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Welcome to our December 2020 & January 2021 edition of CTe-News. Content 
this month includes: 

 
Reflection of the Month: Lessons in Learnership 

Dynamic millennial Pentecostal leader appointed to CTE team 

New Moderator for 2022 CTE Forum 

Churches Rural Group appoints new co-chairs 

Learning to be Missionary Disciples conference 

Church and Social Cohesion: Connecting Communities and Serving People 

Launch of website to tackle serious youth violence 

Lockdown liberates disabled minister 

Action by Christians Against Torture - an introduction 

A feast of Advent and Christmas Resources 

Abiding in Christ: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 

Lent study 2021 

Library corner 

2020 – a year of reflection 

And finally… 

Have Your Say – Government Independent Faith Engagement Review 

Reset the Debt 

The Hope of Communion: From 1920 - 2020 - Online Conference 

An invitation to Hope: Mission through Prayer and Lament 

Britain’s best church magazine 

Racial Justice Sunday 
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Reflection of the Month: Lessons in Learnership  
 
Writer and Broadcaster, Rev Dr Joel Edwards CBE, shares our Reflection of the 

Month for December 2020... 

More than any other year I can recall, 

2020 has been a global year. We all sat 

in a global pandemic-induced isolation to 

watch a black man saying, “I can’t 
breathe”, being murdered by a white man 

in a police uniform.  And the world 

became intoxicated with the idea of 

justice.  

So, of all the virtual meetings this year, 
meeting with the CTE family to explore 

the idea of being missionary disciples in a 

Covid climate was one of my most 

meaningful events. 

To be sure, lockdown has presented Christians with challenges and opportunities for 

vibrant witness and we have seen more news items of churches doing good than I can 
recall in a long while. Learning to Zoom will be important for years to come, but I am 

fascinated by a bigger picture. 

There are a number of reasons for this. Firstly, whatever you make of ‘mission’ and its 

association with ‘discipleship’, you simply cannot ignore the fact that all Christians, 

everywhere have a global mandate to witness to Jesus across all the imaginable ethnic 

and cultural communities.  Jesus did say that we are to go everywhere making 

disciples of all ethnic peoples. 

Secondly, missionary discipleship presents us with a tricky task:  how do we do 
missionary discipling across the kaleidoscope of cultural distinctives without some 

people dominating other people and running the risk of new forms of colonial or 

cultural control?  This has always been the challenge of the global task. And we have 

not always done it well. 

Much of our witness has been tarnished by a kind of ecclesial discipling which means 

we have been inclined to spread our own Christian brands while spreading the good 
news about Jesus. But as the theologian Dallas Willard said, what Jesus meant was, 

‘Go therefore into every ethnic group and help them become my students.’ 

In the heat of stifling injustices where Romans oppressed the Jewish people and the 

Jewish authorities were often indifferent to the common people, the search for justice 

was all around them.  And as they talked about Jesus beyond Judaism, the early 
disciples had to grapple with unfair treatment of its Hellenistic widows, a Roman 

centurion, and Gentile Christians from the new power base of Antioch in Syria.  

Similarly, 2020 has been an important setting for our mission because, in the popular 

mindset it has been supremely about how crushed people experience justice. 

Diversity and injustice were big issues for disciples from a small town who were 
learning to be global witnesses. When you think about it, the disciples were learners 

helping other people to learn about Jesus.  

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597200/Home/News/Latest_news/Learning_to_be.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597200/Home/News/Latest_news/Learning_to_be.aspx
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So thirdly, discipleship was a kind of ‘learnership’. They had to come to terms with the 
fact that God was teaching them through people who had a very different cultural and 

theological backgrounds. Samaritans, a Roman soldier called Cornelius, and a group of 

gifted people in Antioch where disciples were first called Christians. 

I suspect that what kept them on course was that their discipleship was shaped by the 

fact that they had been close to Jesus.  That’s what the people said about them.  Which 

leaves me asking, how do we discipleship people in such a way that they feel they 

really know Jesus? 

But equally, they had learned about dealing with otherness from Jesus.  Jesus was 
always at the centre of their global enterprise.  So, when they started calling disciples 

‘Christians’, I suspect it was another way of saying, ‘Anyone can be a disciple, but only 

the people who know him and learn from him can be Christians’. 

Rev Edwards is freelance broadcaster with the BBC, a writer and international speaker 

on a wide range of areas including bible teaching, issues of justice, leadership, faith 

and society. He is a Visiting Fellow at St John’s College, Durham and is also involved in 

a small number of consultancies and personal mentoring. 

Joel’s wide range of experiences includes 11 years as General Director of the 
Evangelical Alliance UK and 10 years leadership in Micah Challenge International - a 

global faith-based response to extreme poverty. 

