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                   July 2016 
                                    

 
 

 

Reflection of the Month: 

Holy, Holy, Holy: A Trinity Song  

 
This is an original concept piece from a musician in Wakefield 

called Gus Taylor. It explores how the Body of Christ is made 
up of many parts and how unity is achieved when in harmony. 
 

Gus says, 'this is a worshipful meditation on the body of 
Christ, where I use multiple vocal layers and body percussion 

to give an audio picture of one body being made up of multiple parts working together'. 
 
Gus performs all parts and provides copyright permission for playing on this website if 

credited 'Gus Taylor'. 
  
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277565/Home/Resources/Relationships/Discussion_papers_audios/Holy_Ho
ly_Holy/Holy_Holy_Holy.aspx  

    

 

 

Referendum Vote Responses  
 

Various Presidents, church leaders, member churches, Bodies 
in Association and partners of Churches Together in England, 
have made or collated responses to the European Union 

Referendum vote held on Thursday 23rd June: 
 

Joint Letter 'Call to Solidarity' from Church and Faith 
Leaders: 1st July 2016  
  

 
Churches in England 

 
Baptists Together Revd Lynn Green Call for a Prayerful Response 
 

Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales Statement of Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols 

 
Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales Call for mutual respect and civility 
 

Church of England Statement of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
 

Coptic Orthodox Church in the United Kingdom His Grace Bishop Angaelos 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277565/Home/Resources/Relationships/Discussion_papers_audios/Holy_Holy_Holy/Holy_Holy_Holy.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277565/Home/Resources/Relationships/Discussion_papers_audios/Holy_Holy_Holy/Holy_Holy_Holy.aspx
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/Call-to-Solidarity
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/Call-to-Solidarity
http://www.baptist.org.uk/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=470788
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/eu-referendum-statement
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/06/24/bishops-call-for-return-of-mutual-respect-and-civility-after-brexit-vote/?utm_content=bufferb472d&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/5743/eu-referendum-statement-by-archbishops-of-canterbury-and-york
http://www.copticcentre.com/eu-referendum-statement-by-hg-bishop-angaelos/


CTe-News is provided free for subscribers @ www.cte.org.uk/news 

2 
 

 
Evangelical Alliance Steve Clifford General Director 

 
Ichthus Christian Fellowship A Video Message from Roger Forster 

 
Joint Public Issues Team After the Vote: A Recommitment to the Common Good 
 

Methodist Church President and Vice President of Conference 
 

Religious Society of Friends: Quaker Building Bridges after the Referendum 
 
United Reformed Church The Morning After ... 

 
  

In the wider world: 
 
Statements from the Four Nations are on the website of Churches Together in Britain 

and Ireland 
 

Conference of European Churches Renewed Call for Unity in Divisive Times 
 

World Council of Churches Statement on the outcome 
 
  

Resources 
 

Churches Together in England List of resources collated before June 23rd. 
 
 

 

Interchurch Families Weekend  

The future of 'the family'  

after Rome 
 

Doral Hayes from the Association of Interchurch 
Families, a Body in Association of Churches Together  

in England, writes: 
 
BOOK NOW! AIF Weekend 2016 – 22nd – 23rd October 

 
The AIF weekend, held at The Hayes Conference Centre Swanwick, nr Alfreton in 

Derbyshire, welcomes all couples in an interchurch marriage, anyone contemplating 
such a marriage including children of any age. Clergy and others interested in, or 
pastorally concerned with, interchurch families are also most welcome. 

 
The title for the weekend is “The Future for “The Family” after Rome”. 

 
We will be joined by a number of speakers including Bishop Tim Thornton of Truro our 
Anglican President, Bishop Peter Doyle Chair of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ 

Committee for Marriage & Family Life, as well as Fr Dominic Robinson SJ. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.eauk.org/current-affairs/media/press-releases/after-leave-vote-the-evangelical-alliance-calls-for-unity-and-reconciliation.cfm
http://ichthus.org.uk/blog/a-message-from-roger-forster-after-brexit/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/after-the-referendum-a-recommitment-to-the-common-good/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases/president-and-vice-president-release-statement-on-eu-referendum
http://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/response-to-the-vote-to-leave-the-european-union
http://www.urc.org.uk/media-news/2068-the-morning-after.html
http://ctbi.org.uk/eu-referendum-church-reactions/
http://www.ceceurope.org/uk-eu-referendum-cec-calls-for-renewed-commitment-to-unity-in-divisive-times/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/wcc-invites-prayer-for-united-kingdom-and-europe-in-the-wake-of-201cbrexit201d-referendum
http://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/465862/Home/News/Latest_news_articles/Ecumenical_Resources_for.aspx
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Worship & prayer are central to the weekend and all ages are involved in the liturgy 

and the music. There will be a Roman Catholic Mass and another service, this year in 
the Anglican tradition. 

