CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHROPSHIRE CONSTITUTION

BASIS

Churches Together in Shropshire unites in pilgrimage those Christian organisations in Shropshire which, acknowledging God's revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and in obedience to God's will and in the power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves (a) to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is His Body; and (b) to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world: to the glory of the one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

MEMBERSHIP OF CTS.

A local Christian Ecumenical Group or local Congregation where there is no local Group shall be a member of CTS if it signifies in writing to the Council that it affirms the Basis, wishes to be a member of CTS and agrees to pay an annual subscription at a rate to be agreed at the Annual Meeting. Local or County branches of Ecumenically based Christian organisations may apply to the Council to become associate members. Any local church which on principle has no credal statements in its tradition and therefore cannot formally subscribe to the Statement of Faith in the Basis, above, may be admitted to membership provided that it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and is committed to the aims and purposes of Churches Together in Shropshire and that it will work in the spirit of that Basis.

ANNUAL MEETING

This shall be held within 14 months of the previous Annual Meeting. There shall be at least 21 days' notice given of time and place. The meeting shall be an open meeting but with voting restricted to members of the Shropshire Ecumenical Council and 4 representatives each of those Local Ecumenical Groups which are formally affiliated to CTS. The meeting will receive reports of Ecumenical activities in the County, including an annual financial statement, and formally approve or reject them. The Annual Meeting will appoint officers of CTS as prescribed, and representatives of CTS to other bodies as may be required, including one of the CTS delegates to the CTE Forum. The Annual Meeting will appoint Auditors for the ensuing year.

OFFICERS OF CTS

There shall be a Chair and Vice Chair of CTS appointed for three years each, who shall be Chair and Vice Chair of the Enabling Group. There shall be a Treasurer appointed by the Enabling Group and ratified by the Council. All Officers shall be members of the Council.

SHROPSHIRE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

This shall consist of Church Leaders for the County as listed in appendix 1, the Denominational Ecumenical Officers for the County, the Chair and Vice Chair of the Enabling Group, the Telford Churches' Development Officer for Mission and Ministry, and the Treasurer. The Council will appoint one of its members to chair it - to be known as the President of CTS - who will hold that office for three years. The Council will meet at least once per year. The Council will be the Sponsoring Body for Local Ecumenical Partnerships in Shropshire. (except for those sponsored by Telford Christian Council). The Council will appoint one of the CTS delegates to the CTE Forum. The Council may invite guests to speak on specialised topics at the invitation of the President.

THE ENABLING GROUP

There shall be an Enabling Group to execute the policy of CTS and the decisions of the Council. It shall meet as often as is necessary to effect its work as determined by the Chair. It shall consist of the Officers of CTS, the Denominational Ecumenical Officers, a representative of Telford Christian Council and two representatives of Local Ecumenical Groups as appointed by the Annual Meeting. The quorum for meetings of the Enabling Group shall be 5, to include at least 1 Officer of CTS. It may, with the agreement of the Council acting through the President, appoint Task Groups to carry out specific tasks, including LEP reviews. Members of Task Groups may include people from outside CTS who have specialist skills for the task allocated, provided that at least one member of the Task Group is a member of the Enabling Group.

FORUM

The Enabling Group may arrange an open Forum from time to time (in collaboration with Telford Christian Council if appropriate) on any suitable topic.

SECRETARY

The Council shall appoint a County Ecumenical Secretary whose terms, duties and conditions are to be set out in formal documents, to be reviewed annually. The Secretary shall be responsible to the Chair of CTS.

 INTERPRETATION OF AND CHANGES TO THIS CONSTITUTION

Apart from The Basis, this Constitution may be amended by the Annual Meeting provided that such amendments have been ratified by the Council in advance. In the event of any dispute in the interpretation of this Constitution, the ruling of the President shall be final and binding.

March 1999.

APPENDIX 1

CHURCH LEADERS FOR THE COUNTY

The Methodist Chairman of the Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District.

The Moderator of the West Midlands Province of the United Reformed Church

The Commander of the Birmingham Division of the Salvation Army

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Shrewsbury

The Anglican Bishop of Lichfield

The Anglican Bishop of Hereford

The Anglican Bishop of Shrewsbury

The Anglican Bishop of Ludlow

The General Superintendent of the West Midlands Area of the Baptist Union.

The Moderator of the Shropshire Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of Wales.

A further senior representative from within Shropshire from each of the Christian organisations

represented by the leaders above, and

Two representatives of those Monthly Meetings of the Society of Friends which include Shropshire.