Watch Rev Edwards' keynote message at the CTE Learning to be Missionary Disciples 

conference in November 2020. 
 

Dynamic millennial Pentecostal leader appointed to 
CTE team 
 

Churches Together in England (CTE) is delighted to announce the appointment of 

Shermara Fletcher to the role of Principal Officer for Pentecostal, Charismatic and 

Multi-cultural Relations, commencing in March 2021. Shermara will lead CTE’s work 
amongst Pentecostal and Charismatic churches, as well as facilitating CTE’s new Racial 

Justice Working Group. 

A dynamic millennial leader 

Shermara is a dynamic millennial Pentecostal 
leader with significant experience in 

community organising, ecumenical 

engagement, leadership development and 

public speaking.  

With roots in the Church of God of Prophecy, 

Shermara joins CTE from her current role as 
Director of The William Seymour Project at 

Centre of Theology and Community, and co-

founder of The Open Table homeless ministry 

at St George-in-the-East, Shadwell. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://vimeo.com/484111204
https://vimeo.com/484111204
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The Centre for Theology & Community's William Seymour Project equips Pentecostal 
and Charismatic churches to act for justice through the methodology of community 

organising, increasing their influence in public life and building theological 

understanding of their civic discipleship and public call to justice. 

The Open Table, based at St George-in-the-East, Shadwell (Church of England), is a 

growing ministry building community with parishioners who are homeless and 

vulnerably housed. Shermara’s focus has been on having the homeless at the heart of 
the church, with their team of unlikely leaders providing frontline support to their 

homeless community and seeing people come to faith, lead services and embark on 

ministry formation. They also work collaboratively on local and national campaigns to 
provide modular homes for the homeless – and were recently chosen to receive 12 

units up to the value of £900,000. 

 

Shermara is also committed to engaging young people and young Pentecostals and 

Charismatics by creating opportunities for them to exercise leadership and to enter into 

service in the public square. 

In recognition of her ground-breaking work, Shermara was the recipient of the 2020 

Exceptional Young Woman award from The Wise Women Awards. 

Passionate about churches working together 

Looking forward to taking up her new role in March 2021, Shermara says: 

“I am really looking forward to working at CTE with Pentecostal and Charismatic 

churches as I believe they have a powerful witness in the wider kingdom of God, but 

more importantly to public life. I very much looking forward to working with the 

Pentecostal and Charismatic Forum, the Racial Justice Working Group and my 

colleagues at CTE, as well as engaging millennials in the life of CTE. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
http://www.theology-centre.org.uk/projects/congregational-development/william-seymour-project/
https://www.stgeorgeintheeast.org/the-open-table
https://www.wisewomenawards.org/
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 “I do not only believe that ecumenism is a good thing, but it has been interwoven 
throughout my life, from my younger days of inter tradition church services to teaching 

Pentecostal Spirituality and discipleship to different church traditions. I have also 

worked across different church traditions on social justice campaigns, including The 

Church of England, The Baptist Union, The Salvation Army, The Roman Catholic Church 
and Free Churches to name a few. I am looking forward to being involved in the 

ecumenical instrument of England and seeing the life and breadth of God’s Church 

working together towards the common good.” 

Leaders welcome Shermara’s appointment 

CTE’s Pentecostal President, Pastor Agu Irukwu, welcomes Shermara to the role: 

“Shermara brings a wealth of experience to this role as Principal Officer for Pentecostal, 
Charismatic and Multi-cultural Relations at CTE. Her work across various denominations 

and church expressions has prepared her well for this post. 

“A well-respected leader within the Pentecostal community, her passion for justice will 
be a major asset. At a time when the world is dealing with the aftermath of the killing 

of George Floyd in America, she will contribute extensive knowledge and experience to 

CTE’s role in encouraging churches to play their part in bringing an end to racial 

injustice in the UK.” 

CTE’s General Secretary, Rev Dr Paul Goodliff, looks forward to the impact Shermara 

will make: 

“The shape of the Church in England in the twenty-first century is one in which 
Pentecostals and Charismatics take their place at its heart, and to have such a gifted 

young ecumenist in this role demonstrates our investment in the future of the Church, 

which is undoubtedly ecumenical.” 

Bishop Mike Royal, Co-Chief Executive of Cinnamon Network UK and representative for 

the Apostolic Pastoral Congress on CTE’s Charismatic and Pentecostal Forum shares his 

delight at Shermara’s appointment: 

“Shermara is rising star! A millennial leader, willing to tackle all the issues the Church 

needs to grapple with today. Her Pentecostal roots and ecumenical relationships make 
this an exciting appointment. We wish her well as she begins her new role in early 

2021.” 