 
Children will also be able to enjoy their own separate, but integrated programmes, 
whilst those aged 15 and over may elect to join the main conference or take part in the 

Young Adults Group (YAG) programme. 
 

For more details and to download a booking form please click here 2016 AIF Weekend 
Booking Form – March 2016 
 

 

 

Education Sunday  

- Inspirational Education Stories 
 
 

Education Sunday, which this year takes place on the 

11th September, is a national day of prayer and 
celebration for everyone in the world of education.  It 
is a day not just for teachers and students but for 

everyone who works, volunteers and prays for 
education in all its forms- Sunday school leaders, receptionists in educational settings, 

school leaders, university lecturers, those involved in adult education, school 
governors…the list goes on.  Education Sunday is a day to celebrate and affirm that 
service and bless those who work hard to bless others. 

 
Churches Together in England are coordinating an ecumenical steering group made up 

of representatives from eight member churches in order to create resources to help 
churches and schools take part in Education Sunday.  As part of these resources we 
want to collect stories of how education changes lives. 

 stories where teachers and others in education have made a difference to 
people’s lives. 

 stories where education has pulled people back from the brink 
 stories where education has changed lives and allowed empowerment and 

human flourishing 

 stories where being an educator, or someone who works in the setting of 
education, has changed their own life 

 stories that demonstrate this year’s Education Sunday theme of ‘All Are 
Welcome’- stories that demonstrate the hospitality of education 

 stories that highlight people’s vocation to work/volunteer in the world of 
education. We would like to collect all sorts of different stories from a wide 
variety of people. 

 
So if you or someone you know has an inspirational story to share, please contact 

Sarah.Lane.Cawte@freechurches.org.uk and help us celebrate the life changing 
possibility of education. 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.interchurchfamilies.org.uk/wpsystem/wp-content/uploads/2016-AIF-Weekend-Booking-Form-March-2016.pdf
http://www.interchurchfamilies.org.uk/wpsystem/wp-content/uploads/2016-AIF-Weekend-Booking-Form-March-2016.pdf
http://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/397045/Home/Resources/Education_Sunday/Education_Sunday_background.aspx
mailto:Sarah.Lane.Cawte@freechurches.org.uk
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CEA Can Help Your Evangelism  

   
The Christian Enquiry Agency is 25 years old and serves 
all the member churches of Churches Together in 

England as an Agency of CTE.  
 

In June 2016 over 18,000 clicked on the website 
www.christianity.org.uk and 73 enquirers were received by individuals who specifically 

requested to find out more about the Christian faith. These enquiries are followed up 
by individual members of a team who support the work on behalf of the churches in 
England. 

 
Here, Peter Graystone, Director of the Christians Enquiry Agency, introduces 10 ways 

in which the ministry of CEA can help every church in England with its own ministry of 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

Download a PDF flyer of the 10 Ways  
 

Web Version of 10 Ways 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/395277/Home/About/National_Agencies/Agencies.aspx
http://www.christianity.org.uk/
http://www.cte.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=174234
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f61820c60845bdbdb70cb9058&id=a345693fbb&e=462bc9852b
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f61820c60845bdbdb70cb9058&id=a345693fbb&e=462bc9852b
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f61820c60845bdbdb70cb9058&id=a345693fbb&e=462bc9852b
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Peace Sunday 

18th September 2016 

 
 

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is a Body in 
Association of Churches Together in England  
and reports: 

 
Have you been trying to get your church to do more about peace, but it’s an uphill 

struggle? 
 
Perhaps you’d love to do a peace service but don’t know where to start? 

 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation have put together a free resource to help you. They’ve 

filled it with sermon ideas, activities for children & young people, news about 
international peace work and ways to get involved in peace & justice. 
  

You can download and order paper copies for more information. 
  

This year we're inviting donations towards our International Peacemakers' Fund, which 
supports grassroots groups overseas to rebuild their communities after violence. 
More information can be found here  

 

 

Further resources from the 

Churches Group for New Housing Areas 

 

 
CTe-News for June 2016 reported on a 

meeting with the authors of a Grove book 
called Pioneer Ministry in New Housing 
Areas. 

 
The meeting with the authors was recorded 

on video which you can see here by clicking 
the screen. This will take you to the web 
page where the report, commendations and 

press releases can be found and quoted for 
passing on. 

 
Below are further resources linked to the 
book, meeting and work of pioneer ministry 

in new housing areas. 

