3:28, Ephesians 2 or
Colossians 3:11. We will focus on the fact that we are all different, but all belong together

in Godoés family.
Project Proposal

I ntercul tur al c hi | d wié e dnplennentediovern arseriesofrsessiond n g
either on zoom or in person (COVID-19 regulations permitting). The aim is to show a

biblical motivation for our attitude to people of all cultures, consider models of worship

which will help us to highlight and encourage participation from diverse cultures and spark
creativity in the group to create resources for use in corporate worship. The training will

take place during evenings or weekends in April and May culminating in the creation of an
intercultural family service towards the end of May celebrating belonging together in

Go d 6 srsedgiobaldamily.

I nitially | want to research peoplebds attitu
worship, understand more about how a family service is structured and reflect on biblical

and theological themes. | will then focus on preparing for the workshops and inviting

people to join. For each workshop there will be teaching, participation, creativity and

music culminating in the creation of songs, stories and activities for use in the family

service. | hope that both the content and the way it is facilitated will model intercultural

community. Once the workshops are prepared the focus will shift to planning the family

service which will be a creative, collaborative project exemplifying what we are all

learning. Afterwards | will evaluate both the training and the family service to reflect on

what has been learned.



Significant Persons

A engage with significant people includ
| eader , musicians and a t eam woldldinclhde betveeen 6 s w
six to eight participants, preferably from a variety of cultural backgrounds. | have

di scovered that | eaders for childrends actiyv
leadership of the church, so envisioning the church leaders about the project will be an

important step.

In preparation | am getting to know key people in the congregation, discovering the

nationalities, languages, ethnic and cultural groups that are present whilst also being

mindful of diversity in terms of male and female and differing ages and abilities.
Preliminary conversations have begun with th
the focus should be to meet the needs of the context. | have also begun speaking with

people who are in families with more than one culture, or who have lived in different

pl aces as well as people who have lived in L
makes you feel a sense of welcome and belong
wel come and bel ongang?yoWhadeenstleest aken to c
6Have you sung any songs which cel ebr &tte di v
would also be helpful to Iearn from people i

ministry in multicultural settings.

In all these interactions ethical issues will be considered, the project explained, and
approval sought so that people understand what they are taking part in and where it may
be used. This will be especially important for the family service which is videoed and live

streamed.

1Chi | dr e nidBiverSity and Belonging. Appendix 1.
7



Timetable

January i project design

February i background research

March i planning the workshops

April T Facilitate workshops 3-4 x 90 min sessions on zoom

May I Sunday morning family service and begin evaluation

June i evaluate workshops and family service, begin writing
July - write up

Evaluation

The project will be evaluated in several different ways to evaluate the preparation, training
and resulting family service and its impact on the training participants and the wider

congregation.

The Training: For participants in the training, pre- and post-training questionnaires will be

used. The pre-training questionnaire will focus on what participants know and understand

already about each of the main themes. A post-training gquestionnaire will look at growth in

the areas identified in the pre-training questionnaire and assess what they have learned

about |l eading and participating in intercult
understand God in a new way? Understand children/families from other cultures in a new

way? What did it reveal to them about their own culture?

The Family Service: | will evaluate the content and the delivery of the family service and
the response of the church congregation by recording personal reflections and conducting

informal interviews and through a short questionnaire after the service.



1.4 Focus

I hope to see growth in knowledge and understanding of Biblical teaching about diversity

and belonging, a deeper understanding and skills in cultural awareness and a growth in
understanding of and planning for intercultural Christian worship. | would also love to

spark creativity to develop new songs and resources for worship in our context. The

primary focus is on the training participants, but | hope that the results of the training will

impact those who take part in the resulting family service and will have ripple effects out to

the wider congregation. In the longer term | would love to see more diversity among
childrends worker s, greater welcome and i ncl
church, and an ability to attract and engage with a wider range of children and families in

our multicultural city.

The project will contribute to greater inclusion and welcome at Knighton Free Church by
training a group of childrenbs workers to cr
that includes perfoomance of <chil drends songs and storie
diverse people belonging together to produce growth in understanding of different cultures

that helps the church move towards deeper fellowship and more meaningful worship.

1.5 Specific Academic Research

Biblical: Diversity and Belonging

| will look at the theme of diversity in the people of God from Creation, through the Old

Testament and into the New Testament. Important themes will be the image of God, the

people of God and the worshipofGod6s people. The research wi
diverse people are an integral part of Godoés

consider the writings of Chris Wright!2, Harvey Kwiyani*® and Bruce Milne!* and others.

12 Wright 2010.
13 Kwiyani 2020.
14 Milne 2008.



Cultural: Celebrating Unity and Diversity in Worship

Having considered the importance of diversity from a Biblical perspective, | will research
the way culture impacts our worship and look at different ways of becoming more
culturally conscious in our worship together. Authors | am researching include: Kathy
Black®®, Van Opstal'®, lan Collinge!” and Michael Hawn*®. The Nairobi Statement on

Worship and Culture®® will also be a helpful framework.
Practical: Adapting Worship Planning Models for All-Age Worship

The practical aspects of the research will investigate models of planning a structure or

6l iturgy6 for Christian worship and will l oo
age worship. The work of Constance Cherry?°, Robert Webber?!, and dMessy Churchd

Theology?2.

Contextual/Creative: Creating Stories and Songs Together

It will be beneficial to research teaching strategies and the workshop creation process
|l ooking at effective methods for participato
Together® (CLAT)and Saur manods Hvoay keruseful fo\dpaekind) creativity.

1.6 Conclusion: Summary Statement
Exploring intercultural worship for families and children will be a means of developing

growth in understanding of diversity and belonging that helps the church move towards

deeper fellowship and more meaningful worship as a church community.

15 Black 2000.

16 VVan Opstal 2016.

17 Collinge 2013.

18 Hawn 2003.

19 The Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture 1996.
20 Cherry 2010.

21 Webber 2008.

22 Lings 2013.

23 Schrag 2013.

24 Saurman 2014.

10



Chapter 2 Background Research

2.1 Introduction: Children and Multicultural Church

The phenomenon of multicultural churches has grown in recent decades as communities
around the world have become more diverse, especially in urban areas. The terms multi-
ethnic, multiracial, multicultural®® and intercultural have been used to describe churches
which serve diverse congregations, but for many the term intercultural®® is preferred as it
implies interaction between cultures rather than each culture being separate. Multicultural
Church literature is found across fields including Diaspora Missiology, Contextual
Theology, Ethnodoxology, Worship studies, and Practical Theology.

Music Scholar Harold M Best?’d e f i nes wor ship as o6the contin
am, allthat 1 do, and allthatlcan ever become in | ight Thid a <c
definition is broad, but in this study the term worship is being used more narrowly to

describe corporate worship in a church community. Songs2Serve, part of Intercultural

Church Plants Europe, describe intercultural church as:

A community that reflects, embraces and enjoys the diversity of its context, and by the
power of the gospel transcends it and creates one new community in Christ where
unity in diversity is c eglardlenjogingeliderséworslepf | ect i ng,
expressions through worshipping God together.?8
Most literature about multicultural church is written concerning adults, with little discussion
of how intercultural worship relates to families and children. This paper will first consider
why intercultural worship matters, and then move on to look at what it is, how it can be
planned for, and how models of intercultural worship could be adapted for use with
children and families. Some churches are intentionally intercultural, and others are just
beginning to think about how to respond to growing diversity, but the questions posed are

relevant for all churches wherever they are on that journey.

25 See glossary for definition of multicultural.
26 See glossary for definition of Intercultural.
27 Best 2003, 18.
28 Songs2Serve 2021.

11



2.2 Biblical: Why Does Intercultural Worship Matter?

Intercultural worship matters because from the beginning God planned to be in

relationship with the people He created in his image. From a missio Dei approach,

emphasized by Bosch?® and given Old Testament backstory by Wright,*° the idea of God

drawing all people into relationship with Him can be seen from Genesis to Revelation.

Worship leader Josh Davis®! also emphasizes the missio Dei - worship is focused on God

and not us, expressing Godds heart for all p

havebeen chosen to illustrate Godds heart for

221Wor ship and GddahsldPebperyone willybshar

Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness; they will sing with joy about
your righteousness. Ps 145:7 (NLT)

TheologianPeter s st ated that 6The Psalter is one o
w o r ¥ The dreatness of God and the universal reach of his love and faithfulness flows
throughout the Old Testament and is clearly seen in the Psalms of worship. Psalm 145
exhorts Goddéds people to praise God for His s
the universality of Godo6s reign through ti me
c hi mi n*gthrdughbut tiie Psalm. One generation will tell the story of God to another,

all of creation will praise God, so that all people might know. This Psalm helps to teach

that God desires for all to be included, young and old, and wherever people are from.
222Wor ship and God6és:0Fom.i sks alhne Ualo7 @ nsadl |

Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.
For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord.

29 Bosch 1991.
30 Wright 2006.
31 Davis 2013, 57.
32 peters 2000, 115-6
33 Wright 2006, 25.
12



Jesus, Gododés son was Jewish and cel ebrated t
were Jesusd song book. When Jesus and his di
supper at Passover time (Matt. 26:30, Mark 14:26) , t hey wer e #aleldgi ng f
psalms (Psalm113-1 18) about Goddés | ove and fwawdshipf ul n
God. From the beginning of the record of Jes
women and *gerstuislébesmiini stry extended beyond tt
demonstrated that all were welcome, especially the marginalized. He rebuked those who

denied children access to him (Matt.19:14) and those who prevented the temple from
accommodating all nations (Matt. 21:13). The Great Commission is not the first time we

|l earn of Jesusd6 heart for all nationsd, it wa
wor ship. Der ek Ki dnypselmis greaeirsfaith, and its redchis i s
enormous,®6f i nding its propheti c falidatfons)tibhesnt i n Re
peoples, andtongueswi | |  wor shi p6é Goil). PaalguatestPeaim 1{7/Re v . 7 :
(Rom.15:11) as he exhorts the church to accept one another and with one mind and voice

glorify the God and father of the Lord Jesus.

223Wor s hi p anNéw lumndnitys Ephesians 2:18 @ll of us can comeb
(NLT)

0 éow in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christé Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with Godébés people and al so members of
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.d6 E p h . -22 (NIvV) 19
In Ephesians 2:11-22, we see God bringing Jew and Gentile together as one new
humani ty, fellow citizens and members of one
richest passage listing the benefits that have accrued to the nations through the work of
Godi n C Réhard sidtes that Christ replaces the temple as the centre of worship (Eph
5:22) . In this new 6templed no one is to be
near, the gospel is to both go to all nations, and the nations are to be gathered in to

Christ¥ The 6new humanityd unkégdt o nBwiarguimdiip| o & 6

34 Keener 2012.
35 Kidner 2008, 446.
36 Wright 2006, 524.
37 Wright 2006, 524.
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that separation into people groups is unbiblical, and is an idea followed through by
Malcolm Patten.*® This is not to say that we should ignore difference, as our differences
are repeatedly mentioned in scripture. But we are part of the same family and despite our
many differences: ability, age, culture, ethnicity, gender, language, nationality, power,

religious background and more, can unite in Christ. (Col 3:11, Gal 3:28).
2.3 Cultural: What is Intercultural Worship?

2.3.1 Cultural Consciousness

An awareness of our own and othersod culture
worship. Culture has been described by American Liturgist Kathy Black, asiit h e -omor e
less integrated systems of ideas, feelings, and values and their associated patterns of

behavior and products shared by a group of people who organize and regulate what they

think, feel and do.d° Black uses the term @ulturally consciouséworship which:

Intentionally works with a consciousness of: 1. Our multiracial, multiethnic and

multicultural society and world. 2. The cultural diversity (its gifts and challenges)

present in the congregation. 3. Persons who experience living on the margins and

living with inequity of power.*!
It matters because without that consciousness there is a danger of ethnocentrism,
especially from the dominant group, differences can be ignored, and the minorities may
not value their own identity and contribution. Sandra Maria Van Opstal*? similarly
describesthemy t h o f 0 n o wheee thosaio thesnfgjoripy@ssume that the way
they do things is 6énormal é and everyormese el se
&ongregants from underrepresented communities typically learn what kind of multi-ethnic
community it isé And adapt to the expectatio
a visitor than an act ual * ®ensekiziredthbt duttheé gnalt h e
is reconciliation, God calls people to himself and to one another, which takes hospitality,

solidarity and mutuality.

38 Milne 2006.
39 patten 2016.
40 Hiebert 1985, 30.
41 Black 2000, 12.
42 Van Opstal 2016, 49.
43 Van Opstal 2016, 63.
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2.3.2 Worship and Culture

In teaching about worship and culture the Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture,** is

a helpful framework for giving people insight into what is universal in worship and what is

culturally specific. Firstly, worship is transcultural or beyond culture in that some elements

are universal, such as: gathering, praygre Lor do
Secondly, worship is contextual that is each place and time has a unique expression.

Thirdly, worship is counter-cultural: challenging what is contrary to the gospel in a culture.

Fourthly, worship is cross-cultural, making possible sharing between local cultures.

