ECUMENICAL NETWORK IN THE VALE OF YORK

CONSTITUTION

The Ecumenical Network in the Vale of York (hereafter called ENVOY) was established in 1996 and covers the area east of the Al to Pocklington, north as far as Coxwold and south to Camblesforth except for any part of those areas which shall be agreed to fall within the purview of e other Sponsoring Bodies.

Basis and Commitment

ENVOY unites in pilgrimage those churches in our area which, acknowledging God's revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and, in obedience to God's will and in the power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves:

to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body

to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world, to the glory ofone God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Objects

1. To work and pray for Christian unity in association with Churches Together in England, with local Churches Together groups and equivalent bodies, and with any association, network or organisation having a significant presence in the area which brings together Christians of different denominations for purposes congruent with the basis and commitment of ENVOY. 

~ 2. To. provide a means of consultation for Christians in the Vale of York on matters of Christian W urn ty .

3. To be the Sponsoring Body for all Local Ecumenical Partnerships in the area, encouraging, guiding, supporting and reviewing new and existing partnerships. In fulfilling this task ENVOY will take account of advice from Churches Together in England.

Membership

1. Membership shall be open to:

a) Any Christian denomination or association of churches which is represented in the area and which is a member of Ch~rches Together in England or affinns the basis and commitment of ENVOY. 

b) Any church or association of local churches within-one Christian tradition which is otherwise qualified under a) above but which on principle has no credal statements in its tradition and cannot therefore fonnally subscribe to the statement of faith in the Basis, provided that it satisfies ENVOY that it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the scriptures and is committed to the aims and objectives of ENVOY and that it will work in the spirit of the Basis.

2. ENVOY shall appoint at least one representative to each of the ecumenical agencies which it sponsors to carry out specific ecumenical tasks in the area.

Officers

The officers of ENVOY shall be a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, who will be elected by the members for an initial term of three years and which may be renewed for subsequent terms.

Meetings

ENVOY will meet four times a year at the discretion of the Chairman. The September meeting shall take the form of an Annual General Meeting and at that meeting the audited or independently examined accounts shall be presented, officers elected and the annual report of the secretary submitted. A quorum often representatives shall be required before the AGM may proceed.

Finance

I. The denominations and associations of churches or equivalent bodies which are represented on ENVOY will be invited to pay such annual sums as shall be required by ENVOY, after

appropriate consultation with the member bodies.

2. Accounting records shall be maintained in accordance with the Charities Act 1992 and the honorary treasurer shall make appropriate reports to ENVOY. The accounting year for ENVOY e is from 1 sI September to 31 sI August.

3. ENVOY shall operate a bank account into which all monies shall be paid. Cheques shall require

the signature ofany two from: the treasurer, the secretary or the chairman.

Review of the Constitution

The constitution and work of ENVOY and its officers shall be reviewed at least every five years by a Review Group to be appointed by ENVOY, in consultation with its member churches and with the Field Officer (North and Midlands) for Churches Together in England.

Amendments to the Constitution

The constitution may be altered by a resolution passed by not less than two thirds of the representatives to ENVOY who are present and voting at a General Meeting. The notice of the General Meeting must include notice of the resolution, setting out the terms of the alteration proposed

Dissolution of ENVOY ~ 1. A motion to dissolve ENVOY must be circulated to members at least three months before it can . be considered. The vote must be approved by at least 75% of the members present. It is the responsibility of the ENVOY members to discuss the proposal for dissolution with their

nominating bodies.

2. Any residual funds should be allocated to Christian charitable organisations designated by the ENVOY.

. This Constitution was approved on 201h September 2001