Read more about Shermara’s appointment on our website…  

 

New Moderator for 2022 CTE Forum 
 
Dionne Gravesande has been appointed Moderator of the next Forum of Churches 

Together in England. She takes over from Hilary Topp. 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597369/Home/News/Latest_news/Dynamic_millennial_Pentecostal.aspx
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Speaking of her appointment, Dionne said: “I feel both humbled and privileged to be 
appointed CTE Forum Moderator as together we work in an 

ever-changing ecumenical landscape where our prayers, 

discernment and action is a collective witness of our love, 

unity and hope.” 
 

Dionne is a member of the New Testament Church of God 

and is a senior manager at Christian Aid, an Agency of CTE. 
Read more about her and about the Forum's Deputy 

Moderator. 

 
Bringing together over three hundred representatives of 

CTE's Member Churches, Intermediate Bodies, Co-ordinating 

Groups and Bodies in Association, CTE's Forum is the 

broadest representative ecumenical gathering of Christians in 
England. The 2022 Forum takes place in March 2022. 

 

Read this story on our website… 
 

 

Churches Rural Group 
appoints new co-chairs 
 

The Churches Rural Group are pleased to 
announce the appointment of Rev Claire 

Maxim and Rev Simon Mattholie who will 

serve as the co-chairs.  
 

Claire is an Anglican priest and the Chief 

Executive of The Arthur Rank Centre – an 
ecumenical national charity which 

resources, trains, and advocates for rural 

Christians, rural churches and the communities they serve. Simon is a Baptist Minister 

and the Chief Executive of Rural Ministries, who provide support, guidance and 
renewed energy for churches and pioneers working in rural communities across the UK. 

They replace the former chair Rev Richard Kirlew, who stood down to enable him to 

concentrate on other roles in the rural church. 
  

The Churches Rural Group is a Coordinating Group within Churches Together in 

England, and provides ecumenical space for Churches with presence in rural areas, and 
related Christian agencies, to: 

 

• reflect theologically and practically on the life and mission of UK rural churches; 

 
• to offer mutual support to one another; 

 

• and where appropriate to present or speak to the member Churches and Bodies 
in Association of CTE key issues affecting rural churches and the context in 

which they serve. 

 
Read the full story on our website... 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://cte.org.uk/Groups/330577/Home/About/Forum/2022_Forum/Planning_the_Forum/Planning_the_Forum.aspx
https://cte.org.uk/Groups/330577/Home/About/Forum/2022_Forum/Planning_the_Forum/Planning_the_Forum.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/596743/Home/News/Latest_news/New_Moderator_for.aspx
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/
https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/235017/Home/Resources/Rural/The_Churches_Rural/The_Churches_Rural.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/593262/Home/News/Latest_news/Churches_Rural_Group.aspx
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Learning to be Missionary Disciples conference  
 
The conference organiser, Rev Dr Ben Aldous, CTE's Principal Officer for 

Mission and Evangelism, writes... 

It was wonderful to welcome 70 participants to the Learning to be Missionary Disciples 

conference held virtually via zoom on the 25 and 26 November. Although we couldn’t 

meet in person, as we hoped it was a rich time of learning together. 

During the two days people gathered 

representing over 20 of our Member 

Churches, alongside charities, mission 
agencies, youth organisations, 

theological institutions and ecumenical 

bodies of various kinds - national, 
regional, intermediate (county-level) 

and local.   

It was our hope that those gathered 
would be committed to starting 

conversations about truly collaborating 

and sharing their resources, both human and financial with each other.   

As I have travelled, listened and observed in my role over the past 18 months there is 

often duplication in areas of our ministry. The little booklet entitled Churches together 
in Pilgrimage published in 1989 reminds us some 30 years later that, ‘there are ways 

of co-operation without amalgamation. We are called to trust one another and to take 

‘holy risks’ for the sake of common mission.’  

It was my prayer for that over the two days those gathered would be able consider 

afresh what is truly valuable about why we meet and to be committed to sharing 

themselves and their resources more radically and fully in the coming months and 

years. To take some ‘holy risks’ for the sake of mission. 

Watch Rev Dr Aldous’ Conference opening ‘Welcome to the table’ 

The programme 

Presentations were made in the innovative PechaKucha format, which literally means 

‘chit chat’ in Japanese. PechaKucha is a way of storytelling; each of our presenters had 

20 PowerPoint slides shown for 20 seconds each whilst they shared a story of some 

kind and an example of what being a missionary disciples looks like in their context. 
Some 23 different people, ranging from Youth for Christ to The Student Christian 

Movement, from Trey Hall of Methodist Church to Jenny Sinclair from Together for the 

Common Good, presented to the attendees. 