Intercultural worship builds on this idea of contextual worship,a wa r e tpdopaletfrond é

urban contextsé often enjoy a mix of styles, ideas and instruments from the global

community.d®

2.3.3 Worship as Formation

Several authors write of the counter-cultural and formational nature of worship and

connect that to the future vision of the church. Michael Hawn**s t at es t hat we S

ourselves into a new r eal i tbecorbe adashikul, vispnag,wh a t
inclusive church?6 | n HK&anOpstlaé&scribed Aot o bridggax t  Wo
future vision into the present. Whe&%®her it i

O6mul ti cul t*orralé iwnotresrhciypfatll are laoking fioovard th fhepvision in
Revelation of all nations worshiping together. This vision is not yet fully realised, but it is
relevant in the here and now because of the diversity of the global and local church and

the need to | ihumantas Godds hnew

44 The Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture 1996.
45 Songs2Serve 2021.
46 Hawn 2013, 430.
47 Van Opstal 2016.
48 Black 2000.
49 Davis and Lerner 2015.
50 Songs2Serve 2021.
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2.4 Practical and Artistic: Planning Intercultural Christian

Worship

2.4.1 Structuring Worship

Thinking about structure is a helpful tool for planning worship. American theologian,
Robert Webber®! describes worship as a meeting between God and people with a

structure that tells a story. Liturgy 1is

des

peopled or more practically, the structure o

The language and forms of worship Webber describes may seem unfamiliar at first but are
helpful in thinking through the transcultural elements of worship such as gathering, word,
table/response, and sending. Constance Cherry,*? a music and worship specialist from the
US, has likened planning worship to being an architect, creating spaces for people to join
in God centred, participatory worship. Similarly, UK worship leader Sam Hargreaves®®

likens planning worship to designing to a brief that enables others to worship.

I long for the songs | write, the resources | make and the services | help lead to be
simple, elegant and beautiful solutions to the issues of how to help diverse
congregations express themselves to God, and to allow God to reveal himself to his
people today.>*

2.4.2 Encouraging Diversity

As well as thinking about structure, there is a need to think about how to develop worship
that encourages diversity. Ethnomusicologist lan Collinge®® states that in moving from
monocultural to multicultural worship, there is a need to first assess the current approach
to unity and diversity and then seek ways to encourage musical diversity. These include
learning songs, planning inspiring experiences and using accessible songs. Multi-ethnic
worship leader, Josh Davis®® gives more practical ideas and emphasises the need to look,

listen and be willing to be uncomfortable.

51 Webber 2009.
52 Cherry 2010, xiii.
53 Hargreaves 2021.
54 Hargreaves 2021.
55 Collinge 2013, 438.
56 Davis 2013, 57-59.
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2.4.3 Facilitating Creativity

A tool for encouraging creativity and developing new resources for worship is the use of
arts workshops. Saurman and Saurman®’ have used arts workshops around the world to
help communities achieve their goals and emphasise the need to be flexible and to listen
well to participants needs, their Worship Wheel®® is a helpful tool for looking at the
purpose of different creative arts. The approaches of practitioners®® who have been on
this journey before will also be helpful in considering how to create and introduce new

songs.

57 Saurman and Saurman 2013, 380.

58 Saurman and Saurman 2013, 383.

59 Collinge 2013, Songs2Serve 2021, Davis 2013.
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2.5 Contextual: Adapting Intercultural Worship for Children and

Families

2.5.1 Expanding the Vision

Expanding the vision of all age worship could be a way to be more intentionally

intercultural. All age worship and family focused events in church are already places of

innovation where songs and bible stories are communicated in a fun and engaging way

and the o6a@rdmalnotul appl y. Th & arechmmostoméiny Me s sy
UK church activities with families and children. Lings®! notes that it is andall-age fresh

expression of church that offers counter-cultural transformation of family life through

families coming together to be, to make, to eat and to celebrate God.6The structure and

style of all age worship is an excellent foundation for adopting in a multicultural context but

would require intentionality. Karen Eastham®i n her mul ticul tur al c hi
in the US, decided it was important to explicitly state that they were committed to diversity

and racial reconciliation and to intentionally build culturally diverse teams.%3
2.5.2 Creating Content

Creating content for intercultural all age worship can focus on the message itself, using
different cultural forms and hearing more diverse voices. For example, finding songs for
children on the theme of belonging and diversity®* as well as finding songs for children
from many languages.® Several groups®® have collected intercultural worship resources

for use in churches, and a similar colfictio

60 Messy Church 2021.

61 Lings 2013, 157.

62 Eastham 2010, 121.

63 Eastham 2010, 123.

64Chi | dr e n-ODéverstpamdyBelonging. Appendix 1.
65Chi | dr e nds M&ny baggsiagésrAppandix 2.

66 Arts Release (WEC International), Inspiro Arts (Operation Mobilization), Songs2Serve
(Intercultural Church Plants Europe).

67 Jippii2021.
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a childrenbds mission with aidiehpiasisenhatchildtemoi r s

need to understand what they are singing, and songs should be written at a singable
pitch. As well as collecting resources, many are creating new songs for themselves. Most
participatory workshops have been facilitated by adults with adults,®® but these could be
adapted for use with families and children. Musician Christopher Mazen®® has used this
approach to give voice to urban youth through songwriting workshops expressing

individual and collective identity in Christ.

2.6 Conclusion to Background Research Paper

Intercultural all-age worship is not simply a response to current calls for diversity and
inclusion, it has a biblical mandate. The Bible states that everyone will share the story, all
nations and peoples are to praise God and that the church is to be a place where all can
come and become part of the body of Christ. Culturally, there is a call to move away from
ethnocentrism to a recognition that we all have a culture. There is a need for hospitality so
that we are welcoming one another, solidarity so that we are standing with one another
and mutuality because we need one another.” Worship needs to pay attention to its
cultural and future context, so that we can reflect the makeup of the church and sing itself
into a new reality.”* Practically, worship can be designed in a way that helps people to
worship following biblical models, while encouraging unity, diversity and creativity. Finally,
intercultural worship can be adapted to an all-age worship setting by expanding the vision

and developing intercultural content.t For O6everyone to tell the

to be heard.

68 Saurman and Saurman 2013, 380.
69 Mazen 2017.
70 VVan Opstal 2016.
71 Hawn 2013.
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Chapter 3 Practical Implementation Report

3.1 Introduction

The background research paper explored biblical, cultural, practical and contextual
themes to provide aframe wor k f or wor kshops to equip chil
intercultural family service. This chapter describes the implementation of the project

including the planning, the workshop design and the family service.

3.2 Contextual Analysis

The project took place at Knighton Free Church in Leicester, a church with around 200
members and a vi br afhereis &pedceptiorthat Sweni ai st Eygl i
a fairly mon o’dhutthe teality is pechhps difierent. There are families and
individuals from Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia, including migrants, international

students and British ethnic minorities. Many people speak other languages at home and

several church members have lived overseas. The church is becoming more multicultural,

but this is not often visible in leadership or style of worship.

The researcher met with the Pastor and the elder with responsibility for children and

young people who agreed that helping the church to relate to an increasingly diverse
community is important. The chi |l drends ministry team | ead
worker were also enthusiastic giving helpful input. A national advisor on children with

additional needs based at the church also gave valuable input.” There is a shared desire

to help those in the majority to understand the minority experience and increase a sense

of belonging for everyone in the church.

Working directly with children was not easy during the pandemic, so it was decided that
training children6s worrksevassan aterrcativéewayafr act i ng
connecting with families. The pandemic restrictions meant that workshops took place

online, were shorter and less practical and creative than originally planned. By the time of

72 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 9. Appendix 19.
73 Morgan-Gurr 2021.
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the family service, meeting in person was allowed again, but social distancing impacted
the service plans. Family services at KFC are usually aimed at under-11&, but most of the
rest of the congregation usually join. On this occasion, youth work for over 11& was taking
place at a separate service limiting the range of people participating to families with

younger children and those leading the service.
3.3 Project Design Summary

3.3.1 Project Focus

The focus of the project was an intercultural family servicewitha t heme of O6Bel o
Toget her & ornidentitg as shée body of Christ. The goal was a service celebrating

t he c¢hur ch 6 s inglhowteigcenndcty to thehbibheal story of the diversity of the

first church. To prepare for the service workshops were designedtoequipc hi | dr en b6 s
workers reflecting on the meaning of worship, exploring intercultural worship and

practising effective planning.
3.3.2 Participants

The seven workshop participants were selected from as many different cultures as
possible. As most childrendés workers (CW) ar
parent volunteers (PV) from different cultures within the church were invited to join as well

as people with cross-cultural experience (CCE) bringing insight from their own and other

cultures. For privacy, names have not been used, but all comments referred to are

footnoted and can be found in the Appendices. Around 17 people were invited to take part

in the workshops, and seven joined, for one or all the workshops. Those who could not

take part were invited to contribute in other ways.
3.3.3 Workshop Design

The style of workshop planned used adult learning techniques influenced by Mary
S ar u m4addptation of dearning that Lasts, "6an adult education model. Each

workshop followed a format of connect, content, create and closure enabling participants

74 Saurman 2021.

75 Walker 2018.
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time for reflection and application to their context. The overarching questions shown in

Table 1, provided a framework for the workshops and evaluation. The first workshop:

6What i s faesedsohthepriedning of what we do when we gather, providing a

biblical focus for belonging together and the opportunity to reflect on the identity of

believers. Informedby Robbi e Castl emands ac adéandmoredé St o
popul ar 6 Par e Btthendga thatrworship & std?yeshaped was a key feature.

The second workshop: 6 Wh at i s | nt er exploredworship antMoultuse mithp ? 6
context of accessibility for all ages, abilities, and cultures. The third workshop: 6 P1 anni ng
| nt er cul t udrenmon tiomork df Cherry3® Webber™ and others. Metaphors for
designing worship were introduced and then participants planned the family service

together. The workshops were adapted for a virtual format, due to pandemic restrictions.

76 Castleman 2013.
77 Castleman 2013.
8 Cherry 2010.

7 Webber 2009.
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Table 1: Overarching Questions and Workshop Themes

Overarching Questions Workshop
Themes

A | Do participants have a biblical knowledge of Christian What is
worship? Worship?
- How do participants understand Christian Worship?

- What are the participantsopriorities for worship with
children & families?

B | How does understanding intercultural worship affect the What is
participantsdattitude to the Christian worship of other culturally
cultures? conscious/

- How do participants understand intercultural worship? intercultural
- What are participants® at tworship? ®
- Whatare participant s6 attitudes to

people who are the same as/ different to themselves? —

C | Are participants able to create and participate meaningfully | Planning
in an intercultural worship event? Intercultural -
- Are participants able to participate meaningfully in Worship

intercultural worship? ©
- Are participants comfortable creating intercultural
worship? >

3.3.4 Method and Approach

Designing workshops and evaluating their success is a form of action research which US
educationalist Dorothy Valcarcel Craig states: aids inquiry and problem solving, addresses
targeted goals, and promotes collaboration and community.8® Overarching questions
provide a framework for both the teaching and subsequent evaluation using data from pre-
and post-surveys, journal entries and focus groups. As the researcher is also the
instrument of the project, awareness of the resec
methodology and limitations will be explored further in Chapter 4 as part of the project

evaluation.

80 Craig 2009, 6 -7.
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3.4 Project Implementation

During April 2021, c hi | drenés workers, parent -cutarBlunt eer
experience were invited to participate in the workshops.8! They received participant

information forms and gave their informed consent to the researcher.8? Unfortunately, this

all took place via email, phone calls and text messaging because of the pandemic.

Explaining the project in person would have been easier and reduced the amount of

written information needed. On reflection, perhaps the participant information forms and
gquestionnaires were an inhibiting factor. Even so, a group of participants accepted the

invitation and those unable to join the workshops contributed songs, activities, drama and

prayer videos. This processledtomanywar m conversations were ha
experiences of music, church and culture. The workshops took place April i May, the

family service on Pentecost Sunday T May 23" and focus groups the following week. After

the project, data was collected and analysed to evaluate the success of the whole project

3.4.1 Creating Resources

Many resources were created as part of the project. A Youtube channel®® was curated

including videos about intercultural worship and songs in different languages. Kay

Morgan-Gurr was invited to create a video explaining: intergenerational worship, inter
ability worship, and wh8liha separdate\ddeoalessioe badg ki d 6 s
from Songs2Serve UK® was invited to create a video addressing the questions: What is
intercultural worship? Why is it important? How can we be more intentionally

intercultural?®® The Belonging Together channel also includes workshop resources on the

81 Workshop Invitation. Appendix 22. Workshop Information Letter. Appendix 23.
82 Participant Information Sheet. Appendix 24. Informed Consent Form. Appendix 25.
83 Belonging Together i Intercultural Worship, Youtube Playlist, 2021.
84 Morgan-Gurr 2021. Intergenerational Worship. Video.
85 Tang 2021. Songs2Serve UK Worship Network 2021.
86 Tang, 2021. Intercultural Worship. Video.
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theme of belonging together®” and playlists of songs in different languages®. Songs

submitted by church families were collated into a google document®® with song lyrics.®
PowerPoint presentations for the workshops® and a video and resource list®? were also
created and shared. Childreno6s s%andgsengsfusedm t h
regularly in church were examined,®* and a lack of songs on the theme prompted the

researcher to write a song which was then translated into Chinese and Makaton.®®

3.4.2 Workshop 1: What is Worship?

The theme of the first workshop was the meaning of worship, using the lesson plan in

Table 2 and Presentation in Appendix 5. The facilitator began by introducing the project

and invited each person to share about their cultural identity and faith journey. The key
guestions of Whhde vaocrek sMleopmioidhg when we gather
considered through the exploration of worship metaphors, biblical texts and frequent

connections with experience.

