The Constitution of Churches Together in Nottinghamshire

Agreed in Council of CTN at their AGM, October 9th, 2004.

1. Introduction

Churches Together in Nottinghamshire includes representatives of those Churches and Christian bodies who have committed themselves to each other under God, and whose desire is to become more fully united in faith, communion, pastoral care and mission. It recognises that such unity is the gift of God.  

Members shall seek to share fully, hold in common and offer to the world those gifts which they have received and still hold in separation, recognising that in the unity we seek there will not be uniformity but legitimate diversity. They shall include those churches in Nottinghamshire whose leaders have signed the Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Covenant as well as others who wish to belong and who subscribe to the basis set out below. They shall endeavour to put into practice at all levels and in all places the move from co-operation to clear commitment to each other in search for the unity for which Christ prayed and in common evangelism and service to the world. This requires a shift in the thinking, feeling and action of the churches from ecumenism as an extra which absorbs energy to ecumenism as a dimension of all that we do, which releases energy through the sharing of resources.

2. Extent

Churches Together in Nottinghamshire shall cover the civic area of the County of Nottinghamshire. Within those county boundaries it includes 

· all or part of the Anglican Diocese of Southwell, 

· the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nottingham, 

· the Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam, 

· the Nottingham and Derby District of the Methodist Church,

· the Sheffield District of the Methodist Church, 

· the Nottinghamshire District of the East Midlands Synod of the United Reformed Church, 

· the Nottinghamshire District of the East Midlands Baptist Association, 

· and the Nottinghamshire District of the Salvation Army, East Midlands Division.

3. Aims and Objectives:

As Churches Together in Nottinghamshire we seek to unite in pilgrimage those Christian bodies in the Civic County of Nottinghamshire who thankfully acknowledge with us – 

· our common faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 

· our common calling to serve in God’s mission; 

· the diversity of our traditions and the different gifts each brings to our common life.

Confessing the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures; in obedience to God’s will and in the power of the Holy Spirit we commit ourselves:

· To seek a deepening of our communion with Christ and with one another in the Church which is His body; 

· To proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by our common witness and service in the world, to the glory of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
· To promote and seek by prayer and other appropriate ways the fullness of unity in the Church founded by Jesus Christ
4. Activities: 

· To act as the Intermediate (Sponsoring) Body for all existing Local Ecumenical Partnerships within the County of Nottinghamshire, providing support, guidance, encouragement and reviews.   

· To encourage and further the development of Local Covenants and Ecumenical Partnerships within the area.

· To advise congregations which wish to enter such Covenants and Partnerships.

· To maintain communication and share information with Councils of Churches and Churches Together groups in the County.

· To support and encourage Church Leaders and denominations in the living out of their Covenants. 

· To facilitate the ecumenical deployment of ministry, both lay and ordained, and the sharing of other resources.


5. Membership of the Council of Churches Together in Nottinghamshire
5.1. The appropriate Church leader for each denomination or their nominee: 

The Bishop of Nottingham

The Bishop of Southwell 

The Bishop of Hallam 

The Chairman of the Nottingham and Derby Methodist District

The Chairman of the Sheffield Methodist District

The Baptist Association Regional Minister

The Salvation Army Divisional Commander 

The URC Synod Moderator of the East Midlands

A Representative Leader from the Black Majority Churches

A Representative Leader from the Independent Churches

5.2. The Ecumenical Officer(s) for Nottinghamshire from each denomination specified below where such an appointment has been made: 

Baptist


Church of England


Methodist, Sheffield


Methodist, Nottingham and Derby


Roman Catholic, Nottingham Diocese


Roman Catholic, Hallam Diocese


Salvation Army 


URC


5.3. Further representatives as specified below, at least one of whom in each case shall be a lay person: 

Baptist Association 

a


b


Church of England 

a


b


Methodist Church 

a (Nottingham and Derby)

b (Nottingham and Derby)

c (Sheffield)

Roman Catholic Church 

a (Nottingham)

b (Nottingham)

c (Hallam) 

Salvation Army 

a


b


United Reformed Church

a


b


5.4. Two representatives of any Christian body in Nottinghamshire not listed above which is in membership of Churches Together in England at national level;

5.5. Two representatives of any County-wide Christian body which seeks membership, affirms the Basis and commits itself to promote the aims of Churches Together in Nottinghamshire;

5.6. The Ecumenical Development Officer for Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire: 

5.7.  The Area Secretaries for Nottinghamshire for Christian Aid and CAFOD:

5.8.  The Council shall have the power to co-opt up to five extra members to represent significant areas of ecumenical work (i.e. at local, county or other levels): 

	a
	d

	b
	e

	c
	


Note: 

CTE Forum members should be co-opted if they are not members of the Council already. 

5.9. The Chair or Vice-Chair of the County Ecumenical Officer’s Joint Management Committee
6. Officers:
The Council look to the constituent Denominations to provide active leadership by appointing in rota a Moderator and Vice Moderator from among their senior regional leadership. They shall serve for a period of two years from appointment at the AGM. 

The Council shall appoint a Secretary and Treasurer. Together with the Moderator and Vice Moderator, the Denominational Ecumenical Officers and the County Ecumenical Development Officer they shall form an executive Enabling Group.
7. Meetings:
There shall be a minimum of three “Churches Together in Nottinghamshire” meetings per year, with additional meetings arranged as and when necessary.

The first meeting held after 1st September in each year shall be the Annual General Meeting at which the Officers shall be elected and the contributions for the following year determined.
8. Annual General Meeting:
The Officers shall be elected or confirmed in post at this meeting. Audited accounts and other appropriate reports shall be presented at this meeting. Amendments to this Constitution may be made at the meeting if prior notice has been given and with the unanimous support of the member churches. 

9. Ecumenical Gatherings.
Regular County Ecumenical Gatherings shall be held in order to touch the wider constituency of the local churches. It is considered desirable that on these occasions all Church Leaders are present. 

10. Finance:
The denominations shall fund the Counties’ Ecumenical Development Officer and pay an annual contribution to the running costs of Churches Together in Nottinghamshire annually. Local Churches Together groupings shall be invited to pay an annual association fee. A budget shall be drawn up and agreed by the Council. The Accounts of the Council shall be audited in a manner approved by the Council.
Suggestions to Partner Churches when choosing representatives:
1.
Someone from the appropriate decision-making structures (e.g Synods, Councils etc.) 

2.
Someone from an area of local ecumenical work in the county. 

3.
Someone willing to attend the three council meetings a year and the annual Two Counties’ service. It would also be desirable that they are available to be a Link Person for at least one of the county’s Local Ecumenical Partnerships. 

4.
An indication of their term of office to them and the CTN Secretary would be helpful. 
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