 
A COVENANT BETWEEN THE LEADERS OF

 CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SURREY 2003
WE GIVE THANKS to God for the way in which we and our predecessors have grown together since the Declaration of Intent was renewed in 1995, through regular worship, fellowship and discussion.  Mutual love and trust have grown since that time and we are delighted to have seen, across Surrey and North East Hampshire, evidence of a strengthening of fellowship between Christians and especially through local Churches Together groups.

WE HUMBLY ACKNOWLEDGE that there are still many issues which divide us, and that there are areas of suspicion and indifference which injure the Body of Christ in Surrey and North East Hampshire.  We repent of attitudes and practices which inhibit our united witness and we pledge ourselves to address the issues which still keep us apart.

WE JOYFULLY COMMIT OURSELVES to do all that we can to encourage fuller understanding and closer co-operation amongst our churches and congregations.  We especially commit ourselves to work more closely together in

·  the appointment of ministers 

·  the use of our buildings

·  our relationship with statutory authorities, voluntary agencies and the media

· advocacy on issues of justice locally, nationally and internationally

· creating bonds of friendship with other faith communities

·  encouraging all Churches Together groups as they engage in the deepening of local relationships, social action and mission as they proclaim the Gospel, nurture the faithful, serve the community, challenge injustice and care for the earth

· strengthening our fellowship with those who are our brothers and sisters in Christ but who are not, at present, part of Churches Together in Surrey.

WE INVITE all Christians in Surrey and North East Hampshire to join with us in rededicating themselves to the God who calls us to a more visible unity in Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to his praise and glory. Amen
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