
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HEREFORDSHIRE

Constitution

1 Purpose

Churches Together in Herefordshire exists to oversee and encourage the activities of the local Councils of Churches and of the Sponsoring Bodies of each Local Ecumenical Partnership within Herefordshire. Its business will be guided by an Ecumenical Council comprising the five Church Leaders listed below (one of whom, or his/her approved nominee, shall be elected as Chairman for a term not exceeding three years) and two other people nominated by the appropriate authority within the respective denominations. Its Secretary shall be the County Ecumenical Officer and a Vice-Chairman shall be appointed from among the Herefordshire based denominational representatives.

The functions of the Ecumenical Council shall include the receiving of reports on local ecumenical activities, the consideration of objectives and programmes of the local agencies, the exchange and information of ideas, the initiation of new Local Ecumenical Partnerships and Councils of Churches, and the securing of financial resources to support its own activities. The Council shall meet at least twice in every year.

2 Local Churches Council

The Ecumenical Council shall make arrangements for the establishment of a Herefordshire Local Churches Council, comprising two representatives of each local Council of Churches and members of the Standing Committee described in Clause 5. A Chairman shall be appointed from among its membership and it shall appoint its own Secretary. This body shall meet at least twice in every year.

3 Local Sponsoring Bodies

The Ecumenical Council shall make arrangements for the establishment for each Local Ecumenical Partnership of a Local Sponsoring Body comprising one lay and one ordained person (not being members of a congregation within the Partnership) appointed by the appropriate body of each denomination in membership of the Ecumenical Council, together with a member of that Council. The Ecumenical Council shall appoint the Chairman and Secretary of each of the Sponsoring Bodies, and it shall be permissible for the Sponsoring Body to be given oversight of more than one Local Ecumenical Partnership. Each of these bodies would probably need to meet at least three times in every year.

4 Herefordshire Ecumenical Forum

At least once in every year the Chairman of the Ecumenical Council shall convene a Forum comprising the members of the bodies listed in the preceding paragraphs for common counsel.

5 Standing Committee

The Ecumenical Council shall appoint one representative from each denomination from among its own membership, one of whom shall be its Vice Chairman who shall be the Chairman of the Standing Committee. The Secretary of the Ecumenical Council shall also be the Secretary of its Standing Committee.

6 The Church Leaders shall be:
The Bishop of Hereford, the Archbishop of Cardiff, the Moderator of the United Reformed Church West Midlands Province, the General Superintendent of the Baptist Union West Midland Area, and the Chairman of the Methodist Church Birmingham District.
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