
Appendix 5
1. GMCT Boundaries 
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The boundary of Greater Manchester Churches Together is contiguous with the county of Greater Manchester within the North West region of England. GMCT is bounded by five other intermediate bodies: Churches Together in Lancashire (north), West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council (East), Churches Together in Derbyshire and Churches Together in Cheshire (South) and Churches Together in the Merseyside Region (West).
2. Greater Manchester
 
Greater Manchester is a metropolitan county in North West England, with a population of 2.6 million. It encompasses one of the largest metropolitan areas in the United Kingdom and comprises ten metropolitan boroughs: Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, Wigan, and the cities of Manchester and Salford. Greater Manchester was created on 1 April 1974 as a result of the Local Government Act 1972.
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Greater Manchester spans 493 square miles (1,277 km2). It is landlocked and borders Cheshire (to the south-west and south), Derbyshire (to the south-east), West Yorkshire (to the north-east), Lancashire (to the north) and Merseyside (to the west). There is a mix of high density urban areas, suburbs, semi-rural and rural locations in Greater Manchester, but overwhelmingly the land use is urban. It has a focused central business district, formed by Manchester city centre and the adjoining parts of Salford and Trafford, but Greater Manchester is also a polycentric county with ten metropolitan districts, each of which has at least one major town centre and outlying suburbs. The Greater Manchester Urban Area is the third most populous conurbation in the UK, and spans across most of the county's territory.

For the 12 years following 1974 the county had a two-tier system of local government; district councils shared power with the Greater Manchester County Council. The county council was abolished in 1986, and so its districts (the metropolitan boroughs) effectively became unitary authority areas. However, the metropolitan county has continued to exist in law and as a geographic frame of reference, and as a ceremonial county, has a Lord Lieutenant and a High Sheriff. Several county-wide services were co-ordinated through the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities up until April 2011, when the Greater Manchester Combined Authority was established as the strategic county-wide authority for Greater Manchester, taking on functions and responsibilities for economic development, regeneration and transport.

Before the creation of the metropolitan county, the name SELNEC was used for the area, taken from the initials of "South East Lancashire North East Cheshire". Greater Manchester is an amalgamation of 70 former local government districts from the former administrative counties of Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshire, West Riding and eight independent county boroughs.
3. History

Greater Manchester Churches Together succeeds the work of the Greater Manchester Ecumenical Council and, prior to that, the Manchester and District Council of Churches. Ecumenical working across Greater Manchester has been a feature of church life since at least 1917 and many denominations began to work together locally before they joined the then British Council of Churches. Many Councils of Churches across the county met on a Borough-wide basis.

GMCT is a registered charity constituted in 1965 with the object 'to promote mutual understanding and fellowship among the Churches which accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour'
. Today it employs a full time Ecumenical Development Officer (whose employment documentation is attached as Appendix 1), a part-time Further Education Chaplaincy Development Officer (whose funding ceases on 1 September 2011) and a part-time Administrative Secretary.















� 	Source: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Manchester" ��Wikipedia�


� 	Charity number: � HYPERLINK "http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=503258&SubsidiaryNumber=0" ��503258�. The link goes to the Charity Commission website.
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