Watch writer and broadcaster Rev Dr Joel Edwards’ keynote presentation. 

Watch Theos Senior Researcher Hannah Rich’s closing thoughts at the end of the 

conference, ‘What was the Spirit saying?’ 

Read the full Conference report on our website… 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://vimeo.com/488165286
https://vimeo.com/484111204
https://vimeo.com/484107608
https://vimeo.com/484107608
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597200/Home/News/Latest_news/Learning_to_be.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597200/Home/News/Latest_news/Learning_to_be.aspx
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Church and Social Cohesion: Connecting Communities 
and Serving People 

 

Rev Paul Rochester, General Secretary of the Free Churches Group, writes... 

The Free Churches Group recently released a report on The Church and Social 

Cohesion: Connecting Communities and Serving people, prepared by Theos Think 
Tank. The report looks at how churches in England contribute to social cohesion. It 

brings to a conclusion an eighteen-month project that involved over 360 semi–

structured interviews in 14 English local authorities: Bolton, Bradford, Bury, Cornwall, 
Croydon, Derby, East Lindsey, Haringey, Middlesbrough, Newham, Peterborough, 

Plymouth, Solihull, and Thanet. 

The term social cohesion is defined in several ways. It is used often in a policy context 

but has a bearing on us all. At its heart, social cohesion is the bringing together of 

people to share and support each other and to give one another a sense of belonging, 

regardless of circumstances and grouping within society. Cohesive communities will be 
important as we face contemporary issues today such as a destabilising pandemic, life 

outside of the European Union and the cry for racial justice. The report highlights the 

need for trust, respect and understanding beyond the groups we tend to identify with, 
which is a key component for building a cohesive society. The Church is being 

Christlike when it reaches out, building 

bridges for people to connect and 
creating environments where people can 

learn to give and to receive.    

For centuries, churches have been 
serving communities across England. 

They do so because of a great sense of 

mission, which flows from their 
commitment to following Jesus. 

Government programmes or the need 

for recognition has never been the 
motivating factor for churches to do 

what they do. Churches form a core of 

those unsung heroes in many communities who support those in need and seek to 

make the lives of people better through the provision of many services. If you were to 
take churches and the work they do out of communities across England, it would be 

noticeable and adversely affect the lives of many. 

This Commission on the Church and Social Cohesion gets to the heart of what it is to 

be a Christian serving community, connecting people. Many would accept that the 

marginalised and poor benefit from the work of the Church, but others benefit as well. 
Those who are economically secure and those able to make positive contributions to 

society also need to be supported. Often, they need a place for silence and reflection, 

where they can be heard and hear a message of hope. Churches offer that. The report 

argues that ‘services are not the same as serving,’ something which the Church 
understands because of God’s mission to the world, borne out by the Church through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ and in sharing in His life by faith. This distinctiveness that 

churches bring is something to be celebrated and not treated with misgivings. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.freechurches.org.uk/what-we-do
https://www.freechurches.org.uk/commission-report
https://www.freechurches.org.uk/commission-report
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/
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The report highlights the need to bring people together and to help them realise a 
sense of belonging. Regardless of individual circumstances, everyone yearns to be 

respected. This need to belong is a human longing in every person. 

All churches will face the challenge to maintain the important services they provide and 

to seek ways to improve and extend what they do. There are growing needs as the 

country tackles the economic shock primarily caused by the pandemic. However, even 

before the pandemic, new technologies were changing our way of life, forcing people to 

adjust to a new economy.  

The report raises questions about how the Government sees and works with the 
churches in England on cohesion policy. It points to a need for regular conversations on 

cohesion matters and not just at moments of crisis. Far more can be achieved when 

the churches work with central and local government to build lasting relationships. 
Churches need to be ready to play their part, but the Government should also avoid 

looking suspiciously at churches, recognising the good they do to strengthen the 

cohesiveness of communities across England. 

Download the report and accompanying booklets: 

The report: The Church and Social Cohesion: Connecting Communities and Serving 

people  

Nurturing Social Cohesion: Why it matters and what your church can do about it - A 
guide for churches looking to engage more deeply with their communities, and 

especially looking to build more positive relationships with statutory bodies. 

Nurturing Social Cohesion: A how–to guide for engaging churches - A guide for 

government and policymakers to work more effectively with churches in pursuit of 

more cohesive communities 

Read the full story on our website… 

 

Launch of website to tackle serious youth violence  
 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland's Director of Justice and Inclusion, Richard 

Reddie, writes... 