Five people took part: three childrendés worKk
cultural experience (CCE2) who migrated to the UK and work in multicultural settings.

Observations

Participants heard about being from a Christian minority in a Muslim majority nation, and

how that differs to being a Christian in the UK. There was also a discussion about identity

and national pride, where one person asked:
of i d & When tliscuasing the meaning of worship, worship metaphors proved

87 Belonging Together i Why is it important? Video.
88 Belonging Together - Children Praising God in many languages, Youtube Playlist, 2021.
8Bryan 2021. Children6s Praise in Many Languagd
Chil drends Songs iAppentbahy Languages.
91 Workshops 11 3. Appendix 571 7.
92 VVideo and Resource List for Workshop Participants. Appendix 8.
%2021 KFC Kiddés Songs.
94 Song List from Knighton Free Church. Appendix 4.
9 Bryan 2021. New Song: All Can Hear. Appendix 3.
9% CW1: Comment during workshop 1. Appendix 9.
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thought-provoking, and the ideas of revelation and response, story, dialogue, and
formation seemed new to people. Participants commented that so much has changed
during the pandemic, life in the UK has been like a cross-cultural experience, making this

a good time to reflect on the meaning of worship.

Table 2: Workshop 17 Lesson Plan

Workshop 1: Belonging Together i What is Worship?9’
Tuesday April 27" online between 7:30-8:30 pm
Introduction Overview of 3 workshops and family service
Connect and get to know one | Participants share own cultural background and
another: influences
Connect What do participants understand worship to be?
What is the purpose of worship?
Content i Worship Revelation and response (Castleman®)
Metaphors 1 Worship as dialogue (Dyrness®)
Connect - Application Connect ideas to recent cl
Content i Worship Story shaped (Castleman®)
Metaphors 2 Participation i) Godods st
Formational (Van Opstal®?)
Connect and reflection Which image do you relate to?
Who is worship for?
Create and apply How would you explain worship to a child? Design skit.
Content i Biblical worship. What is worship in early Acts 2:42-47: teaching,
fellowship, breaking of bread, prayer, praising God.
Connect and apply How do we do these with children?
Closure i Reflect & evaluate. | What participants want to remember about worship
Homework: connect and Think of a time you attended a different church.
prepare for next time What was similar/ different?

3.4.3 Workshop 2: Intercultural Worship

The second workshop focused on intercultural worship, following the lesson plan in Table
3 and PowerPoint in Appendix 6 , presenting a vision of 6&éwho
together from all ages, cultures, and abilities. To begin, participants were invited to share

their own experiences of worship in different settings then moved on to explore the

97 Workshop 1: What is Worship? Appendix 5.
9 Castleman 2013, 37.
9 Dyrness 2009, 16.
100 Castleman 2013, 22.
101 Ford 2020, 3.
102 Van Opstal 2016, 47.
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meaning of culture using the Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture.*®* When one

participant could not attend, a video from multicultural church leader Israel Olufinjana®

was omitted, and voice messages from this participant included instead. They were

a s k ewhen y@u worship, why is it good to be with people who are like you and why is it

good to be with peop lTeefulltraoscriatiséencludedtn Apperklie y o u ?

10, and includes helpful comments such as:

Attending the church where you have people from different backgrounds would be an
amazing thing and people would really realise by their mind, by their heart what it
means to be in Christ, the body of Christ.105

Five people attended: four childrends worker

cultural experience (CCE1).
Observations

During Workshop 2, the group suggested some interesting definitions of culture including:

6the way we do tRamdsétahe® ulnendh etrrerdough® whi ch
Some participants described their own cross-cultural experiences and most commented

about how they feel when attending a different kind of church. Participants remembered

times when they or people they knew felt excluded, including surprise about how a black
person perceived the world in the Ilight of t
belong and trying to understand that was really eye opening... And that related partly to
church @¥Anweéhlerdosaid: 61 oft ener-fled@lonl it'®d.el .ol

The researcher used the analogy of breakfast cereal'® to describe worship which is:
intergenerational, intercultural and integrated giving a positive vision of worshiping

together. Participants asked questions about motivationand pr acti cal i ti es i

103 The Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture 1996.

104 Olufinjana 2019.

105 CCE2, 2021. Audio Transcript. Appendix 10.

106 CW2 Workshop 2, Appendix 10.

107 CCE2 Workshop 2, Appendix 10.

108 CW1 Workshop 2. Appendix 10.

109 CCE1 Workshop 2. Appendix 10.

110 Workshop 2: What is intercultural worship? Slide 17. Appendix 6.
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shoul d we

have

it

worship meant that you never do things with your own age group.

Af ter

for the final workshop and family service. Feedback was positive, although the comment:

6t his 1is

seen as a one-off event.

wor kshop

great!!

2, t he

Table 3: Workshop 271 Lesson Plan

Workshop 2: Belonging Together 1 Intercultural Worship!?

Tuesday May 4" online between 7:30-8:30 pm

Introduction

Give overview of where we are

Connect and hear of different
experiences.

Think of a time you attended a different church.
What was similar/ different? Participants share.

Content - Nairobi Statement

Worship is transcultural, contextual, counter-cultural
and cross-cultural

Connect

Define culture together

Connect and apply

Create empathy for minority experience

Content - a biblical vision for
multicultural church

OT and NT

Content - Example from local

Advantages of being with people who are the same

pastor AND people who are different

Content - define intercultural | Use Gittins'*® images!

Connect & apply Advantages of being with people who are the same
Reflection AND people who are different

Content - intergenerational

INTER ability, generational AND intercultural =
WHOLE

Connect and apply

How could we apply thisi dea of O6whol
our next family service? How could that impact our
choices of: Songs? Story? Prayers? Activities? Bible
Reading?

Closure i Reflect and

what participants want to remember about worship

evaluate.
Homework: Come with ideas and songs for the family service
Connect ready to share and plan next time.

Prepare for next time

How could we tell the story? How can we involve
people from different cultures and backgrounds,
generations and abilities?

111 CW3 Workshop 2. Appendix 10.
112 Workshop 2: Intercultural Worship. Appendix 6.

113 Gittins 2015.

114 Workshop 2: Intercultural Worship, Slide 14. Appendix 6.
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3.4.4 Workshop 3: Planning Intercultural Worship

The format for workshop 3, using the lesson plan in Table 4 and PowerPoint in Appendix

7, was a little different allowing time for service planning. Metaphors of architect, designer,

host and theologian were discussed and related to concrete examplesoft he t eamo s
recent service plans. The researcherthenencour aged the childrenods

lead in designing the service connecting what they had been learning with their task.

On this occasion,t her e wer e onl y Keis(C&&3)amdiathacugheomeds wor
person sent a helpful text message contribution, input from other cultures in this planning

phase was unfortunately minimal.
Observations

Participants responded positively to the different metaphors!*® for planning and were very
comfortable creating plans for the family service. The team wanted the action to be from
the people rather than up front and wrote a drama to be performed by members of the
congregation. A prayer video with contributions from people who spoke different
languages was suggested. Due to covid rules people were unable to sing and leading
songs was felt to be problematic for various reasons and the worship band would be
leading two services back-to-back with little time to rehearse. Well-known songs were
chosen for the band to play and songs from the Youtube playlist'*® were chosen for the
craft activities. The song that had been created!!” was not used, and songs in another

language or style were chosen to be listened to rather than sung.

115 Workshop 3, slide 14. Appendix 7.
116 Belonging Together - Children Praising God in many languages, Youtube Playlist, 2021.
117 All can hear. Appendix 3.
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Table 4. Workshop 371 Lesson Plan

Workshop 3: Belonging Together i Planning Intercultural Worship!®

Tuesday May 11" online between 7:30-8:30 pm

Introduction overview

Content review Worship is story-shaped, relational, formational
Intercultural, whole worship

Introduce 1 worship planning Worship architect (Cherry*!®)

Connect and apply Connect with last family service

Content - Introduce 4-fold order | Gather, word, table, sending (Friesen'?)

Content - simplify to 3-fold Participants connect with last family service

Content - worship planning Architect, designer, host, theologian

Connect and reflect Participants connect with concepts

Create - plan family service. What is the main idea? What do you want people to
experience? Remember?

Create - Hand over/create Participants planning service for Pentecost Sunday i

ownership of ideas. Acts 2.

Create and apply Discussion and preparation of songs, story, etc.

Closure i reflect and evaluate What do you want to remember about worship?

Homework: connect Prepare for family service on May 23"

3.4.5 Family Service

The family service took place on Pentecost Sunday, May 23" at 9:30am and involved
drama, songs, crafts, prayers and activities telling the story of Pentecost from Acts 2. The
order of service is shown in Table 5. The service aimed to show and tell the story of the
intercultural nature of the very first church and connect that with the different cultures

present in our own church.

As people arrived, each family collected a box containing craft materials, resources,
musical instruments and a survey. Due to Covid regulations, a room layout was created

with families sat on blankets spaced around the room, this can be seen in Appendix 12.%2!

The service was not live streamed because church had recently moved to having two

services and only the second one was now live streamed. The lack of live stream meant

118 Workshop 3, Planning Intercultural Worship. Appendix 7.
119 Cherry 2010.
120 Friesen 2014.
121 Family Service Room Layout. Appendix 12.
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that the service was not designed for screen viewing but a simple video recording of the
service?? was made. Although this video was not very clear, there were several

advantages to not having a live stream: it created a relaxed atmosphere, the whole room

could be used i not just the platform, and consent to video the children and families was
unnecessary. This was the first Sunday in over a year that the service was not live

streamed, and the leaders were very happy: 6 1 t felt really freeing

Youtubeé it doesn't feel |like a perB8%rmanceé

Approximately 70 people attended the service, and most were families with young

children.
Observations

The service was interactive and multisensory which included drama, engaging craft

activities, songs, a live interview and prayer. It was very relaxed with people able to move

around and chat together. Everyone seemed happy and engaged. Children were very

excited to take the flames!?* they had made to the balcony where they were blown down

onto the congregation below by a leaf blower representing the Holy Spirit. People heard

songs in several languages, recognising well-known tunes or seeing familiar faces on the

videos, and all the children turned their heads

service was short, but impactful and well-received.

122 Belonging Together Family Service, 2021.

123 CW2, Focus Group 1, 1. Appendix 19.

124 Craft Activities for Family Service. Appendix 15.
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Table 5: Order of Service for the Family Service'®

Knighton Free Church Family Service - 9:30am Sunday 23rd May

9:30 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 1126

9.34 | Song: Our God is a Great Big God

9.37 | Live interview with Bulgarian family

9.42 | Craft 1. (flame) Play Fii Binecuvantat (Blessed Be Your Name) and Esta Aici
(Waymaker)*

9.52 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 2

955 |Song: Th-enetiKedesddo

9.58 | Craft 2. Play Big Family of God (Makaton) and By My Side (African Kids 4 Christ)*

10.08 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 3

10.12 | Prayer Video - multilingual*?’

10.15 | Song: This Is Amazing Grace

10.20 | Finish and notices

*Songs played during Craft a-<tnitwirtciudst ufrrag
playlist.1?®

3.5 Conclusion to Practical Implementation Report

The workshops took place, participants used what they learned to create a family service

for Pentecost Sunday, and members of the congregation experienced an

intergenerational, intercultural service. This event was designed to contribute to greater

inclusion, welcome and belonging at KFC and create resources to help the church move

towards deeper fellowship and more meaningful worship as a church community. The

foll owing chapter provides evidence as to wh

purpose.

125 Order of service. Appendix 13.

126 Drama Script. Appendix 14.

127 Prayer Video, 2021.

128 Belonging Together - Children Praising God in many languages, Youtube Playlist, 2021.
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Chapter 4 Evaluation and Application

4.1 Introduction: Evaluating Effectiveness

Having reviewed the implementation of the project in Chapter 3, this chapter evaluates the
projectodos effectiveness bas e dframimgthe researchhr ee o
The three main data sources shown in Table 6 are: a pre- and post-survey'?® designed to

compare responses to questions before and after the project; journal responses®®

indicating participantsdlearning after each workshop; and focus groups*®! providing an

opportunity to reflect on the whole project. The data from these three sources provide
evidence of changes in participantsé knowl ed
how they are affected by understanding intercultural worship and whether they can

meaningfully create and participate in intercultural worship.

Table 6: Overarching questions, data sources and evaluation questions.

Overarching Questions Data Data Data Evaluation Questions
Source | Source | Source
1 2 3
Do participants have a How did participantséknowledge
biblical knowledge of and understanding of Christian
Christian worship? worship grow?
Pre-/ Journal | Focus
What are part post prompt | Group | Did participantsopriorities for
priorities for worship with survey worship with children and families
children and families? change?
How does understanding How did participants grow in their
intercultural worship understanding of intercultural
(ICW) affect the Before After After | worship?
participantséattitude to the and each the
Christian worship of other after WS project | How were they affected by the
cultures? ws workshops?
Are participants able to What difference did participating in
create and participate the workshops make?
meaningfully in an
intercultural worship How did they apply what they
event? learned?

