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Purpose:

CTAL exists as a tool to assist in the building of a single visible Christian presence within historic Lincolnshire, embracing the diversity of spiritual insight of all Christian traditions, and seeking the truth into which the Holy Spirit leads Christ’s disciples.

Ownership:

CTAL exists because of a Covenant signed on 10 November 1990 between the leaders of six major Christian denominations serving historic Lincolnshire (Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, United Reformed, Salvation Army). The Covenant was also signed by a representative of the Lincolnshire Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.

Availability:

CTAL exists as a means for uniting in pilgrimage 

a) both those Christian denominations in the area which acknowledge God’s revelation in Christ and  confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, 


b) and those non-credal bodies who, by their full participation in the purpose of CTAL, demonstrate their values through their actions.

In obedience to God’s will and in the power of the Holy Spirit, all users will have committed themselves

· to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body, and

· to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world,

to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Functions:

1. Structural: 

To be the mechanism by which the main Christian traditions, in the context of historic Lincolnshire, continue the ‘inter-church process’ by which they acknowledge that they are ‘Called to be One’ and have moved from competition, through co-operation, to active commitment to each other and to God for the sake of his Kingdom.

The CTAL Executive has special responsibilities as the ‘Ecumenical Sponsoring Body’ whose task is:

· cherishing and renewing existing Local Ecumenical Partnerships and fostering new ones

· renewing the vision of local Christian communities as they work together

· encouraging attitudes which allow Christian communities of different traditions in a locality to be seen as a single visible Christian presence bearing witness to faith, hope and love in Jesus Christ

· encouraging denominations to dismantle traditional practices and stereotyping which inhibit the growth of a common life and frustrate God’s reconciling purposes

2. Developmental:

a) To extend and diversify the mission of Christ’s disciples as they work together in order to communicate Christ’s Good News in the public domain and within the full breadth and complexity of modern society – the whole of God’s people engaged in the whole of God’s mission in the whole of God’s world. 

The Christian traditions covenanted through CTAL support work jointly as follows: 

· through local media

· through involvement with Regional Assemblies, local authorities and other agencies serving the public

· through ministry in colleges, schools, prisons and hospitals

· in the face of crisis in agriculture and rapid changes within industry

· through links with Christ’s Church overseas

· through involvement with aid and development agencies and issues of justice, peace and the integrity of creation

     b) To enable the Christian traditions to discern new possibilities for ecumenical mission and make their distinctive contribution to this common purpose and to discover and affirm where God is calling Christian disciples into communities of faith and engagement in new contexts.

The covenanting Churches have provided resources through the appointment of an Ecumenical Development Officer for Mission and Unity to facilitate this

· by encouraging Christians in their different traditions to discover the new things God is doing both within their tradition and elsewhere

· by encouraging new ways of being ‘church’

· helping Christians in pioneering situations to develop appropriate networks with each other

· by helping them test their faithfulness in discipleship

· by helping them find functional structures

· by helping the historic denominations to live with the provisionality 

Note from JGC:

This does not yet meet the requirement from the last meeting of CTAL for something simpler and shorter!

Perhaps this is because we do not yet have a sufficiently clear vision about why we want CTAL as a tool in the first place!


