Forum 2015, 28-30 Sept 2015 at The Hayes, Swanwick, Derbyshire
‘Churches Listening Together’ was the theme of Forum 2015, highlighting the idea that we can learn through listening. Knowledge leads to understanding. We can learn about one another by listening together to one another. This theme was clearly stated in the Welcome Session on the first day and it set a positive tone for the whole Forum. 
Within this positive atmosphere there was an emphasis on what we share and how to use it for mission and for worship, rather than discussing differences and how to overcome them. 
The themes of ‘unity without uniformity’ and ‘differences without divisions’ were echoed by various speakers. Diversity is reflected in the growth of CTE’s membership from 16 to now 43, a tangible rainbow of Christian life. 
Words from Galatians 5 were quoted, ‘it is for freedom that Christ has set us free.’ 

Positively phrased questions were asked of panel members from various churches, such as ‘What do you value about your church?’ These questions drew forth points others identified with such as Christocentric life and love and respect for Scripture. Bishop Eric Brown, the CTE Pentecostal President, urged, ‘keep the Word of God central.’ 
David Cornick, the General Secretary of Churches Together in England. said that by some ‘diversity’ may be viewed as ‘fragmentation’ and the rainbow of Christian life as ‘disunity’.

David Cornick quoted from Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium that ‘unity is achieved whilst walking.’ That idea of ‘walking,’ of being on a journey, was taken up by others, and seen as a valued contribution by the Pope.
This Hymn refrain based on Ephesians was sung between speakers’ contributions: ‘No more strangers as we walk’. God dwells in his church; His presence is in His people. We were urged to ‘go on walking together.’ The idea of being led by the Holy Spirit was expressed. Relationships was offered as one of the priorities, especially relationships and friendships in prayer. One of the projects reported was a Birmingham CT website for communication and connection.
Forum 2015 was structured to enable listening to two particular Christian traditions : 

· the Orthodox Churches, who are not widely understood or encountered, and

· Pentecostal Churches, who have grown in recent times.
The declared aim of these sessions was to enable delegates to understand and encounter these traditions, their richness, and what they bring to the ecumenical journey. A short background paper on each tradition was circulated in advance. We heard that Orthodoxy is Trinitarian, Scriptural, Apostolic, and looks to the saints, especially Mary. The experience of the Holy Spirit was mentioned by Pentecostals, who see their church being a Spirit led church 

Another opportunity for listening which was a unique feature of Forum 2015 was the testimony given by a team of twelve young people who had gone together to a week long event called ‘Welcome to Paradise’. Their enthusiasm was uplifting.
In the final session called Gathering Up, three threads were mentioned:
· ecumenism is iterative rather than linear so there is a need to repeat and reiterate, to grow and walk forward,
· unity is indispensable today, 

· old ideas of churches are out dated.

We need unity for mission. Unity serves mission, and mission and service go together, for the good of all. It was suggested that a way forward was to work for unity to strengthen the message we proclaim. The hope was voiced that ‘what unifies us is greater than what separates us’.

About 38 of the 250+ delegates were Catholics from the various dioceses in England and Wales. Bishop Paul Hendricks and Fr. John O’Toole, the national Roman Catholic ecumenical officer, led us at an hour long denominational meeting. Cardinal Vincent Nichols was present for one afternoon and offered Holy Mass the following morning which was attended by many from other denominations. 
From Mary Ann James, 

Roman Catholic EO Plymouth Diocese