129 Pre- post-survey. Appendix 17.

130 Journal Responses. Appendix 16.

131 Focus Groups 1 & 2. Appendix 19 & 20.
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4.2 Methodology and Limitations

The process of creating, facilitating and evaluating workshops was a form of action-based
research. As the researcher is also the instrument of the research, care is needed to
examine biases and consider subjectivity. Being an experienced teacher and cross-
cultural worker impacted their perspective and other& expectations. The researcher is
partly an insider, as a long-time member of the church, but partly an outsider, having lived
overseas for nearly two decades. Knowing the context well made it relatively easy to
connect with people, but an outside researcher may have had fewer blind spots or been

less hesitant to try something new. The researcher is very committed to intercultural

worship, sothey triedtohearpeopl eds questions anadddeslgmd | eng

survey wherer espondents could be free to answer

answer 0.

Having three types of data aligned with each overarching question provides triangulation
whereby similar results can be seen across multiple forms of data which Action Research
specialist Craig states is important qualitative action research.'*? The data from the
surveys has some limitations however, as although there are five completed surveys, only
four people completed both surveys. The fifth participant in each case was not the same
person,'3* and the fifth person in the post-survey had more cross-cultural experience.
Individual responses were therefore analysed carefully so that differences between the
pre- and post-survey were not over exaggerated. The large amount of data created
needed to be carefully coded and sorted and were not the only sources. In addition to the
three main data sources, the order of service,*® video of the service!*®, and service

survey® responses provided further evidence of the effectiveness of the project.

132 Craig 2009, 121.

133 The pre-survey was completed by CW1, CW2, CW3, CW4 and CCE1. The post-survey
was completed by CW1, CW2, CW3, CCE1, and CCE2. See Appendix 18.

134 Order of Service, Appendix 13.
135 Belonging Together Family Service, 2021.
136 Family Service Survey, Appendix 21.
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4.3 Evaluation Results

4.3.1 Enjoying Being Together

In the pre- and post-survey,'*’ participants were given the opportunity to describe what
worship means to them, provide biblical examples, show awareness of the content of a
worship service, and give opinions about what makes a good family service. Answers to
these questions showed how participantsbunderstanding of Christian worship changed

over the course of the project.!38
Worship is about who we are, not what we do

A noticeable change was that instead of simply describing the content of a service,

participants shifted to describing the identity and relationships of the worshipers.

Indicating a renewed awarenessthat: Chur ch i s about®Beferetheg t oget
workshops the focus was on what people do : prai se, pray, sing and
expression of praise or adoration towards G o d? Afterwards, the focus was more on
relationships: community, unity, and participation, with one participant commenting:

6wor selpsystobe partof Go d ' s 4 Padicipantséalso show understanding that

wor shiping God i mpacts the worshiper: &%Wor sh
Similarly, when asked what makes a good family service, responses shifted from

describing engaging, inclusive and relevant content to using words like everyone,
participation and together. 6 Wor ship is communal; u$ with
Figure 1 shows a word cloud comparison using word frequency from questions A 1-5 in

the pre- and post-surveys!** and the words together, fellowship, welcome and sharing

feature more prominently in the second word cloud.

137 Pre- post-survey. Appendix 17.
138 See also Table 6. Overarching questions, data sources and evaluation questions.
139 CW2 2021, Workshop 2. Appendix 10.
140 CW1 2021, Pre-survey, Al. Appendix 18.
141 CW3 2021, Journal 1. Appendix 16.
142 CW1 2021, Journal 1. Appendix 16.
143 CW2 2021, Journal 1. Appendix 16.
144 Pre- post-survey, 2021. Appendix 18.
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Pre-survey Word Cloud#® Post-survey Word Cloud!4®
What is Worship? What is Worship?
S atli . -
-r'e"“wg'l'“im?@ég; ?dmg 1, Hearing P[\eaclllng Sorman
S g = 1 CP L0 9 0% N7 A e SNy,
RN B R ZsBihle éé’f’%
/ RN P 0'0~, ,,95 ’ \ X % & - = 2 §f ) Ve,
S 7 % pod 9 > | Y2 fellowships®) <%
Qél 55 6% 0» \C \0’ / b Time ;05 o ’!],« 2
WS S S s e A
N R w | T8N
‘“‘& ‘lesux B> al/""# é’ &Q “%%"{g’; 00 = %“;’f §
christiais tESUMONiesgetting ;.\ «* %y~~~ Q714
\MN\A7 7

Figure 1: Word Cloud Comparison i What is Worship? 147

4.3.2 Accepting Difference

I n this section an $Honedo gartitcipantstunderstanduirdesculturaln s : 6
worship? &Vhatar e par t i ci p amercsltéral wdrship?taundiehsd are o
participantsé attitudes to worshiping with p
themselves?6 were compar edThban$wers iadicaed tlowa f t er
understanding intercultural worship affected participantsdattitude to the Christian worship

of other cultures. Three main changes were noticed in the results.'*8
Both monocultural and intercultural worship are important

The first change evident in the data is that attitudes to both monocultural and intercultural

worship became more positive. One participant said: @ here is benefit to worshipping both

with people |ike you™ahedrappiaBigute@ shawstasmalli ke you
increase in people expressing the importance of people being with others like themselves

when they worship, and Figure 3 shows a slightly bigger increase in people expressing

the importance of being with others different than themselves when they worship. This

145 Davies, 2021.
146 Davies, 2021.
147 Pre- post-survey, 2021, A1-5. Appendix 18.
148 See also Table 6. Overarching questions, data sources and evaluation questions.
149 CW1 2021, Journal 2. Appendix 16.
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comment from a participantgivesab ot h/ and response: OMonocul't

evangelism, and intercultural wor s¥i

p

S

How important is it for people to be with others like themselves when they worship?

Pre-survey responses to B4

B. 4. How important is it for people to be with others like themselves when they waorship?
S respanses

3

3 (B0%)

o [(?’.l’u‘.l

Post-survey responses to B4

B. 4. How important is it for people to be with others like themselves when they worship?

hresponges

2 (40%)

0 (CII"}éu} D)

Figure 2: Worshiping with people who are the same.*!

150 CW1 2021, Post-survey, C5, Appendix 18.
151 pPre- post-survey 2021, B4. Appendix 18.
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How important is it for people to be with others different than themselves when

they worship?

Pre-survey responses to B5

E. 5. How important is it for people to be with others different than themselves when they
worship?
5 respansas

2 (40%)

1 {20%)

Post-survey responses to B5

B. 5. How important is it for people to be with others different than themselvas when they

worship?
Srespoenses

* 4 (80%)

3

2

1

0 0% 0§0%:) 00%:)
; | |
1 2 3 4 5

Figure 3: Worshiping with people who are different.>?

152 pre- post-survey 2021, B5. Appendix 18.
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In the workshops people had asked why it was necessary to do things differently for the

sake of only a few and a fear of tokenism was evident in the pre-survey where one said:

6we shouldn't be culturally d&93Butaftesvardsforer t he
respondent reflected: 6éyou could easily i mag
gestur ecétbwatl layéi t f el t ver y*Tadd7lillestrates achangef wh
of mood towards intercultural worship from the pre-survey to post-survey. The verbs in the
left-hand column tend to emphasize the effort required, whereas those in the right-hand

column are more positive and relational, indicating that attitudes to intercultural worship

had changed somewnhat.

Table 7: A comparison of verbs used to describe Intercultural Worship%®

Verbs used to Describe Intercultural Worship
Before the Workshops After the Workshops
acknowledge celebrate
woven enjoy
integrate engage
work encourage
use grow
focus know
translate relate
reflects future heavenly worship reflects God's kingdom
practice open
teach connect

153 CW4 2021, Pre-survey, B7. Appendix 18.

154 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1,4. Appendix 19.

155 pPre- post-survey 2021, B2. Appendix 18.
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Doing things differently is not wrong

A second change after participating in the project was a greater acceptance of difference.
After the project one participantstated: 61 t 6s ok i f somebody is doi

y o &% Whereas before the workshop one participant had written:

Having been brought up with a very white, mido
sometimes not understood or accepted that other cultures might view something

differently or worship in a different way and have not had much opportunity to observe

how this is done in other cultures.57

During worskhop 2, participants shared how they or others had felt when they were a

minority. One descri bed a conversation wHefeltha fri e
didndot belong and trying to und¥Anoteersaidd!| t hatl
anxious when other people are doing something differentt o #Pdn thée Focus Groups

afterthe project, peopl e expressed greater acceptance
been challenged to try and think about it fr

35

embrace the way that different people do thing s é%%and anotherreflect ed: 6i t 6s
the different ways t H&guree shovesthis phangein cemfartor s hi p
levels in a bar graph, which suggests that comfort worshiping in a culturally different style

had increased.

156 CW3 2021, Focus Group 1, 7. Appendix 19.

157 CW3 2021, Pre-survey, C1. Appendix 18

158 CW1 2021, Workshop 2. Appendix 10.

159 CW4 2021, Workshop 2. Appendix 10.

160 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1,7. Appendix 19.

161 CW3 2021, Focus Group 1,7. Appendix 19.
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How comfortable are you worshiping in a culturally different style to the one you

are used to?

Pre-survey responses to B6

B. 6. How comfortable are you warshiping in a culturally different style to the one you are used to?
Sresponses

2

Q0%

0 [Ell‘i-'iz]

Post-survey responses to B6

B. &. How comfortable are you worshiping in a culturally different style to the one you are used to?

5 responzes

2
2 (40%})

0 q-:i%} 0 (0%}

Figure 4. Comfort worshiping in a different style?6?

162 pre- post-survey, 2021, B6. Appendix 18.
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There are benefits to intercultural worship

A third change was a growing confidence in expressing reasons why worshiping together

with people who are different is beneficial, some of these reasons given by participants

are listed in Table 8. These comments show that people can see the value in diverse

people worshiping together, as: 6 i t

reflects the image that

cul t dt eéod

Table 8: The benefits of worshiping with those who are different to us.

Reasons

Participant quotes:

For church to

thrive and grow:

6 dor the purpose of the church, and the church to thrive and the
church to grow and the church to get a greater appreciation of God and

how to worship him then actua¥®ly

For people to
see that faith is
for them:

6 é h aneaningful and helpful it might be for someone not from the

maj ority culture to hear Godbés w

their owhf culture. o

For people to
learn from one

@ range of cultures relating to each other and learning from one

i another. Cultures are not ¥fepara
another:
To reflect the 6éwhat it means to have this one
body of Christ:

the barriers that you have, the barriers of language, skin colour,
cultures. It still means that these are my brothers and sisters in
Chri®st . 6

Changes evident in the data show that participants grew in seeing the value in both

monocultural and intercultural worship, becoming more accepting of difference and being

able to give reasons why it is important for different kinds of people worship together.

163 CCE1 2021, Post-survey, B2. Appendix 18.
164 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1,7. Appendix 19.
165 CW2 2021, Journal 2. Appendix 16.

166 CW3 2021, Post-survey, B2. Appendix 18.
167 CCE2 2021, Workshop 2. Appendix 10.
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4.3.3 Gaining Confidence

To evaluate whether participants could create and participate meaningfully in an
intercultural worship event, the researcher considered how the workshops enabled them
to apply what they had learned.%8

Reflecting on Experience

Firstly, participants were more confident about designing an intercultural worship service,

as can be seen in Figure 5. One participantwrote: 61 cert ainly hope to t
forward to f ut utAnathbrueflectdd: donill aonsciouslyotry td engage

with more cultures i ff7°Ratheatimn keeiagdnterudtural vineships e r v i
as a one-off event one reflectedt h aBEveryt 8 meénot just a specific
on Belonging Together, but whatever we are doing every single week - how can we make

that something that is available to as many people as possib | é*2Cpeating the prayer

video was thought-provoking, and there was a realization that language, culture,
nationality and ethnicity do not necessarily
wayél would hope that | wdlandgedvhen levadtrgimgttodo n t h a
somet hi ng mul t' Thimking positizely almogt hatrhaddeen learned and

planning for future improvements show increased confidence in creating an intercultural

worship event.

168 See also Table 6. Overarching questions, data sources and evaluation questions.
169 CW2 2021, Post-survey, C1. Appendix 18.
170 CCE1 2021, Post-survey, C1. Appendix 18.
171 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 8. Appendix 19.
172 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1, 7. Appendix 19.
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How comfortable would you be designing an intercultural worship service?

Pre-survey response to C4

C. 4. How comfortable would you be designing an intercultural worship service?

hresponses

? 3 (BD%)
z
! 1(20%)
0 (0% 0 (1%
o I I
1 5

Post-survey response to C4

C. 4. How comfartable would you be designing an intercultural worship service?
Jresponses

3
P
1 [20%) 1 (20%)
0 {0%) {0 (0%)
. | |
1 2

Figure 5: Comfort designing an intercultural worship service.!”

