NEW COVENANT

signed by Presidents of Churches Together in Lancashire

We give thanks to the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for every opportunity we have to go on building trust and community between us; to share in worship, work and consultation together.

We celebrate the spirit of partnership which has grown among us over recent years and especially under the Covenant signed in Preston in 1987.

We recognise that we share many similar responsibilities, joys, problems and hopes. We have much to offer to and receive from each other in the rich diversity of our traditions.

We believe that as we are drawn into worship, and to know and to love God in the unity of the Trinity, so by the Holy Spirit we are empowered to reflect the Father's reconciling compassion for His world, redeemed by His Son, Jesus Christ.  So inspired the Church engages in the task of mission in God's world. 

We affirm the following characteristics of a missionary church:

· proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom;

· teaching, baptising and nurturing new believers;

· responding to human need by loving service;

· seeking to transform unjust structures of society;

· striving to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustaining and renewing the life of the earth.

We publicly commit ourselves under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to: 

o
healing the memories of past divisions;

o
joining with one another to pray, study, reflect and act together;

o
continuing to deepen and develop our common life in Christ;

o
engaging together with the issues and concerns of the 21st century in order to promote all that makes for justice and peace and builds up the common good.

We therefore undertake to:

o
meet together regularly to further the aims of this Covenant;

o
foster local co-operation and partnership among all churches;

o
encourage and support the work of the Churches Together movement in Lancashire, locally, regionally and nationally;

o
consult together in all matters of strategic planning for the future. 

We pray Christ’s prayer for unity that we may be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We invite all Christians in Lancashire to support and encourage us in the keeping of this Covenant, which shall be a sign of our commitment to one another under God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.  Amen

Signed in Preston on 26 November 2002 by:

Revd Peter Brain, Rt Revd Terence Brain, Rt Revd Alan Chesters, Revd Keith Garner, Revd Christopher Haig, Most Revd Patrick Kelly, Rt Revd Stephen Pedley, Revd Stephen Poxon

To be signed in January 2003 by:

Major Mary Bullock, Rt Revd John Goddard, Rt Revd Vincent Malone, Rt Revd Patrick O’Donoghue
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