One of the few positives to come from the first COVID-19 lockdown was the reduction 

in incidences of serious youth violence (SYV) in Britain and Ireland. Unfortunately, as 

we came out of lockdown the numbers began to increase once again. Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) is part of the growing Synergy Network (SN) 

which encourages churches, community groups and individuals to address SYV via 

prayer and action.  

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.freechurches.org.uk/commission-report
https://www.freechurches.org.uk/commission-report
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_churches_5.pdf
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_churches_5.pdf
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_churches_5.pdf
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_policymakers_digital.pdf
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_policymakers_digital.pdf
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/FCGHowTo_policymakers_digital.pdf
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/596069/Home/News/Latest_news/Launch_of_new.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/596069/Home/News/Latest_news/Launch_of_new.aspx
https://ctbi.org.uk/
https://ctbi.org.uk/
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After a successful 2019, which saw 
the hosting of the groundbreaking 

‘Day of Prayer and Action’ at the 

iconic Trafalgar Square, and 

subsequent gatherings involving key 
church leaders and youthwork 

practitioners, our activities in 2020, 

much like a lot events, were stymied 
by COVID-19. The Network held a 

prayer breakfast for youth workers 

prior to lockdown and followed this up 
with two further online gatherings, 

one of which was with young people 

who spoke about their experiences 

during lockdown. 

One key tool in tackling SYV will be the Synergy Network: Churches and Communities 

Taking a Stand website. Launched on 1 December, this digital resource is the only 
online portal that maps all church-related responses to serious youth violence in the 

four nations and is a platform for those wishing to engage in these activities or wanting 

to find out more. There is currently nothing available that captures the full gamut of 
church-related initiatives, programmes or resources, which means Christians often fail 

to collaborate or develop partnerships that will see them work more impactfully.  

One of the website’s unique features is a searchable database that enables anyone to 

locate organisations, projects and individuals tackling SYV in their area. The website 

lists over one hundred organisations, but we know that this is only a segment of what 

is taking place around the country. After the launch, we expect to be contacted by 

groups wanting to have a presence on the website. 

Most experts agree that only a joined-up, multi-agency approach will tackle SYV, and 
this website will be a further step for churches in playing their part in this solution.  As 

well as providing information about funding opportunities from the statutory and 

voluntary sector, the website also disseminates information on training courses, 
seminars, discussions and other such events. It is also a space for conversation via 

discussion forums, blogs, and articles, as well as providing a list of resources for Bible 

study, prayer and reflection.  

Find out more about the Synergy Network at wearesynergy.org.uk 

Read the full story on our website… 

 

Lockdown liberates disabled minister 
 
The Chair of Churches for All and Baptist Minister, Rev Glen Graham, challenges 

churches to continue online services that transform disabled people’s experience of 

worship. Churches for All, a network of Christian disability-focused charities, is one of 

CTE's Bodies in Association. Glen writes... 

A change of perspective. Learning how to see. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://wearesynergy.org.uk/
https://wearesynergy.org.uk/
https://wearesynergy.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/593978/Home/News/Latest_news/Launch_of_new.aspx
https://churchesforall.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234768/Home/About/Bodies_in_Association/Bodies_in_Association.aspx
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"Two men look out through prison bars: 
one sees mud, the other stars." The truth is 

all of our lives are a mixture of mud and 

stars - even in a year like 2020. For many 

in church life only mud is in view. This was 
meant to be the year of 2020 visions and 

mega evangelistic activities, instead Zoom 

services are normal and ‘lockdown’ is the 
most used word of the year. However, for 

many people with disabilities, stars are 

breaking through the mud. 

Online worship has fulfilled a long hoped for 

dream. More disabled people have accessed 

church fully for the first time. Many are 
using their gifts for the first time and are shaping worship for everyone else. I have the 

privilege of chairing a network campaign of Christian organisations and churches called 

‘Churches for All.’ Our member organisations have many good news stories to tell 

about disabled people feeling they belong in church for the first time. 

I am a totally blind Baptist Minister so have always been at the forefront of church life. 
Lockdown afforded me the opportunity to put myself in the shoes of those for whom 

this is a permanent state of affairs. I am aware that lockdown has made many disabled 

people feel more vulnerable, I must confess in the early stages I felt that way myself. 
On reflection though, I found it a liberating experience. We are all on a learning curve 

and mine, like yours, isn't over. 

Tasting the feast 

The dream of Churches for All is encapsulated in the parable of the great feast in Luke 

14. This parable is a picture of the kingdom of God in the present. The marginalised 
are invited to the feast and take centre stage. Finally, this dream is starting to become 

a reality. 

So as we navigate this new normal my plea is this: don't rush back to business as 

usual. Online church isn't the be-all for the future, but a blending of online with ‘in-

building’ worship needs to be part of a future normal. 