173 Pre- post-survey, 2021, C4. Appendix 18.
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Integrating Learning

Secondly, the family service itself illustrates what participants felt comfortable creating

having taken part in the workshops.'’ The involvement of many different people and the

Acts 2 service design were planned to show and tell that church is for everyone. Members

of the congregation appreciated the intercultural nature of the service: 61 enj oyedéhe
l ots of | angu a Y°esSeveral peapglesommgnteGuositivedy on the songs, the
multilingual prayer and the interactive storytelling.1’® At the second service later that

morning,t he chil drenés wor kteilustnate thedmuldcultBralkarhk 6 s c u b
church.'” In the focus group they discussed this:6 The Rubi kds cube r emi
of émul ticultural Weershesughmt eofcuilt uasl!l L 6di d i
whatwe wa nt P Thia doniversatior? ifustrates how the message of belonging

together had been internalized by t he ¢ hi | dThepnagesvideoovaskaksa used

in this second service and was impactful.1&
Engaging in Intercultural Worship

Thirdly, there was a small difference in responses to the survey about confidence to

engage in intercultural worship. Because the fifth participant in the pre- and post-survey

was not the same person, the change is smaller than it appears in the graphs in Figure 6.

There was however, appreciation for the impact the family service had on others and
surprisethatt 6 ever yone was r eal |'®%Before theworkshaps, cont r i bu
participants expressed hesitancy, but a desiretolearn: 6i t woul d hel gh me t «c
worship from other cultures and be more empathetic to the different approaches of the

wor | dwi d é® Adtdr the wotikshdps, participants expressed greater confidence:

6Being conscious of the ways other peoapd e wo

174 Order Of Service. Appendix 13.
175 FSS4 2021, Family Service Survey. Appendix 21.
176 Family Service Survey. Appendix 21.
177 Knighton Free Church Sunday Service. May 23, 2021. Youtube. At 6:56 minutes.
178 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1, 4. Appendix 19.
179 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 4. Appendix 19.
180 Knighton Free Church Sunday Service. May 23, 2021. Youtube. At 9:59 minutes.
181 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1, 8. Appendix 19.
182 CW1 2021, Pre-survey C1. Appendix 18.
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to be more accepting of the needs an® tradit
Anot her reflected: o0l"d |Iike to remember tha
recognise the value of diihthefecustgroup,participante s i n
commented on their appreciation of everyone being able to join in with the family service:

6it was lovely seeing them b#¥ Aadiehessoftioevaluak e p
of intercultural worship is greater, but experience is perhaps still limited.

The data revealed that participants were a little more confident creating intercultural
worship as evidenced by their responses to the survey and the successful family service.
Participants were a little more confident about their ability to participate meaningfully in an
intercultural worship event and were happy seeing others able to do so. The ability to
create and participate meaningfully in an intercultural worship event is evidently an area

where further growth would be beneficial.

183 CW3 2021, Post-survey C3. Appendix 18.
184 CW2 2021, Journal 3. Appendix 16.
185 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 8. Appendix 19.
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How well do you think you could engage in intercultural worship?

Pre-survey response to C2

. 2. How well do you think you could engage in intercultural worship?
i respanses

2 (4D%)

1 (20%)

0 itf%;. 0 0%}

Post-survey response to C2

C. 2. How well do you think you could engage in intercultural worship?

3 respansas
3
3 (60%)
2
1
0 (0%} 0(0%) 0{0%)

0 I

1 2 3

Figure 6: Confidence engaging in intercultural worshipeé

186 pre- post-survey 2021, C2. Appendix 18.
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4.4 2. Personal Evaluation, Critique and Analysis

This section explores the researcherb6s own e
using the overarching questions as a framework, assessing what went well, what needed

improvement and how lessons learned from the project can be applied.
4.4.1 Being Together Matters

Evaluating participants6 gkowtbiwhwardngssofthe wor s hi
relational natureo f wor shi p: O6Worship is commun#l ; us
Although this change was apparent in the data, participants already believed that church

is about belonging together. Discussing changes to church during the pandemic, one

participant reflected:

&hurch now is more different than any church | have ever been to because church is

about being togetherAbeingt oget her and seeing people and yo
them, and you encourage them by being there yourself. And encouraging each other

by singing the same truths together and listening to the bible together and caring

about being t®here together. o

Perhaps the workshops did not woshipbutgae geaple anl e 6 s
opportunity to realise afresh the importance of togetherness. The value of time together as
a team was acknowledged i n t h ¢alkfogether,shagr ou p:

together and think together, rather than justdot o g e t®hBeing.tojether matters.

187 CW2 2021, Journal 3. Appendix 16.

188 CW2 2021, Workshop 2. Appendix 10.

189 CW2, 2021. Focus Group 1, 9. Appendix 19.
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4.4.2 Sharing Stories Together Promotes Empathy

Evaluating how understanding intercultural worship affected participants attitude to the
Christian worship of other cultures, showed that sharing stories together had a big impact.
Having participantswithcr oss cul t ur al experience join th

workshops brought infectious enthusiasm:

6 Is amazing to reflect on how we do worship together with these kinds of

backgrounds and colours and languages. | think it is pretty much the perfect picture.

When you have different people praising the Lord together and worshiping together

and feelingthatt hey are one family despite al9 of the

An increased positivity towards worshiping with people who are different was expected,
but the increase in positivity towards worshiping with people who are the same was not.
Perhaps this reflected the audio contribution in Workshop 2 with its emphasis on people
hearing the gospel in their own language,'®* or maybe those in a minority valuing seeing

people like themselves represented.%?

One phrase from the family service interviewwa s par t i cul ahdnhesaymmpact f
itwo | anguages two |iveso heds saying, Atryi
compl etely dif f%Beiegragetheriwitheold &nd younmaso bad an impact:

6l think theéiinmgt erscunlatswsri avle, but él dve thought

thing a |l ot¥™more as well . 0

Kathy Black wrote about the importance of sharing faith stories together'®> and the project
revealed the impact that this simple act can have. But without intentional effort, this

change may not happenasCCE2 sai d: 6it is not easy, and
bet ween ma i%Buiiageempathy, tbgetherness and belonging is an ongoing

process.

190 CCE2 2021, Focus Group 2, 1. Appendix 20.
191 Audio Transcript for Workshop 2. Appendix 10.
192 Focus Group 2, 6. Appendix 20.
193 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 7. Appendix 19.
194 CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 6. Appendix 19.
195 Black, 2000, 104.
19 CCE2 2021, Focus Group 2. Appendix 20.
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4.4.3 Planning Worship Together as a Multicultural Church

Evaluating whether participants were able to create and participate meaningfully in an

intercultural worship event, revealed that practicing something new can be both

challenging and surprising. Workshop participants created a successful intercultural

family service where the congregation heard and experienced that church is everyone.

People realised that Knighton is multicultural, and it is not tokenism to celebrate 6t hi s

mul ti cul t ¥rogdthercTharerwashsarprise that people were so willing to

contribute,'®® and pleasure in seeing people participate.'®® There is room for growth in this

area and always more to learn about culture, language, ethnicity, nationality and identity.

The goal of sparking creativity to develop new songs and resources for worship was

partially realised with families

sharing chi

languages.?® The Belonging Together playlist?®* has been shared within the church and

outside the church through Songs2Serve UK?%2, Performing songs did not happen, partly

due to the pandemic, and greater engagement with worship leaders would have been

beneficial. When connected with a story, purpose and translation, it was evident that using

different languages in worship had impact, but concern about the translation of a phrase in

the prayer video?®® showed that misunderstandings can easily occur.

Although diverse people helped create playlists, contributed prayers and joined the

dr ama, the childrenbés workers and

most Oup f

Involving people was always not easy, and even when committed to intercultural worship,

those in the majority, the researcher included, could easily see people from a different

culture as advisors rather than co-hosts. A focus group discussion noted that Sunday

services are more multicultural than midweek meetings?®* and the reasons for this warrant

further exploration. Greater belonging and co-hosting from all cultures, generations and

abilities is needed in the church.

197 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1, 7. Appendix 19.
198 CW2 2021, Focus Group 1, 8. Appendix 19.
199CW1 2021, Focus Group 1, 8. Appendix 19.

20Childrenbés Songs in Many Languages. Appendi x

201 Belonging Together - Children Praising God in many languages. 2021.
202 Songs2Serve UK Worship Network 2021.
203 CCE1 2021, Focus Group 2, 2. Appendix 19.
204 CCE1 2021, Focus Group 2, 1. Appendix 20.
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4.5 Conclusion: A Journey in Togetherness

61 will remember thgetheod dit is to

Exploring intercultural worship with families and children was a means of developing
growth in understanding of diversity and belonging to help the church move towards

deeper fellowship and more meaningful worship as a church community.

The results of the project show that the opportunity to reflect together on the purpose of
worship and create an intercultural worship event was a rich learning experience.
Exploring the biblical rationale for intercultural worship helped participants to see that
worship is about relationships; both with God and with one another. Shared leadership
and a focus on reciprocity countered the expectation that those in a minority are merely
recipients or contributors. When interviewing a family in the family service the interviewee
asked, Owhat ab o u taregminder,thatihe churehrdaes notmniyéed to
get to know newcomers, but newcomers also need to get to know the people in the
church. Relationships are key in building intercultural community. Intentional effort is
needed to create a community where all are not just welcome or included but belong.
Encouraging diverse |l eadership of childrenés
community and equipping the church in cross cultural skills help to ensure that everyone

can share the story.

Time to reflect, a Biblical rationale for intercultural worship, reciprocity and relationships
were key to the projectds successasawholeandf i nal

suggest next steps on the journey.

205 FSS10 2021, Family Service Survey. Appendix 21.
51



Final Conclusion: Belonging Togetheri n G &y s

The project aimed to contribute to greater inclusion and welcome at Knighton Free Church

by training a group of <chil dr encolwralfamiyk er s t o
serviceincludingc hi | drends songs and stories with a
belonging together. During the project participants realized afresh that worship is not what

we do together, it is who we are together, expressing the relationship between us and

God and between us and one another. As Missiologist Chris Wright states: 6 our mi ssi ©
nothing less (or more) than participating with God in this grand story until he brings it to its

guar ant e e?f Beiny a paraot G @ & $tory shapes our identity.

Meeting together in a diverse team enabled mutual learning and greater acceptance of

difference. Participants also sawthep ot ent i al of intercultural w
ki ngdom i s f or? apentecpst manyl nations, éaggdiages, cultures and

generations worshiped together, and the intercultural family service embodied this truth.

People also learned that Knighton Free Church is more multicultural than previously

thought. Providing people with opportunities to reflect on their context and their practice in

a diverse team is worth utilizing further,i n t he r esearcher ds .own c¢co0

Intercultural worship with children has much potential, but to resource this, intercultural

c hi | dr e n dosies and activies ars needed, both in our own church and beyond. A
recentc hi | dr e byM#rianbandoKkish Kandiah?°® retelling Bible stories with a
multicultural twist is encouraging, but more resources are needed. A fusion of
intergenerational and intercultural worship could be fruitful i bringing a focus on children

into intercultural settings and intercultural experienceintoc hi | dr eenés wor k

The original motivation for the project was to find a way to connect children in the local

church with the culture of the Bible, the cultures of the world and the cultures of our city.

The training workshops for chil dr eddtsatbwor ker
changing the playlist for one Sunday, reminding worshipers that we belong together in

Goddbs gr an d stonawhichastnot yetcomplete.

206 Wright 2010, 44.
207 207 CCE1 2021, Post-survey, B2. Appendix 18.
208 Kandiah and Kandiah 2021.
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Appendi x

1 Chi | Divemrsity@sd BElongiggs

Song Music & | Video links & Song Select link Comments
Name Lyrics
Great Big Nigel & https://www.vineyardchurches.org.uk/songs/great-big- Well known
God Jo god/ and used
Hemming | https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/3373437/great-big- often
god
Ev er y b| Nigel https://www.vineyardchurches.org.uk/songs/everybodys
s Welcome | Hemming | -welcome/
https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/5338281/everybodys-
welcome
Big Family Nick and | https://worshipforeveryone.com/song/big-family-of-god
of God Becky official actions:
Drake https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_F5pr6gEkBU
Makaton version
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xPQYP02L J8
https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/5100093/big-family-
of-god
Not Kay & https://www.elevationkids.com/song/not
Steve https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/2994532/not
Morgan-
Gurr
Let ds Steve https://www.elevationkids.com/song/lets-join-in
Morgan- https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/3315062/lets-join-in
Gurr
Welcome to | Debby https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzGll4jYvas Old but great
the Family Kerner https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/39269/welcome-to- lyrics
Rettino the-family/viewlyrics
Psalty
God is for Anon. https://www.discogs.com/The-Fisherfolk-God-Is-For-Me- | Old but great
Me Though | Swedish | Fisherfolk-Sing-Songs-For-Children/release/9838594 lyrics
| am Little Melody
Tu Autor: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyYnDV3GoOs
totdeauna, Costache | Theme: God is with us wherever we go.
Doamne, loanid https://www.resursecrestine.ro/poezii/16792/tu-
ekKti c totdeauna-doamne-esti-cu-mine
If 1 Go Julia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVhdIxHFfPA Easy to
Climbing Plaut 0l f | goéGbduse Hber s, ever|adapt
Jesus Clare https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/58415/jesus-loves- Dated lyrics
Loves the Herbert the-little-children/viewlyrics
Little Woolston
Children , George
Frederick
Root
Wide Wide | Charles https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/5842117/wide-wide- Still a classic
as the Austin as-the-ocean/viewlyrics
Ocean Miles,
Elsie
Leslie
He Made Archie D. | https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/172906/he-made-the- | Still a classic
the Stars to | Hall stars-to-shine/viewlyrics
Shine
Bigger than | Jay https://songselect.ccli.com/Songs/5185520/bigger-than-
Big Stocker big/viewlyrics
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Sourced from childrends workers

Appendi x 2 Childrends dge®ngs i n Many

Belonging Together:

O0Everyone will share the story of your wond
your r i ghtPsamuldmn7gdNLs). 6

Childrenés Praise in many | anguages:

In Acts 2 we read that God sent His spirit on people from many languages, cultures and
nations; men and women, old and young, showing that the good news of Jesus is for
everyone. Since the birth of the church, the good news has spread over the whole world
so that now people all over the world can praise God in their own language. Our city and
our church have many cultures too. These songs were collected by members of our
church family - | hope you enjoy listening to them. Hearing songs in another language

helps us to see a fuller picture of God, learn more about one another and it is also fun!

