INTRODUCTION to Churches’ Covenant

Two Counties’ Service, 11th May 2003.

1. Background:  Church Leaders and Representatives of Churches in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire have shared a personal Covenant since about 1990.  This was most recently renewed on 28th April 2002. What we celebrate here tonight is a Churches’ Covenant, which is intended to serve as a parallel to that Church Leaders’ Covenant. It was first considered some five years ago, and in its original form was circulated to all of our traditions for their consideration and comment. It stands now encompassing the various contributions made as a result of that lengthy process of consultation. 

2. Format:  the Covenant is now –

· in straightforward language.

· It is mission focussed, based around the widely used five marks of mission though in an expanded form. 

· It encompasses both our being and our working together.

· It is capable of endorsement by congregations, councils or individual church leaders, both local and regional – in other words it is suitable for a wide range of ecclesiologies.

· It reflects the ethos of the Church Leaders’ Covenant. 

· It allows room for the County Bodies, our various Denominations, and individual churches to develop this Covenant in strategies appropriate to their situation.

· It is capable of being renewed regularly if desired and also of drawing other Christians into Covenant with us in due course. 

3. Process:  This Churches’ Covenant is commended by the Council of Churches Together in Derbyshire and by the Council of Churches Together in Nottinghamshire as well as by the Church Leaders’ Meeting. It has been circulated to all our denominations for their approval and acceptance. It is of course a matter for each tradition how it signifies that agreement and who might sign it on their behalf.  

We should note that tonight there are two separate Covenants being signed, one for churches in Nottinghamshire and one for churches in Derbyshire. However, except for the names of the Counties in the text, there is no other difference! But we have produced them in this form because our wider unity in faith and action is most commonly expressed through our Intermediate County Bodies, Churches Together in Derbyshire and Churches Together in Nottinghamshire. Each of these bodies will shortly be considering their strategic outworking of their response to this Covenant. 

So, the Covenant is expressed thus: 

Churches’ Covenant

On behalf of the churches within Churches Together in Derbyshire and Churches Together in Nottinghamshire we acknowledge with thankfulness - 

· our common faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit;

· our common calling to serve in God’s mission;

· the diversity of our traditions and the different gifts each brings to our common life.

We believe we are called to deepen our life together in Christ, and to seek to offer to the world a united witness and a shared service.

Therefore, as fellow pilgrims in faith, we commit ourselves to work together -

· in proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God and nurturing new believers;

· in expressing the love of God through common service;

· in resisting and seeking to transform all that threatens or subverts the values of the Kingdom;

· in promoting justice, peace and reconciliation;

· in celebrating and preserving the integrity of creation so that this and future generations can enjoy and share its blessings;

· in finding other partners with whom we can work.

We believe that this commitment can be expressed in a variety of ways, and in particular through the life and work of Churches Together in Derbyshire and Churches Together in Nottinghamshire.

We pray that God will lead us, with all our sisters and brothers in Christ, so that we may 

· witness to the uniting love of God and

· grow towards that full visible expression of unity which is God’s will.

We make this covenant together on behalf of our churches and congregations, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Signed by appropriate church leaders, denominational and congregational representatives within Derbyshire)

___________________________________________________________________