People with disabilities are a significant and diverse people group. We have tasted of 

the feast and we want to remain at the heart of things. Through its partner 

organisations Churches for All has the resources and expertise to help to make our 
churches inviting to people with disabilities, for church to be at the centre of all of our 

lives. God is doing new things, and Churches for All can help everyone to be involved 

and make it happen. 

“Just as I am, I make my plea. 

When lockdown ends, remember me. 
My heart’s desire is to serve, you see. 

O Church of God, I come.” 

Read more about Churches for All on their website. 

View this story on our website… 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://churchesforall.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/595501/Home/News/Latest_news/Lockdown_liberates_disabled.aspx
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Action by Christians Against Torture - an introduction 
 
Action by Christians Against Torture (ACAT) is one of 

CTE's Bodies in Association. These are organisations 

which draw Christians of all Churches together around 

a common cause. Here the ACAT Secretary, Derek 

Lewis, introduces us to ACAT and its work...  

Torture is widespread throughout the world. Very 
many countries use it — perhaps as many as 150. And 

there is evidence that it has become even more 

widespread in modern times. ACAT stands for Action 
by Christians Against Torture. By 'action' we mean 

that we inform ourselves from trusted sources about 

tortured individuals wherever they are in the world, 

and we do what we can to support them in their 
ordeal by enabling our members to write to them and 

to the authorities responsible for their incarceration 

and ill-treatment. We also pray for them, and we 
petition our own government where appropriate. 

Although we are a Christian charity we do not 

discriminate on religious grounds, supporting 
individuals of any or no faith. The precise focus of our 

mandate and the universality of our cause (torture is 

prohibited in international law and most states that practise torture are unwilling to 

acknowledge that they do so) enables Christians to unite in a common purpose. We 
believe, with Oscar Romero, that ‘Whoever tortures a human being, whoever abuses a 

human being … abuses God’s image.’  

Read the full story on our website… 

A feast of Advent and Christmas Resources  
 

Most of us are expecting an unusual Christmas this year... 

As we all prepare ourselves for the 
reality that we will not be celebrating in 

our Churches with large numbers of 

visitors, the County Ecumenical 

Development Officers of Churches 
Together in Shire & Soke, Stuart 

Jenkins and Caroline Hutchings, have 

collated a wide variety of excellent 
resources which we're delighted to 

share... 

Download the PDF (1.9 Mb) Caroline 

and Stuart have put together.  

The PDF includes: 

• Useful Websites & Denominational Resources 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.acatuk.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234768/Home/About/Bodies_in_Association/Bodies_in_Association.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597350/Home/News/Latest_news/Action_by_Christians.aspx
http://www.shireandsoke.org.uk/
http://www.shireandsoke.org.uk/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=270135
https://www.cte.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=270135
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• Suggestions of practical ideas for Advent and Christmas to take out into the 

community (Covid-19 Secure) 

• Christmas Social Campaigns 

• Suggested books / daily reflections 

• Saltmine Theatre – Hark! A Nativity Story!  

In addition to Stuart and Caroline's document, our colleagues at CTBI have also put 

together a list of the Advent and Christmas resources. 

And why not invite your neighbours to a doorstep carol service? We're pleased to share 

details of two projects which have been set up to help you plan this.  

Carols on the Doorstep 

Carols on the Doorstep is a national opportunity for 

streets and communities to experience something 

which brings them together in a way we cannot do 

physically at the moment. In the run up to 
Christmas hundreds of thousands of people would 

normally attend carol services or community carol 

events.  As Churches we know the Christmas story 
is about hope and light, which we need to 

experience this year more than any other. 

The idea is that on Sunday 20th December at 

5:30pm, people stand on their doorstep (in a Covid 

safe way) for 15 minutes and sing along to the 
carols played by Premier Christian Radio (Freeview 

channel 725 or on DAB).  

Keep up to date with the latest news on Carols on the Doorstep page on Facebook. 

Carols from north Birmingham to your doorstep 

Churches Together in Banners Gate, Boldmere and Wylde Green, near Sutton Coldfield, 

invite you to join them at a virtual Carol Service on Monday 21 December at 8 pm. The 

Minister of Chester Road Baptist Church, Danny Brierly, explains... 

As we emerge from lockdown 2.0 and into the probability of further localised 

restrictions, this Christmas will be like no other. Instead of inviting people to our usual 
Carol Services, with no singing, no mince pies, and no nativities, we thought, let's save 

Christmas! Let’s all sing Christmas Carols with our neighbours, socially-distanced from 

our doorsteps. And let's do it together on Monday 21st December at 8 pm.  