Thank you for suggesting songs. If you want to add more songs to the list, please send

me a message.
Thank you!
Deb Bryan

djbryan70@gmail.com

6Children's PraiseéeLimkMaaydLlaygiuag@& sdocument
with help from families at Knighton Free Church, for full lyrics see:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14T FmircfyrUB2DxfiOq7V-
s1k3QbFITIxValFWTFyA/edit?usp=sharing

Some songs in this document are also on a Youtube playlist: Children's Praise in Many

Languages - Playlist links to songs found on Youtube Kids are in the table below.
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Chil drends Songs in

Many

Langquage | Song and link Translated lyrics
Makaton Living Hope - Makaton Special
Big Family of God
Our God is a Great big God
The Blessing
Englishand | T h e r e-ore lika Zesus - English and Swabhili (You
Swabhili can find this song in many African languages!)
No one like Jesus
Arabic bF YAY bWFwBF Wmvilc KAM BT M c | If you love Jesus say Amen
ATB6 bLICFL WMWmBT Uch Y9xDb H Ifyoulove Jesus clap your
If you love Jesus say Amen hands
Arabic bF YAUIO bY¥Tawx WF T FOFE XIT OA As long as the earth is
Tul Ma El Shams round X2
Tul Ma EI Shams Who has the sun's light?
Who has the waves of the
sea?
Who has the round earth?
Other than you Jesus
Who has shown His love for
you?
Who has given me
freedom?
Who has promised to me?
Other than you Jesus
Romanian Laudt
| sing with joy
Laudt
https://www.resursecrestine.ro/cantece/214951/lauda
Romanian Lt uda’Hi copii pe Domnul
Praise the children of Lord
Ltuda™i copi.i pe Domnul
Romanian E-0 minune
I'tés a mir aodMogerfdl My Lord
E-0 minune
Romanian Lumina mea
0This little Iight of mi
Lumina mea
Romanian Am bucurie
| have joy like a fountain
Am bucurie
Romanian Peste mun’Hi S i deal uri 1. Over the mountains and

Over the mountains and hills / The Lord is good
Peste munti si dealuri

*Great scope for use as easy and repetitive chorus*

1. Pest e mun Hi S i deal ur
Ape cristaline murmur
Murmur, murmur. Domnul este bun /

2. Soarelese-nal HL mai est uos
raze, frigul, gerul pier.

Raze, raze. Domnul este bun/

hills, | see God

Crystal clear water always
murmurs.

Murmur, murmur. The lord
is good /

2. The sun rises
majestically in the sky
And it casts rays, the cold,
the frost perish.

Rays, rays. The lord is
good /
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0foFPellsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xPQYPo2LJ8&list=PL8Q8PGsETCz6udhOISjMI9SQ33Jyg-x1-&index=17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGYVhGWlRhA&list=PL8Q8PGsETCz6udhOISjMI9SQ33Jyg-x1-&index=52
https://youtu.be/va048-XxFTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1AEg3se4NI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gk-7X1FHByA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcHA1G2AY3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqlVLDIZVEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXvnj7tsBVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rrmlf-QnRWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXx9_NJrZcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VUr6exK7sM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXeKMG7s6ng

Mei li de gao shan
af R

3. Prin ptduri 'Hi I anur i| 3. Through forests and
Preambrim pe Domnul, fields, songs resound
VeHnic, veHnic. D o mn u We praise the Lord,
4, Domnul plin de sl avtit |becauseheisgood.
'H tu suflet, Domnul este bun. Eternal, eternal. The lord is
Colbntt, c¢c©ntt. Domnul good /
4. The Lord full of eternal
glory is good
Sing, too, soul, the Lord is
good.
Sing, sing. The lord is good/
Romanian Bucuria Copiilor - Petru si loan
Peter and John went to pray
Bucuria Copiilor - Petru si loan
Romanian Din palmebatl 6 m Gonna Cl ap My
https://www.vineyardchurches.org.uk/songs/im-
gonna-clap-my-hands/
Din palme bat Romanian
Romanian Armata Domnului
Il dm in the Lordés Ar my
Armata Domnului
1 j21Isj =~ oSihdzpraise Praise Ye the Lord
Bulgarian 1 | 21Isi & oSihdz@raise! Hallelujah (NEW
halleu,-hallelu,-hallelu,-hallelujah VERSION) in English
Praise ye the Lord
Chinese Y b AW
hali lu ya zan mei wo zhu
Jesus Loves me this | know and Hallelu Hallelu
Halleluja
Chinese ge & g ge &y g Listen Quietly
?'”99'{‘9 t'?g’ Wo yao qing ging ting Quietly listen, | want to
G B4t a3 quietly listen
Wo yao ce er ting wo zhu shengyin | would lean close and
L, Hp | Ii_st_en t_o my
Qing ging ting, ta zai ging qing ting %‘:g:xg;men' He s quietly
Goi K edae My Shepherd knows my
Wo de muren rende wo shengyin. voice
You are the Head
atz a4 v @3 Shepherd
Ni shi da muzhe, Sheng ming de zhuzai Master of_my life
) | want to listen to and follow
a 1 E! 3¢ the Lordés vo
Wo yisheng zhi tingsui zhu shengyin You are the Head
atz Qi1 ouoEl Shepherd
Ni shi da muzhe, Shengming de zhuzai Master of my life .
N . My sheep recognise my
a o8k ea? voice.
Wo de yang, rende wo shengyin
Chinese i e i 0 Sun Above the Clouds
. No matter whether you are
n U HP On a beautiful mountain
WA lun shi zhu zai Or lying down
< m oy In a gloomy deep valley

When you lift up your head
You will discover
God is always there for you
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Msw5Ln-J93g
https://www.vineyardchurches.org.uk/songs/im-gonna-clap-my-hands/
https://www.vineyardchurches.org.uk/songs/im-gonna-clap-my-hands/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RJ5yRdTffw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phiPBCyqhqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASXkBvLOOQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuODF9Kbgnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuODF9Kbgnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuODF9Kbgnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nbh8FZHgE38&list=PLUqn7HXG0rMA7QryANfsmC4hQ25cWleYh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nbh8FZHgE38&list=PLUqn7HXG0rMA7QryANfsmC4hQ25cWleYh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGVmNi6yQrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szDR9OjzaQQ

Huo shi tang wo zai
Y i
Yin an di you gu
Eal
Dang ni tai gi tou
ANhAN
Ni jiang hui fa xian
3Tmaaa
Zhu yi wei ni wo er yu bei

e 6

Yun shang tai yang
EOj ow
Ta zong bu gai bian
tn poOi
Sui ran xiao yu sa zai lian shang

e 6

Yun shang tai yang
EC| ow

Ta zong bu gai bian

5 Hj wow

Ha, ta bu gai bian
3Twmadad ¢

Zhu yi wei ni wo er yu bei

and me

The Sun is above the
clouds

It never changes

Even though the rain may
fall on your face

The Sun is above the
clouds

It never changes

Yes, He never changes
God is always there for you
and me!

Italian lo ho un amico che mi ama il suo nome & Gesu
lo ho un amico che mi amail suo nome e Gesu
| have a friend and his name is Jesus

Italian Grazie Gesu Thank you Jesus
Grazie Gesu

Multilingual | The Blessing - Kids

Multilingual | Jippissimissio

Songs in Many Languages Jippii
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dj7XRnLphzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCwFzxjqSkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiWZXLsdE9w
http://www.jippiimissio.fi/main?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFX5R1CDfG1sjDUizuDoEcw/featured

Appendix 3 New Song: All Can Hear

All Can Hear 7 based on Acts 2

Music and Lyrics i Deb Bryan, Chinese Lyrics: Penny Wang

Makaton version: Kay Morgan Gurr Call and Response with Makaton Signs

D D

Sons and daughters sons and daughters
G G

Old and young old and young

D D

Every nation every nation

G G

Every tongue every tongue

D D

As we gather, as we gather
G G

Far and neatr, far and near
D D

All are welcome all are welcome
G G

All can hear all can hear
D G

All who call on the name

Bm G

of the Lord will be saved (x2)
Bridge

D A G D/IG

Sh®n
T wbla

d e S&remM'
" @ibla
hu, I'sb oy,
adaN
wowb g, w’on
efe , efe
gi zanyang, qi zanyang
“E E

,de ®r n'!

sh o

wimen xi Wngpept, xi Ung
yu n huyuj hinihu
a a
qus8ndgu
v F
t-ng

5

hugn§hrdgu h
v F
l2nhgin@gny 2 ngt gn

8 qi Yg o zhb m

d®j i %

Makaton Signs
Sowvs |ared | danaghiledss Ohd a-ul-.-\'.u..r:

Ay wr gathas, Far  and rpar

Al brw W OTE AR can Rarar

A who | call o th sdeme | of the Lovd will Be | dvid
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ACs1nWVreE9Cet_pyWRBUTDln2AHE_d-/view?usp=sharing

Appendix 4 Song List from Knighton Free Church

All Creatures of Our God and King

Look and See

All | have is Christ

Lord I lift your name on high

Amazing

Love Divine All Loves Excelling

Be thou my vision

Man of Sorrows

Before the throne of God above

Now why this fear

Build My Life O Church Arise
Christ Is Enough O Come to The Altar
Chri st i s risen, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer

Christ Our Hope in Life and Death

O Praise the Name (Anastasis)

Christ the lord is risen today

Oceans (Where feet may fail)

Come People of The Risen King

Only A Holy God

Come thou fount

Praise is rising

Cornerstone Resurrection Hymn
Faithful One The Lion and The Lamb
God Is for Us The Lord's my Shephard

Good and gracious king

The Power of The Cross

Great are you Lord

The same power

Great is thy Faithfulness

There Is a Higher Throne

Here for You

Thine Be the Glory

Here Is Love

This | believe (the creed)

His Mercy Is More

This Is Amazing Grace

How Deep the Father's Love for Us

This Is Our God

| Stand Amazed (How Marvellous)

What A Beautiful Name

In Christ Alone

What a friend we have in Jesus

It Is Well with My Soul

Who You Say | Am

It was finished upon that Cross

Yet Not | But Through Christ in Me

Jesus paid it all

You Alone Can Rescue

King of Kings

Let the Nations be Glad

Living Hope

Source Knighton Free Church CCLI returns document 2020.
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1.

Belonging Together

Intercultural Worship
with Children and Families

Workshop 1

3.

Week 1

What do we do when we

ip?
Why do we worship? worship?

How is worship Structured? Discuss/Create

5.

How would you define worship?

22NRAKALI AaXxXe

What is the purpose of worship?
Why do we gather together?

9.

Worship is revelation and response

Revelation

W2 2NRKALE YAaairzy]
Christian service is a response to the (]
who has demonstrated his faithfulness
I £ NB | R Easeman, 2013, 37.
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Appendix 5 Workshop 1: What is Worship?

Introduction

Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness;
they will sing with joy about your righteousness.
Psalm 1457

What is worship?

What is the purpose of worship?
Why do we gather together?

22NAKALIJ

GKSNE INB Yly&d gLe83 (G2 0H

10.

Worship is a dialogue between God and
people

W{AYyOS 62NBEKALI A&
that happens between God and
believers, do you think a good way of
thinking about the worship experience
YAIKG 6S I a02y@S
Iy R D ByRiss 2009, 16.




11.

How do the recent stories we have shared with
the children on Sundays
(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses)
show worship as
dialogue/conversation/relationship?

13.

Worship is the story of thEiune Godvho wants

to be knowrandglorified among the nationsnd

invites us to participate His storyf redemption
in the world.

J. Ford

15.

Worship is formational

Y2 2NEKALI aK2d
and formative. The aim of our|
worship is not individual
expression but communal

FT2NXYIFOA2Yy 2
Sandra VaiDpstal 2016. p 47
Worship is story shaped, and we in turi
FNB &Kl LISR of dalvalianR
that we can share that story with others

17.

