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SHARED BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS GOVERNED BY SHARING AGREEMENTS UNDER THE SHARING OF CHURCH BUILDINGS ACT, 1969

A Sharing Agreement enables a church to use another church's building as if it were its own - i.e. its own worship styles and practice are fully allowable.

Usually, an existing building already owned by one of the partner churches will remain vested in that church.  Most Sharing Agreements specify the creation of a Joint Council with specific responsibilities for the maintenance of the building and the management of any residual or further loans for its construction.  This will comprise an equal number of representatives from each partner church.  Its task is to decide matters relating to the management and care of the building and the raising of capital money to be spent on major works or extensions.  However, when the building is for a single congregation LEP, the Sharing Agreement can be worded so as to designate the Ecumenical Church Council to have this responsibility.
There should always be a Sharing Agreement on a new church building which is planned ecumenically from the start.  The maximum number of denominations should be encouraged to be partners, thus giving greatest flexibility of use.  Capital money from any partner denomination can legally be put into a building covered by a Sharing Agreement.  The arrangements for financing of day to day upkeep should reflect the amount of use being made of the building and may also take into account the size or ability to pay of the respective congregations.  These matters need to be handled sensitively and realistically.

It is possible to have ‘mirror image' Sharing Agreements on two or more buildings in the locality.  In some rural areas this has been done to enable flexibility of use with the seasons, so that, for example, worship in a variety of traditions is held in summer in the parish church and in winter in the Methodist chapel.  Sharing Agreements may also be made in respect of a church hall or a minister's house.  The latter will be especially appropriate where ministry alternating between the partner denominations is envisaged.

NB: Many churches allow other congregations to use all or part of their premises on a regular basis.  There is sometimes reluctance on the part of either the ‘host' or the ‘guest' church to sign a Sharing Agreement.  If regular shared use is envisaged - particularly if the ‘guest' church does not have access to any other building for worship - a Sharing Agreement is strongly advocated.
  Having a Sharing Agreement puts the ‘guest' church into a stronger position than may be afforded by a tenancy or by a so called informal arrangement to use the premises between certain hours each week.  Often, a Sharing Agreement will lead to the development of closer working between the partner churches which may in time come to be expressed in a covenanted partnership or a single congregation partnership.  On the other hand, Sharing Agreements have written in to them a way in which they can be terminated if necessary.

A list of those Churches to which the Act originally applied is set out in Chapter 12 of Under the Same Roof.  The latest list is found in Ecumenical Notes at 04.09.  Other member Churches of the national ecumenical instruments may apply to the Secretary of the Group for Local Unity, who handles applications to come under the terms of the Act, a procedure called ‘gazetting’.  Other bodies authorised under the 1969 Act to gazette their member Churches are the Evangelical Alliance and the British Evangelical Council, now called Affinity.  Where sharing is envisaged not under the Sharing of Church Buildings Act, 1969, sensitivity and responsibility on both sides are still vital.

Without a Sharing Agreement only Anglican clergy can take weddings in Anglican buildings.  Similarly without a Sharing Agreement Anglicans cannot take weddings in non-Anglican churches.  Once a Sharing Agreement is in place, the local superintendent registrar should be approached to secure registration and authorisation for marriages according to the practice of all the partner churches.  If one of the ‘guest' partners is Anglican, the bishop will normally license the building for Anglican marriages.

Sharing Agreements are entered into by the partner churches and the documentation does not require the formal agreement of the Sponsoring Body.  However, in most cases, the Secretary of the Sponsoring Body will be involved in an advisory capacity and may even have a model wording on computer.  The Sponsoring Body should be kept informed of progress of draft Sharing Agreements and check that they are formally registered.  A copy of the registered Sharing Agreement should be lodged with the Secretary of the Sponsoring Body as well as with the appropriate authority within each partner church.

� .  See Under the Same Roof: Guidelines to the Sharing of Church Buildings Act, 1969, CCBI 1994.


� See The Sharing and Sale of Church Buildings: Report of a Working Party, CTE 1994, and �HYPERLINK "http://www.churches-together.net/Articles/61504/Churches_Together_in/Local_Ecumenism/Ecumenical_Notes/4_SHARING_CHURCH.aspx"��Sharers, Guests or Tenants?� The sharing of Church buildings in the Multi-Cultural City, CTE 2000.