On the night we’ll play the Carols from our website DoorStepCarols.com, so anyone 

with an Internet-enabled device can join in.  

Of course, please keep everyone safe and make sure you observe the current social 

distancing regulations when you gather and sing. 

 
Read more about Advent and Christmas resources on our website…  
 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://ctbi.org.uk/advent-and-christmas-2020/
https://ctbi.org.uk/advent-and-christmas-2020/
https://www.carolsonthedoorstep.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CarolsOnTheDoorstep
https://www.doorstepcarols.com/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/595520/Home/News/Latest_news/A_feast_of.aspx
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Abiding in Christ: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
2021 
 
The theme of the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity (WPCU) for 2021 has been 

announced as 'Abiding in Christ'.  

 
WPCU is traditionally celebrated between 

January 18 and January 25 - the octave of 

St. Peter and St. Paul. 
 

The materials for the week have been 

prepared by the ecumenical Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland which 
has fifty sisters, women from different generations, Church traditions, countries and 

continents. The theme is based on John 15:1-17  “Abide in my love and you shall bear 

much fruit” and expresses the Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer, 

reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. 
 

Find more information about WCPU on the Churches Together in Britain & Ireland 

website… 
 

 

Lent study 2021 
 

Our colleagues at CTBI have produced an “unorthodox” set of resources for 

“unorthodox times”. Their General Secretary, Bob Fyffe, explains… 

Next year’s Lent programme is 
somewhat different from previous 

years. It is the outcome of a 

partnership which is rooted in fulfilling 

an elderly gentleman’s dream. 

John Alan Davis visited his wife every 
day as she lived with dementia. As 

Alan explains “during this period, and 

after Pat died in 2014, I turned to the 

only place of comfort I knew: my 
faith. The task brought the life of Jesus and the relevance of his message closer to me. 

It became, as much as anything else, a way of staunching the wound of a personal 

tragedy.” 

It is here that we can recognise the relevance of a Lent program. This gospel version, 

written in verse, is the outcome of a deep engagement with God in Christ. To listen to 
the sound files of this gospel being read out loud is to be taken onto a journey with 

someone who has clearly walked and experienced all of life’s contours. When I first 

heard Alan reciting his Poets Gospel I was immediately moved and realised that this 

journey could bring some healing to so many other people. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.grandchamp.org/en/community/
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/


 

CTe-News is provided free for subscribers at www.cte.org.uk/news 

15 

 

CTBI has partnered with Alan and his family to produce The Poets Gospel, and is 
making the sound files available along with a hardcopy book and an e-book in order to 

engage with this journey. 

Lent begins on Wednesday 17 February and ends on Saturday 3 April 2021. 

Explore the Lent 2021 resources from CTBI… 

 

Library corner  
 

Challenges to Pentecostal Theology in the 21st Century edited by Phyllis 
Thompson - A review 

 

From Churches Together in England's Principal Officer for Evangelism & Mission, Rev Dr 
Ben Aldous...  

 

For those of us who work in the world of 

ecumenism whether in a local, intermediate 
or national setting there is always more to 

learn. Sometimes we may feel mystified by 

our own tradition let alone be able to speak 
with any authority about someone else's. 

  

An antidote to such a feeling comes from a 
very fine collection of essays (originally 

lectures) edited by Phyllis Thompson from 

the New Testament Church of God. The 

original lectures were part of an annual 
series honouring Oliver Lyseight who 

served as National Overseer for twenty-five 

years. The five chapters, each an original lecture worked into a more publishable form, 
cover a range of topics from a particular Pentecostal perspective. 

 

This set of lucid and readable essays is really worth exploring. 

 
The book is available from SPCK Publishing 

 

Read the full book review on our website... 
 
 

2020 – a year of reflection  
 

Journalist Marcia Dixon MBE looks back over a difficult 12 months... 
 

As Christmas approaches, and maybe for the first time in living memory, society may 

actually be celebrating this unique historical event aka Christmas 2020 with the right 

attitude. 
  

Christmas should be a time when the world focuses on the significance of the 

miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. 
  

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://ctbi.org.uk/lent-study-2021/
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/challenges-of-pentecostal-theology-in-the-21st-century
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/595649/Home/News/Latest_news/Challenges_to_Pentecostal.aspx
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To be fair, there are some who do use this time to 
reflect on Christ’s birth and being charitable, but in 

truth Christmas does seem to have been overtaken 

by an inordinate focus by the wider world to use 

this life changing religious festival as an 
opportunity to spend lots of money on presents, 

gorge on food and go out and party.    

  
One good thing that has come out of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the accompanying lockdown is that 

it has caused everyone to think deeply about life 
and reflect on what’s truly important.   