Who is worship for?

for God AND for us AND for the world

19.

aSaae
expression of church that offers
countercultural transformation of
family life through families coming
together to be, to make, to eat and to
0SSt So NI G S GagyRlings

| K dzNaDeifresh & W
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2 2NERKA LI

W. Aot A0kt éA2N.E
NBEYSYGoSNE NB
d02NB 27 It
I NB y2i GKS
is the ultimate means and ends 0[
lifeg¥F2 NJ 2dzNB St @S

Robbie CastlemanParenting in the Pew, 2013, 22.

e

.

{2x
- The whole service tells the story
- Our whole lives tell the story

14,

Story shaped worship:

God'’s story

Everyone will share
God’s people GKS a2z

16.

Which of these pictures of worshT)
do you find helpful?

o~ B

18.

How would you explain to a child why
we worship?
OR
Create a short skit to explain to children
why we meet together.

20.

What do wedowhen we gather as believers?




21.

Worship in the early church

Acts 242-47
a! yR GKSe8 RS@G20GSR GKSY]
teachingand tofellowship, to the breaking of

breadand toprayer...praising Godand enjoying
thefavour2 ¥ £ £ GKS LIS2LX So

23.

Creative spark

Think of the songs we usually
v g
\ ’
w4
« 4 Y e
& | \

another bible verse to create a
song for children?
Image source:
Worship_Wheel_MissioRrontiers

sing with children (see Youtube

22.

teaching N~
fellowship -@-

breaking of bread A=A
prayer e
praising God

When we have a family service or family hub
where do these key things fit in?

Are any easier/harder do with children?

24,

Homework

Think of a time you attended a different church
(different kind of church, another place, country
or language).
What was similar or different to what you had
experienced before?

26.

playlist of KFC kids songs)
Feedback

Are there any kinds of songs
that wedo nothave?
Could you use Psalm 117 or
Write a sentence in the chat to say what you
would like to remember about what we
talked about this evening.
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Appendix 6 Workshop 2: Intercultural Worship

Belonging Together

Intercultural Worship
with Children and Families

Introduction

Week 1

Sunday May 23
what is worship?

worship and culture? Family Service

Belonging Together

Pentecost Family
Service

Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness;
they will sing with joy about your righteousness.
Psalm 145:7

3 4.
Week 2
Same and Different Biblical Vision Worsh i p and Cu Itu re
S S — . Discuss/ Create Acts 2
: Family service
5.

6.

same, same but different!

Think of a time you attended a different church
(different kind of church, another country, place
or language).
What was similar or different to what you had
experienced before?

same, same but different!

SAME DIFFERENT

Some things we noticed:
Gathering together
Singing
Praying
Hearing the Bible

‘Some things we noticed:
How loud or quiet it is
126 SELINBa&aA®S LIS2LX S
How things are ordered
Length of time for each part

Whether and when people stand o sit

Worship isbeyond culture ~ Worship iscontextual

8.

Worship is

transcultural beyond culture
and

contextualg culturally specific

Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture
22NREKALI Aa X

X G NI y & (hifsaimézdlibstance everywhere,
beyond culture.
X 02 y (i Svarfiinizladcording to the local situation.
X O 2 datuit@aythallenging what is contrary to the
gospel in a given culture.

X O NZuitufal, making possible sharing between
cultures.

10.

What is culture?

6S R2 -Rachey 34 | NB dzy
i KNR dza K cefiny OK 6 S

4 i K S -oMessliftegrated systems of ideas, feelings,

and values and their associated patternsehaviorand
products shared by a group of people who organize and
NBIdz | §S 6KI G G KBigeril885,80. = F

What about worship and culture at church?

I I @S &2dz 2NJ 2G4 KSNE TSt
How does it feel to be a minority?

Does our church have a culture?
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11.

12.

A Biblical vision for multicultural church
Old Testament

Vft

I NBE YIRS Ay D2RQ&a AYI3IS D
D2RQE USFISERSR (G2 o06S | of S&dahA
K2aLMAdGlrtAdGe FyR 68 F WfA3IKG G

New Testament
Jesus's life and rpinistry. Genealpgy, people Jesus prjoritized,}he
KeYya WSadza FyR KAa RAaOALX Sa

Ps 117 Praise the Lord all you Nations.
Acts 2, Acts 13; 1 Cor. 12:32; Gal 3:28; Eph 2; Eph 5:22; Col 3:]

What about worship and culture at church?

How can our worship relate to the context and
community we are a part of?

How can we reflect the cultures we already have
in our church?

How can we show our connection with the
worldwide body of Christ?

13.

14.

How can we worship together?
Monoculturalg where we are all the same
ORR2 GKAy3Ia Ay R2YA

Multicultural¢ many cultures present but
not connected or related together

Interculturalc where different cultures
relate to and learn from one another

Intercultural

AlB AlB
2] [ [

Monocultural

Multicultural Intercultural

Living Mission Interculturaliitins 2015. in Grove Mev.132

whole person/integrated

w0

15. 16.
How would you answer these questions? | ntergeneratlonal
What are the advantages of being with people:
A. who ardikeyou? EBIHIB A8 LE
. WNO ardikeyou
Y ) c/D
B. who are nolikeyou?
12YYSY@wSXiaySa Al A& 322R (G2 0S8 6AGK LIS2LX same age together Intergenerational
people who are different, we realize what it means to be a part of the body of Ghese is bUt Separate
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one}
in Christ Jesu®eople we had never met before become our family. Adapted from Gittins 2015.
17. 18.
. H Are thegenerationsalways
Breakfast Cereal analogyVhole Worship grains SRR e it [
: ) generations
Whole (multi) grains
intergenerational fru |t - Are the differentculturesseparate?
L Or expected to behave like the
Whole fruits intercultural cultures dominant/majority group?
Whole milk

milk

Are people able to bring thewhole

hip? Or are people
" q whole people [PREERIED IS
\iﬁglllen gfa?r?,gvevﬁﬂfffmn, whole milk ~ Christfocused one body & }1‘ zi = SATIHIRG @F (il Semesiies?
19. 20.
Brainstorm and Create
I 26 O2dz R ¢S I LILX &

worship in our next family service?
intergenerational- Intercultural - inter-ability
How could that impact our choices of:

SongsBtory?Prayers? Activities? Bible
Reading?
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21.

22.

Feedback

Write a sentence in the chat to say what you
would like to remember about what we
talked about this evening.

Homework
Acts 2

ACome with ideas and songs for the family service ready to share and
plan next time.

AAre there anysongsirom another language? Ones we already sing?
léeyya 2N WINRgY dzZlJQ azy3a 0Kl d

AHow could we tell the story?

AHow can we involve people from different cultures and backgrounds,
generations and abilities?

23.

24,

Create- brainstorm

Read Acts 2
1. People from many different cultures and backgrounds were all together
and could hear thevonders of God in their own languagksts 2:912
2.God pours out his spirit oyoung and old, men and womerL7-18
3.D2RQa O f t (12 S@SNE %o8nd yotr childpen ® _
andforallwhoarefaroff F2 NJ | £ £ 6K2Y UKS [ 2NR
AHow can we tell the story of Pentecost in a whole way? How can we
Syoz2Reé GKS ARSI G(KFdG WS@SNE2YyS 4 A
intercultural, integrated.

ACould you write a song? Psalm 117 would be a great passage to use.
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Audio voice messages.

71




Appendix 7 Workshop 3: Worship Planning

Belonging Together

Intercultural Worship
with Children and Families

Workshop 3

Introduction

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Sunday May 23
what is worship? worship and culture?  Belonging Together Family Service

Pentecost Family
Service

Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness;
they will sing with joy about your righteousness.
Psalm 145:7

3.

4,

Week 3
What is worship?

Inter/whole worship

How is worship Structured? Discuss/Create

Worship is -'@_:

story shaped relational formational

o w §

Who is worship for?

5.

6.

Story shaped worship:
God'’s story
l 0
nHr‘ @ o0
\
ﬂrﬁ*y lﬁ\w 0
h - Everyone will share|
God’s people GKS ai2

A B A B
L2k [ [

Intercultural

Monocultural ~ Multicultural Intercultural

Living Mission InterculturaliGittins 2018. in Grove Mev.132

7.

8.

Breakfast Cereal analogyVhole Worship

)
K;

Serving suggestion
whole grain, whole fruit, whole milk

Whole (multi) grains
intergenerational

Whole fruits intercultural

Whole milk
whole person/integrated

w0

Christfocused- one body & };\. a

Worship follows a structure

So how can we plan?

9.

10.

Think back to the last family service at church.
What happened?
What was the order of service?

10:33 Song 1 - Your Love

10:36 Interview - Radfords

10:39 Talk 1 - Rach

10:43 Song2-T h e r e-ore lika desus

10:47 Break for craft/activities
(AU pre-recorded sermon 21 minutes)

11:08 Show and tell craft
11:11 Song 3 - Lord | lift your name on high

11:14 Talk 2 - Rach Including reading by Lily Marshall John 14v1-3
from TNIV

11:19 Song 4 - On the Winning Side (video or live?)
11:23 Video - Covid Update
11:25 Finishi Paul
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11.

12.

Structuring our worship to tell the Good News

Part of the service things that may happen

> Gathering God invites, we enter, welcome, purpose, prayer, praise, confession

v Word
AN ]

Q Sending

God speaks, we listeg Bible reading (OT + NT + Psalms), prayer,
songs, sermon

God provides, we receive¥ 2 2 RE [ 2 Wieidgq Fanuit BulS NJY

God sends, we gq prayer, closing songwith praise and thanksgiving
and going out renewed

Source: The Gospel OrdePatrick Friesen

10:33 Song 1 - Your Love
10:36 Interview - Radfords

10:39 Talk 1 - Rach » Gatheri ng
10:43 Song2-T h e r e-one like Jesus v Word
10:47 Break for craft/activities .

(AU pre-recorded sermon 21 minutes) Q Sendlng

11:08 Show and tell craft
11:11 Song 3 - Lord | lift your name on high

11:14 Talk 2 - Rach Including reading by Lily Marshall John 14v1-3
from TNIV

11:19 Song 4 - On the Winning Side (video or live?)
11:23 Video - Covid Update
11:25 Finishii Paul

13.

14,

22NEKAL) LX | yYSNE

Anarchitectg W¢ KS RdziASa 2F 62NRAKAL) RSar3dy$s
The Worship Architect, Constance Cherry, 2010, Xiii.

A desil nen: t2y3 F2NJ X (GKS ASNBAOSA 3|

l_;eaun ul so ons 1o thé issues of haw to help diverse conqregauons express

GKSYastogSa uz2 D2RZ YR U2 2R
Sam design

Dinner Parl;{ Hogt invite, welcome, greeting, acknowledge get to know one
another, table talk, share a meal, leaving and goodbye:

4 stages of every good Sevvlﬂsnalhan Powers

ATheoIoglan;WKSQ(EEé Ad Ol dZAK(G @ AOpstas PhiE K A L

xt Worship

Which of these are you most like?

Ifsig 4, B
Architect Designer Host Theologian

15.

16.

As we plan the family service:
What is the main idea?
What do you want people to
experience?
remember?

Discussion

Prep for the service on May 23

17.

18.

Feedback

Write a sentence in the chat to say what you
would like to remember about what we
talked about this evening.

Homework

Prepare for the service on May 23
Praythat God will pour out His Spirit ars all

19.
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Appendix 8 Video and Resource List for Workshop Participants

Worship and Culture

Belonging Together Playlist A selection of videos giving voices from a variety of

cultural backgrounds about our unity in Christ and the meaning of worship.

Children's Praise in Many Languages - document With lyrics and youtube links.

Mostly suggested by church families, languages include: Arabic, Bulgarian,
Chinese, Italian, Romanian

Children Worshiping in Many Languages - Playlist A playlist of songs

Makaton Signed Worship - Playlist A playlist of songs with Makaton Sign

Language

Worship Songs in Many Languages - Playlist A playlist of songs for adults and

children
Autorul Vietii Romanian worship Youtube channel - new songs added regularly
What is worship? for kids A video explanation for kids (from the US)

Kids Songs by Steve and Kay Morgan-Gurr Song Select MG Songs

PLANNING RESOURCES:

Kay Morgan- Gurr on Worship Kay talks about:

1. Intergenerational Worship (from beginning of video) &
" : ‘parenting
2. Additional Needs (starts at 1:37) in the pew
3. What makes a good kids' song? (starts at 3:17) A yerchnern
4. 4 stages of every good service Jonathan Powers robbie castieman
https://www.100fthose.com/uk/products/24341/parenting-in-the-pew
Parenting in the Pew - Robbie Castleman Google Books
Trillia Newbell-aut hor of Goddés Very Good Il dea

God's Very Good Ildea for younger kids - Knighton Readaloud

Creative God, Colorful Us for older kids

Creative God, Colorful Us Interviews with Kids video chat United: Captured

by God's vision for Diversity for adults

Author Chat with Trillia Newbell Video discussion
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL31084KZF37XZTbdv7vWoQUsLEhE9CM3B
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14T_Fm1rcfyrUB2DxfiOq7V-s1k3QbFITJxVgIFwTFyA/edit
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUqn7HXG0rMA7QryANfsmC4hQ25cWleYh
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUqn7HXG0rMDY9LwALGZuTopAuJ-MqFSI
https://youtu.be/yWSgBu99ao8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYCm7sTAnovq53FggDVrWTQ
https://youtu.be/jhjXv0yKZZA
https://songselect.ccli.com/search/results?SongContent=&PrimaryLanguage=&Keys=&Themes=&List=&Sort=&SearchText=Morgan+gurr
https://youtu.be/aSWEHn3q_K8
https://www.seedbed.com/four-stages-of-every-good-worship-service/
https://www.10ofthose.com/uk/products/24341/parenting-in-the-pew
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=bIFYzQrEkUAC&printsec=copyright&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/gods-very-good-idea
https://youtu.be/LNrAtyz4BOk
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/creative-god-colorful-us
https://youtu.be/qvtfZ5sXbX4
https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/personal-life/united/
https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/personal-life/united/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyJLwi4Q7o0

Appendix 9 Comments during Workshop 1

CW2: |1 am in the same place | grew up in.