 

 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://for.org.uk/peacesunday
http://www.for.org.uk/act/ipf/
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/276369/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer_Ministry_in.aspx
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Review in URC Reform Magazine 

 
Rev Simon Ellis writes: 

 

 
 

Read the article: 
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/276369/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer
_Ministry_in.aspxn  

 

 

Pioneer Ministry: A Catholic Perspective  
RE the Grove book Pioneer Ministry in New Housing Areas 

  
Fr. James Cassidy is Ecumenical Officer for the Catholic Diocese of 
Northampton. Since his ordination in 1972 he has worked principally in the new towns 

of Milton Keynes and Harlow.  His Ph.D. thesis was on membership of the Church in 
Local Ecumenical Partnerships. He is the Catholic Bishops’ delegate to the Churches 
Together in England new communities group. He is also on the editorial board of One in 

Christ. 
  

I live and work in Northampton Diocese, a diocese which encompasses three traditional 
counties: Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, (which used to include Slough) and 
Northamptonshire. Recently we had a conference looking at proposed building plans for 

the diocese. There was scarcely a town without some growth, large or small; there is 
also in the diocese the ever-increasing town of Milton Keynes. Given the drop in the 

number of clergy the proposed increase in potential parishioners is alarming to the 
diocese. The expansion and its consequences are true for other dioceses; for example 
in Essex, which includes all of Brentwood diocese, there are plans to use redundant 

airfields for housing, and the diocese is littered with them. When the nettle is grasped 
by Government and houses are built then diocesan pastoral plans will need to be 

ready. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/276369/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer_Ministry_in.aspxn
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/276369/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer_Ministry_in.aspxn
http://www.oneinchrist.org.uk/
http://www.oneinchrist.org.uk/
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This is not a new problem, or even opportunity. The New Towns Act of 1947, which 

brought into effect the war-time planning, saw the growth of the New Towns, built on 
the foundations of the late Nineteenth century’s Garden City movement and the 

development of Letchworth and Welwyn in the early Twentieth century.[1] However, 
these towns, and the post-war expansion of municipal housing took place in times of 
relative abundance of clergy. It was easy for bishops to erect new parishes with new 

churches and put in eager clergy anxious to start their new parishes. (In the nineteen-
fifties there were so many priests in Liverpool Archdiocese that most had to wait until 

their silver jubilee of ordination before they became Parish Priests.) These parishes 
were based around fairly small churches, and the ministry was that of traditional 
suburban parishes, unchanged over the decades. The only exception of which I am 

aware, was the Catholic pastoral provision for Skelmersdale in Liverpool, a New Town, 
designated in 1961 where the whole town was served by a team ministry. In contrast, 

the Catholic planning for Milton Keynes, designated in 1967, was for small parishes, 
replicating the past, in the expectation that what worked in the fifties would work in 
the seventies and onwards to the new millennium, with the same number of clergy 

available. 
  

However, there is now a major difference. In the last century there was still a fairly 
strong residual Christianity. If people had gone to Church in their previous location, 

then when moving to a New Town, the habit generally continued. People tended to 
come to the Church. All this has now changed. Christianity is not any more the default 
religion. Awareness of things Christian is not the norm. In England, in the new towns 

and developments, we are living in a post-Christian world. For the new residents it 
cannot be presumed that they have any awareness of Church, and no knowledge that 

their houses are built on land which (for Anglicans and Catholics) is already part of 
some parish to which they belong, and whose clergy will look forward to the 
participation of the new residents in the traditional life of the Church. They are 

missionary areas, and need to be treated as such. 
 

For the complete article visit:   
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277803/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer
_Ministry_a/Pioneer_Ministry_a.aspx  
 
 

 
 

Theology and Praxis of Evangelisation and 

Ecumenism  
 
 

This is a personal paper by Captain Jim Currin, Church Army, staff 

member at Churches Together in England for Evangelisation, Mission 
and Media. It was presented at a conference in St John's College 
Cambridge in June 2015. 

 
Please note the paper is for discussion and does not necessarily represent the views of 

Churches Together in England or of member churches. It is a personal reflection 
and has been made available online from July 2016.  

 
PDF Download: Theology and Praxis of Evangelisation and Ecumenism: a personal paper. 
 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277803/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer_Ministry_a/Pioneer_Ministry_a.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/277803/Home/Resources/New_Housing_Areas/Pioneer_Ministry_in/Pioneer_Ministry_a/Pioneer_Ministry_a.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=174253
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And Finally …  

 
Revd Paul Rochester, recently appointed General Secretary of the 

Free Churches Group, was awarded the MBE for his previous work as 
a Civil Servant ‘for services to the Microgeneration and his voluntary 
work in the church’.  

 
…….………………………………………… 
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http://www.cte.org.uk/news
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