CHURCHES TOGETHER NORTH THAMES CONSTITUTION

THE CONSTITUTION

1. NAME

Churches Together North Thames is an ecumenical grouping covering the London boroughs of Barnet, Brent, Camden, Ealing, Enfield, Haringey, Harrow and Hillingdon.

2. BASIS

Churches Together North Thames serves those churches in its area which, uniting in pilgrimage and acknowledging God’s revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures; and, in obedience to God’s will and at the power of the Spirit, commit themselves

· to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is His body

· to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit

3. MEMBERSHIP

Any application for membership shall be subject to ratification by the Church Leaders acting as Enabling Group. A new application for full membership may be entertained from

(a) any Church, Association of Churches, Council of Churches or Local Ecumenical Partnership which accepts the basis

(b) any Church or Association of Churches which on principle has no credal statements and therefore cannot formally subscribe to the basis, provided that it satisfies the Enabling Group that it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and is committed to the aims and purposes of Churches Together North Thames.

4. ASSOCIATE STATUS

Churches or Associations of Churches who do not wish to seek membership or who cannot accept the basis, may apply for associate status. Applications for associate status shall be subject to ratification by the Church Leaders acting as Enabling Group.

5. CONGRESSES

Churches Together North Thames shall have power to sponsor Ecumenical Congresses for Christians from all or part of the CTNT area for the following purposes

· to engage in worship and discussion

· to recommend to member churches such matters as it believes should be addressed jointly

· to support and encourage local ecumenism in the area.
6. CHURCH LEADERS (ENABLING GROUP and sponsoring body)

The Church Leaders of the denominations who are members of CTE (see appendix 1) shall meet not less than three times a year to take counsel, pray, plan and implement together. Leaders unable to attend a meeting may appoint a designated deputy.

The Church Leaders shall be responsible for the functions of the Enabling Group/Sponsoring Body for CTNT which they may delegate to others. These functions shall include

1. Taking initiatives on new ecumenical projects and ways of working.

2. Encouraging and promoting local ecumenism through Churches Together/Councils of Churches in the area.

3. Being a means of communication between Churches Together in England, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and the local bodies and facilitating communication within the area.

4. Encouraging links between Churches Together/Councils of Churches and Borough Deans networks, the London Churches Group for Social Action and other London-wide ecumenical bodies.

5. Drawing attention of denominational authorities to issues of ecumenical significance which require their consideration.

6. Encouraging the establishment of Local Ecumenical Partnerships and taking responsibility for their designation in consultation with the appropriate denominational authorities.

7. Reviewing (normally every five years) each Local Ecumenical Partnership in the area with reference to its objectives.

8. Ensuring that theological issues raised by ecumenical sharing are examined.

7. ECUMENICAL OFFICER

CTNT shall have power to appoint an Ecumenical Officer to service CTNT. The job description for the Ecumenical Officer is attached as appendix 2. 

APPENDIX 1

CTE MEMBER CHURCHES

The Baptist Union of Great Britain

Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches

The Church of England

Church of Scotland
(in England)

Congregational Federation
Coptic Orthodox
Council of African & Caribbean Churches

Council of Oriental Orthodox Churches

Ichthus Christian Fellowship

Independent Methodist Churches 
International Ministerial Council
of Great Britain

Joint Council 
for Anglo-Caribbean Churches

Lutheran Council 
of Great Britain
The Methodist Church

The Moravian Church

New Testament Assembly

Oecumenical Patriarchate
(Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain)

Religious Society of Friends 
Roman Catholic Church 
Russian Orthodox Church
The Salvation Army

The United Reformed Church

Wesleyan Holiness Church

Observer:
Seventh Day Adventist Church

APPENDIX 2

JOB DESCRIPTION 

ECUMENICAL OFFICER

CHURCHES TOGETHER NORTH THAMES

1. The Ecumenical Officer (EO) assists the churches in their united mission to and service among the people who live and work in the boroughs of Brent, Ealing, Harrow, Hillingdon, Barnet, Camden, Enfield and Haringey.
2. The EO is accountable to Churches Together North Thames (CTNT), through the Convener of CTNT in the first instance, and has a support group appointed by CTNT. 
3. The EO reports to CTNT when they meet, is ready to give them specialist advice on ecumenical matters, and produces an Annual Report which forms the basis of appraisal and forward planning of the work.

4. The EO is normally Secretary to CTNT which are responsible for:

a. Exercising oversight of LEPs and Local Covenants;

b. Organising regular reviews;

c. Keeping contact with Local Ecumenical Groups;

d. Stimulating ecumenical initiatives at a local level.

5. The EO maintains an accurate database of LEPs in the boroughs and communicates changes to Churches Together in England.

6. The EO is principal co-ordinator of any sub-groups formed by CTNT and is, ex-officio, a member of any sub groups, though with consent of CTNT may delegate these tasks to another person.

7. The EO monitors the planning strategy of the churches insofar as it touches upon Christian unity, is available to be invited and attends Synods, Councils and equivalent decision-making gatherings of the churches, where appropriate to the ecclesiology of each church, in the boroughs.
8. The EO acts as adviser to Local Ecumenical Groups in the boroughs and maintains contact with the Ecumenical Borough Deans. 
9. The EO, working through the communications officers of the denominations, seeks to encourage the dissemination of publicity for the churches in the boroughs in their ecumenical plans and actions.

10. The EO acts as the principal link between CTNT, Local Ecumenical Groups and LEPs in the boroughs, and the national instruments, Churches Together in England and Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

11. The EO seeks to make contact with new Christian bodies and to develop relations with all Christian bodies so as to help them develop an ecumenical awareness and encourage them to participate ecumenically in the mission of the churches in the boroughs. 

12. The EO develops and shares with others a working knowledge of the theology and praxis of ecumenism.

13. The EO takes initiatives, after appropriate consultation, on behalf of CTNT.
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