(CW1 and 2: work with people from other cultures.)

CW1l: béavtykground is very white middle cl assbé.
CW3: OMy background is not diverseb.

CW1.6Why donét the English have a strong sens

CCE2 couple: describe arriving in UK. Change from Orthodox church. Liturgy, tradition,
language, monocultural. In UK came to Knighton, very different. Took a long time to get

used to it. OéLove it. Like it's my second ho

CCE2: We were monocultural before we left our country, but in a minority. Faith made a
|l ot of difference €é t he c uOthersdoenothesessaridytliveite c e s
out, it is often just religious. From the outside and inside is different. ID card shows they

are Christian, but often nominal. Can convert to majority religion but not vice versa.
Researcher experienced many cultures, but most people from one cultural background.
What is worship? Discussion.

What does worship involve: teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, the word, prayer.
Researcher: which of these is easier/harder?

CW1: Prayer is often the hardest to do with children in a service. Easy with food, pray

before the food. CW2: Prayer crafts let children get involved.

CCE2: people can pray silently, not everyone can be praying loudly. We praise God by
our commitment as a fellowship, this shows the kids who we are and what we
do. .. formationé.children wil!/ be affected mo

parts we do more than other, we are still growing.
Cwz2: Do children | earn by watching us even i

CWa3: Fellowship is easiest...thinking of the hub...it is hard at the moment because we

have to stay apart.
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Appendix 10 Comments during Workshop 2

Describing a time when they were in a different place...

CWwW1: I remember feeling very out of place.
in.
CW2:noone pretended to be normal, peoplebs qui

CW2: What was the same? Compared to now, there was people there and they were

together. They went there to see each other. Church now is more different than any

church | have ever been to, because church is about being together. And church at the
moment is about trying to not talk to people
together and seeing people and youdre encour
by being there yourself. And encouraging each other by singing the same truths together

and |listening to the bible together and cari

CW: Ultimately in whatever expression people are expressing their love to God...we have

our favourite way...but it has to be a similar thing across all churches.
Researcher: What is culture?

Cw2: 1toés the way we do things around here,
hands in the air but you can i f yanjg.Wesingl y w
loud, but at the same time as everyoneelse-you dondét freestyle. The
dondot perform. Thatdés the way we do it and a
people wild.l notice. They donypdl bcmuad!| yomi hd

it. So, everyone keeps doing the same thing.
CCE1: ltés the I ens through which you see th

CWl: We are probably not taught our own cul't

other way.
CW2: When someone does challenge it, it can be freeing...you can re-imagine things.

CW1: You need to be prepared to do things differently. It doesn't come naturally. We need

to be receptive to other cultures.
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Comments during Workshop 2 continued.

CWL1: | was talking to a guy last year around the time George Floyd murder was
murderedé. He was explaining to me the daily
viewed the world as a result of it. He viewed things in a negative way when | am sure they
werenodt intended asabeotglyhow they camdacross to him.twhiok a

Il would not have seen the same way. He felt
that was really eye opening. You would never imagine it unless you had had that
conversation, and ymwagined ibjustby spéndinghirmaewgh hanvie r |
was very challenging and very interesting to try and see things through their lens. And that
related partly to church as well, the way that they felt in church.

CCEZ1: | was reading a book that described how to be British. A foreigner was in the
audience and the comedian made a joke and everyone was laughing, but he was not
laughing because he did not understand the jokes. | often feel like that person...| am still a

foreigner - | don't belong.

CW?2: In a church that does things differently | feel | don't fit in because I'm not having the

same experience.
CW4: | feel anxious when other people are doing something different to me.
CWa3: Seeing everyone else putting their hands in the air and feeling left out.

CWa3: | used to go to ... a massive church with loads of different cultures. There was one
lady who would do the prayer in a (different) language, but there are so many languages,
why have you chosen that | anguage? But only

hard to please everybody. How do you decide?
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Audio Transcript for Workshop 2

Researcher; What are the advantages of being together with people like you, who speak

the same language, when you worship?

CCE2: This is the reason behind why we have a monthly fellowship. If people are

attending different churches. It is a relaxing atmosphere. When people speak the same

|l anguage, it is |less tiring €& |l ess mind worKk
...non-believers can see Christianity is not just for white people or black people or brown

people, Christ is for everyone. And they would see this from people who have the same

skin colour or language. Definitely, it does have a very positive aspect. At an English-

speaking church, their minds will have to be working all the time to be able to translate to

their first language which can be very exhausting sometimes. So, this is why it is good to

be together with people from the same language and culture.

Researcher: What are the advantages of being with people not like you when you

worship?

CCE2: Attending church where people are different, personally speaking it meant a lot
personally speaking, what it means to be invited, because of Christ, what it means to have
this one body, one body which means that no matter the barriers that you have, the
barriers of language, skin colour, cultures. It still means that these are my brothers and
sisters in Christ. That for us was like a remarkable thing that | don't think my words will be
able to express the precious meaning of it for us. When | was speaking about a church
gathering where the people have the same language | would say that in evangelism it's
more meaningful to have like either one to one or a fellowship which speaks the same
language, but if you are speaking about unity and what it means for believers, attending
the church where you have people from different backgrounds would be an amazing thing
and people would really realise by their mind, by their heart what it means to be in Christ,
the body of Christ. No difference between gentiles and Jews, slave or master, male and
female, that how it was for us to meet people whom we have never seen or met and they

have become our family.
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Appendix 11 Comments during Workshop 3

Researcher: What do you want people to remember? What do you want people to
experience?

CW2: a family service should be a joyous, welcoming, kid friendly, happy environment.
CWa3: It should be a space where young kids can be young kids.

CW2: we dondt want t o b e acknewdedders. Thele ara al@ts s

and children there.

Researcher: (it has been said that) a good family service is like a Pixar movie; it is

enjoyable and meaningful for old and young.

CW1: | want more than that. | want it not to be something we watch; | want grownups and
children to enjoy each other as well. Not just everything is from the front but do things as a

family within the church.

CWa3: there should be more interaction.

CW1: But we may not know until later.

CW2: could try and have two families connect together.

CW1: This year's one will be significantly limited, but we would like an annual celebrate

the world family event.

Singing in different languages is hard to do at the moment
CWa3: how will the restrictions change by then?

CW1.: not sure yet. Waiting to find out.

CCE2: (test message) | think a passage from Acts speak about the how the church
started ...household element in the church. Jews and Gentiles...to assure that families and
kids are welcomed and loved in the church...setting up activities to make sure no one is
forgotten ..maybe having people to speak about their testimonies of having a loving

church family ...etc.
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Appendix 12 Layout of church for Family Service

stairs stairs
cK A f RNBy ONRAY 3 WP-

BALCONY
AV Desk tSIFFT 0ft26SN) of
people below
A A
N N
flames' W t% )
doors

Congregation sitting in family

groups on blankets around

the room

-

q PLATFORM
doors

Each group given box containing crafts, pens, scissors, glue, tape & musical instruments.
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Appendix 13 Order of Service

Family Service i May 23, 2021
Knighton Free Church Sunday Service
9:30am Sunday 23rd May

Family Service

Leading PA

Music Visuals

9:30 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 1 (X to narrate)

9.34 | Our God is a great big God

9.37 | Live interview - (mention Youtube playlist)

9.42 |Craftl
Play Fii Binecuvantat (blessed be your name) and Esta Aici (Waymaker)*

9.52 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 2

955 [T her e-om lika Jesus

9.58 | Craft 2
Play Big family of God (Makaton) and By my side (African Kids 4 Christ)*

10.08 | Acts 2 Drama - scene 3

10.12 | Prayer Video

10.15 | This is amazing Grace

10.20 | Finish and notices

*Song in italics to be played during Craft a
together - intercultural worship.

Notices to include:
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Appendix 14 Drama Script: Acts 2

Scene 1 (start of service)

Narrator: Wa i t i ng i s hard, isn't it. l't's real
waiting for. Jesus' friends were waiting, but they really didn't know what they were waiting
for.

Speaker 1: OK, s o iobedaethen andesvetything, but... what are we doing here
again?

Speaker 2: Well, we are all the followers of Jesus, the only people in the world who

believe he died and rose again to bring us close to God...

Speaker 1: Yes | know that! We saw everything that happened with Jesus, all those
miracles, and then when he died, and then when he came back alive, of course we

believe in him!! But what do we do now?

Speaker 2: Well Jesus said we had to wait here, but to be honest I'm not sure what we're

waiting for.

Speaker 3: Hey, I'm not sure what we're waiting for either, but | remember Jesus said,
when he was with us on Earth, that we should wait here in Jerusalem. So if Jesus said it,
I'm doing it.

Speaker 2: | think he said he was going to give us something, but I'm not sure what...?

Speaker 3: Well I'm not sure either, but | know our God is great, he won't leave us alone. |

just know he has an amazing plan for us, we just have to keep waiting...

Narrator: Wow, | wander what they are waiting for? We will find out later, but now let's sing
about this great God that the 1st ever followers of Jesus believed in and we still believe in
today.

SONG: "Our God is a Great Big God"

[Craftl: make flame. 1 person takes up through 1 way system to balcony, places on

handrail then returns to family]
Scene 2 (after craft)

Narrator: Well Jesus' followers did what he had told them. They waited. They were all in a

room together, a bit like us today when suddenly they heard a loud noise!!

[Leaf blower blows off craft flames from balcony down onto everyone]
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Speaker 3: Wow, what is that wind?!
Speaker 2: What are these flames everywhere?

Speaker 1: This is amazing! | know what we should be doing now. Well, isn't it obvious?!

We need to start telling everyone about Jesus?!

Speaker 3: Great plan, what's the point of us all just sitting in here, let's start telling people
about Him.

Speaker 2: Jerusalem has a lot of visitors right now, people from all different countries,
they need to hear too!

Narrator: So you know that wind and those flames? that was how Jesus got their attention
when he first sent the Holy Spirit. God's Holy Spirit helps us know God, and be confident
to share his message, even if we can't see Jesus on earth at the moment. The Holy Spirit
was a special gift from Jesus, and Jesus so gives the best presents!

Let's sing, there's noone like Jesus, it's annoying we can't sing, but let's all do the actions,

especially all the parents!

SONG: Thereds no one | ike Jesus

Scene 3 (after craft 2)

Speaker 1: Hey everyone, listen up, I've got amazing news to share with you.

Everyone who turns to Jesus can be saved! He will rescue us from the bad in our lives

and give us a future with God.

Speaker 2: Yes remember Jesus who was killed? God raised him back to life!! Death

could not keep him down!

Speaker: 3: Its all true! We all know that when people die you don't see them again, but

we all saw Jesus risen from the dead!

Speaker 1: Jesus is the king over all, he is God, and he is the one who can rescue you
and give you life with God!

Speaker 4: (Speaks some exclamations in other language) How can it be that |

understand your words? | do not speak your language!

Speaker 5: (Speaks some exclamations in other language) Me too! But | speak a different
language to you as well! This amazing message is being spoken into our hearts! | want to

know this Jesus for myself.
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Speaker 1: Of course you can. Just turn away from your old life. Stop running away from

God and believe in Jesus to forgive your sins.
Speaker 4: And Speaker 5.. "Great, lets do it!"

Narrator: It really was amazing. God was showing everyone that this good news about
Jesus was for the whole world! Jesus' friends couldn't just keep it to themselves anymore,
they had to share it. Now they had God's Holy spirit, all they wanted to do was share this
message with others!

Speaker 2: That's right: everyone can join Jesus' family: This promise is to you, to your
children, and to those farawayd al | who have been called by t|

Speaker 4: So can we join you, even though we're from a different place?
Speaker 3: Of course! Come on in!

Narrator: Wow that's great news. Do you know how many people decided to start

following Jesus that day? It was 3,000- people from all over the world!

At first the believers stayed together as 1 family and looked after each other, but so many
more people started following Jesus, that soon they spread out.... now there are people

who believe in Jesus spread all over the world!

Did you like the bit where people spoke in different languages, but all understood the
message about Jesus? It must have been amazing to hear so many different languages

praising God.

We are going to pray now, and to help us pray we have a video. Lots of friends used a
different language to pray to God, so you will hear lots of different languages. You might
want to read the English words, or maybe you prefer to pray your own prayer in your heart
to God as you listen.

Let's pray together.
Prayer video

SONG: This is Amazing Grace
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Appendix 15 Craft Activities for Family Service
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