DRAFT CONSTITUTION
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GUERNSEY

1
BASIS
Churches Together in Guernsey unites in pilgrimage those churches in Guernsey which, acknowledging God’s revelation in Christ, confess to the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and, in obedience to God’s will and in the power of the Holy Spirit, commit themselves

· to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body; and

· to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service

      in the world to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2
AIMS
The aims of Churches Together in Guernsey shall be:

a) to enable the churches, as pilgrims together, to explore the Christian faith together, to develop mutual relationships, to seek common mind, and to make decisions together

b) to encourage churches to worship, pray and reflect together on the nature and purpose of the Church (one body) in the light of its mission, each individual church sharing with the others the treasures of its tradition and thus learning from each other.
c) to enable the churches to live and share the Gospel, to evangelize together and to take further steps towards fuller unity.

d) to enable the churches to respond to the needs of society and to witness to the Gospel together.

3
AREA
Churches Together in Guernsey aims to serve an area coterminous with the Island of Guernsey.

4
RELATIONSHIPS
Churches Together in Guernsey is in association with the Channel Islands Ecumenical Sponsoring Body.(?)
5
MEMBERSHIP

Membership of Churches Together in Guernsey shall be open to

a) any local church in the area which is affiliated to a church or association of churches which is a full member of Churches Together in England (Note 1)and

b) any other local church in the area which affirms the Basis and commits itself to promote the aims of Churches Together in Guernsey and

c) any local church which on principle has no credal statements in its tradition and therefore cannot formally subscribe to the statement of faith in the Basis, provided that it satisfies 75% in number of those full Member Churches which subscribe to the Basis, that it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and it is committed to the aims and purposes of Churches Together in Guernsey and that it will work in the spirit of the Basis. (Note 2)
d) any association, network, movement or ecumenical partnership which brings together Christians of different denominations in the area for purposes congruent with the aims of Churches Together in Guernsey.
6
OFFICERS

Churches Together in Guernsey shall have three joint Presidents, namely the Dean, the Roman Catholic Dean and the President of the Free Church Council (or Superintendent of the Methodist Church): to advise on theological points and to ensure that there is full and fair representation on the Executive.

A Chairman and Vice-Chairman, an Honorary Treasurer and an Honorary Secretary to be elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Ordinary Meeting. Officers shall serve for an initial period of 3 years and may be re-elected if willing to serve for one further period not exceeding 3 years (?).

7
ORDINARY MEETING

a)     The Ordinary Meeting shall consist of the clergy and ministers and one lay 

         person appointed from each member church.

b)     The Ordinary Meeting may co-opt others; such co-options not exceeding 25 % of 

        the total number of representatives appointed by the Member Churches.
c)     The Ordinary Meeting shall meet not less than 4 times annually .The summer

        meeting shall be the Annual Meeting at which the audited accounts shall be 

        presented, officers elected, annual reports submitted and policy and initiatives

       for the year decided.
d)   The attendance by at least one representative of at least half of the Member

      churches shall constitute a quorum (?)

8
EXECUTIVE

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Officers elected under Clause 6.
The committee shall co-opt clerical or lay representatives to ensure adequate

denominational representation or to assist in specific discussions. It shall be responsible for organising the work of the Council and shall meet as deemed necessary throughout the year other than at full Council meetings. The joint presidents shall at all times ensure full and fair representation on the Council Executive.

9
FINANCE

Each participating church shall be asked to make an annual contribution to the expenses of the Churches Together, the amount to be fixed at the Annual Meeting.(?)
A bank account opened in the name of Churches Together in Guernsey shall be operated by three designated signatories, any two of whom may sign cheques.
10
CONSTITUTION

The Constitution and any subsequent amendment to it requires the approval of 

75% of the Member Churches, acting through their normal decision-making 
bodies.
11
REVIEW
It is intended that Churches Together reflect the developing life of the Christian Churches as they continue their pilgrimage together. From time to time (at least every three years) a Review Group shall be appointed by the member churches in consultation with the Ecumenical Officer for the Channel Islands to report on the progress of the pilgrimage and to make proposals for desirable changes.(?)
12
AUDITOR / INDEPENDENT EXAMINER
The Executive Committee shall employ the services of an independent examiner.

NOTES

1 As at June 2002 the full members of Churches Together in England were –

Baptist Union of Great Britain

Cherubim and Seraphim Council of Churches

Church of England

Church of Scotland

Congregational Federation

Council of African & Afro-Caribbean Churches

Council of Oriental Orthodox Christian Churches

Oecumenical Patriarchate (Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain)

Ichthus Christian Fellowship

Independent Methodist Churches

International Ministerial Council of Great Britain

Joint council of Anglo-Caribbean Churches

Lutheran Council of Great Britain

Methodist Church

Moravian Church

New Testament Assembly

Religious Society of Friends

Roman Catholic Church
Russian Orthodox Church

Salvation Army

United Reformed Church

Wesleyan Holiness Church

Churches Together in England is open to receive applications for membership from other churches. Some local churches, which will on principle be unwilling to become a member of a national body because of their understanding of the church as local, may be willing to become members of local Churches Together.

2
Upon its inauguration Churches Together in England welcomed the Religious Society of Friends under this clause.

