Sharing under the 1969 Act
The following Churches (in alphabetical order) are covered by the Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969. Others can apply to be added by a notice placed in the London Gazette (called ‘gazetting’).  Member Churches of Churches Together in Britain & Ireland should apply through CTE (see below); those belonging to the Evangelical Alliance or Affinity can apply through those organisations.
Abingdon Community Church, Aylesbury Vale Community Church, Baptist Union of Great Britain, Chafford Hundred Community Church, Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches, Chinese Church in London, Church in Wales, Church of England, Church of God of Prophecy, Congregational Federation, Council of African and Afro-Caribbean Churches, Council of Oriental Orthodox Churches, Diocese of Sourozh (Russian Orthodox Church), Elim Trust, Fellowship of Churches of Christ, Free Church of England, Greek Orthodox Church, Heworth Christian Fellowship, Independent Methodist Churches, International Ministerial Council of Great Britain, Joint Council of Anglo-Caribbean Churches, Lutheran Council of Great Britain, Methodist Church, Moravian Church

New Testament Assembly, New Testament Church of God, Old Baptist Union, Oxford Community Church, Pentecostal Evangelistic Outreach (UK), Presbyterian Church of Wales, Roman Catholic Church, Shiloh United Church of Christ Apostolic, Southam Road Evangelical Fellowship Banbury, The Oakes Christian Fellowship Sheffield, The Salvation Army, The Straits Church, United Reformed Church, Wesleyan Reform Union of Churches 
What next?

Further information can be obtained as follows:

The Church of England

Contact your Diocesan Ecumenical Officer or the Council for Christian Unity, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ. 

The Methodist Church

Contact your District Ecumenical Officer or Methodist Resourcing Mission Office, Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester M1 1JQ
The Roman Catholic Church

Contact the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BZ
The United Reformed Church

Contact the Secretary for Ecumenical Relations, United Reformed Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT.

The Baptist Union of Great Britain

Contact the Ecumenical Administrator, Baptist House, 129 Broadway, Didcot, Oxon  OX11 8RT.

Churches Together in England
Contact Revd John Bradley, 27 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9HH
Further copies of this leaflet (ref 04.10) can be obtained from: www.churches-together.net/ Articles/61504/Churches_Together_in/Local_Ecumenism/Ecumenical_Notes/4_SHARING_CHURCH.aspx  
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Showing that we share
That we worship in different buildings is one way in which the Christian Church appears to be more divided than it really is. When different Churches decide to share their buildings, it is not only good stewardship of limited resources but also a public statement that our mission is to unite, not to divide.
40 Years ago the Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969 made such agreements legally possible in England and Wales.  Without it, charity law would prevent one Church from putting its funds into a building which belonged to another Church.  The growing number of what were then called Areas of Ecumenical Experiment (now Local Ecumenical Partnerships) required a legal way of sharing ownership of buildings.  
Weddings

The Church of England also has particular legal requirements for a building to be authorized for weddings to be solemnized and a Sharing Agreement is needed before an Anglican wedding can be solemnized in another Church’s building or another Church’s rite celebrated in a Church of England building.
Sharing in other ways
At the same time, hundreds of congregations have been established by those who have settled in Britain, especially from Africa and the Caribbean.  Most are not able to obtain their own premises but find somewhere to rent.

If this is another Christian Church, the relation is far more than that between a landlord and a tenant but may be more provisional than the Sharing Agreement envisaged by the 1969 Act.  Are they Sharers, Guests or Tenants?  This was the title of a report in 1994 which examined the question, especially in the London area.  It said that one over-riding issue ought to be that ‘each Christian congregation should regard the other as part of the body of Christ, and should be looking to develop a sense of fellowship and koinonia with them, exploring the whole idea of the richness of diversity.  The landlord-tenant relationship is not appropriate within the body of Christ.’  
More recently, the Anglican Diocese of Southwark, S London, has developed a framework for the use of parish buildings by independent churches.  It makes clear the responsibilities of the ‘host church’ and the ‘hiring church’ and shows how any disputes can be resolved amicably.

Joint Council
Most Sharing Agreements drawn up under the 1969 Act create a management body called a Joint Council composed of named people from the two or more Churches.  If there are two separate congregations worshipping at different times, the Joint Council can resolve any disputes between their requirements and oversee any fund-raising for clearing a building debt or matters for further maintenance.  Sometimes the relations between the churches can grow so that a closer covenant or merger can become a possibility.
However, if the building is for a single congregation LEP, this can be vested in the Ecumenical Church Council so that the same body is responsible for the building and the work which goes on in it.
Listed Buildings

When a Sharing Agreement is on a Listed Building, care must be taken that the requirements of Ecclesiastical Exemption are maintained.  The partner Churches need to decide which of them will act for all in this regard.  This will usually be the custodian trustee named in the Sharing Agreement, unless this is the Official Custodian for Charities.
Safeguarding

All Churches must ensure that children and vulnerable adults meeting on their premises or in events which they organise are kept safe from harm.  Where a building is shared, it is important not to assume that someone else is dealing with this.  Consult the Churches Agency for Safeguarding (www.churchsafe.org.uk) for what needs to be done.
Not just Places of Worship

A Sharing Agreement can also be made for a manse or clergy house where Churches use it to accommodate the minister of a united church, or for a hall or other community resource.