  

From conversations I’ve had and things I’ve read, 

2020 has made many come to some of the 
following conclusion about life and faith.  

 

1. Humans are mortal.  We are not here for ever.  Death can take us at any 
moment and that’s why it’s important for us to get right with God, forgive our 

enemies, love our neighbours and fulfil God’s purposes in our lives 

 
2. Family, friendship and socialising with others is what makes life enjoyable and 

meaningful 

 

3. God is our strength, protector and healer.  He is also our peace.  Praying and 
reading scripture can be the perfect antidote to anxiety and stress   

 

4. There’s more goodness, kindness and generosity in the world than we ever 
thought possible 

 

5. We are adaptable people and can deal with drastic change.  Look how everyone 
adapted to living, working, worshipping and commemorating life’s key moments 

via Zoom or other online apps when the lockdown stopped them meeting others 

publicly 

 
6. No lockdown, pandemic, tragedy or circumstance can stop the purposes of God 

from being fulfilled, for example, during the height of the pandemic people of all 

ages came out in their droves to protest against the unjust killing of George 
Floyd and state that black lives matter 

 

7. Even during life’s difficulties God can still bless his people.  He is also a provider 

and a ‘very present help in the time of need.” 
 

8. There’s no use in holding on to bitterness and hatred.  Now is the time to forgive 

  
2020 has been a difficult year for many and none of us know what 2021 holds.  

However,  the message of  Christmas is this.  Jesus Christ, the son of God was born of 

a virgin, in a stable and came to save humanity from their sins. 
  

He also came to give us peace, joy and hope in the midst of confusion and if ever there 

was a time when we need to take to heart the reason for Christ’s birth it’s now. 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
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Happy Christmas. 
 

This piece first appeared in Keep the Faith magazine, issue 117 p30 (used with 

permission) 

 
Journalist Marcia Dixon is a regular columnist for Keep The Faith magazine, which is 

the UK’s leading Black and multi-ethnic Christian publication. 

 
Read this reflection on our website... 

 
And finally… 
 
Have Your Say – Government Independent Faith Engagement Review 

 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government is seeking views from faith 
leaders, whether professional or voluntary, on how best it should engage with faith 

groups in England through an online questionnaire which needs to be completed by 

11 December. 
 

Submit your views online… 

Reset the Debt 

 
Many of our national Member Churches have written to the 

Chancellor, calling for action to tackle the growing crisis of 

household debt this #Christmas 
 

Read more in their joint letter, also signed by our General 

Secretary, Paul Goodliff.   

 
The Hope of Communion: From 1920 - 2020 - Online Conference 

 

December 16 & December 17 2020 

This online event will bring into focus the two landmark 

ecumenical texts from 1920, namely The Patriarchal 
Encyclical Letter to the Churches of Christ Everywhere 

and The Appeal to all Christian People issued by the 

Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops. 

The Conference of European Churches, together with the 

Louvain Centre for Eastern and Oriental Christianity 

(LOCEOC), are the organisers. 

Visit our website for more details 

 
 

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/news
https://www.keepthefaith.co.uk/2020/11/30/keep-the-faith-issue-116-christmas-and-new-year/
https://twitter.com/marciadixonpr
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/597708/Home/News/Latest_news/2020_a_year.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://resetthedebt.uk/2020/12/03/jointletter/
https://resetthedebt.uk/2020/12/03/jointletter/
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/596761/Home/News/Latest_news/The_Hope_of.aspx
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An invitation to Hope: Mission through Prayer and Lament 
 
The Bible Society, extends an invitation to Christian leaders from all spheres, to gather 

online on Tuesday 9 February 2021, 10 am to 11.30 am. 

We are in the middle of a protracted pandemic. Not just in wider society but among 

church leaders, there is a sense of weariness about Covid – and also a wariness about 

the larger convulsions affecting our society that the present focus has somewhat 

masked. How are we called to lead in this context? It’s time to come together to pray, 

reflect and ask a key question: what is God saying to us? 

To find out more and book a place, visit the Bible Society website. 

 

Britain’s best church magazine 
 
The search is on for Britain's best church magazine. Entries 

are now invited for the annual competition run by the 

Association for Church Editors (ACE). 

For the coming 2021 competition, which closes on 1 

February, awards will be made for any sized church 

magazine, excluding A5, and printed in colour.  

A panel of judges assesses each magazine, giving points for 

various aspects including cover design, headlines and clarity 

of the Christian message.  

Find out how to enter your church’s magazine… 
 

Racial Justice Sunday 
 
Save the date for Racial Justice Sunday, coordinated by CTBI, which will be on 14 

February 2021.  

Keep an eye on their website for more resources… 

 

 

 

…….………………………………………… 
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