01.02   CONCEPT AND DEFINITION OF A LOCAL ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP


"A Local Ecumenical Partnership is defined as existing ‘where there is a formal written agreement affecting the ministry, congregational life, buildings and/or mission projects of more than one denomination: and a recognition of that agreement by the Sponsoring Body, and authorisation by the appropriate denominational authorities.'"  

This definition has been agreed unanimously by the Churches represented on the Group for Local Unity of Churches Together in England and has been operative from 1 June 1995.  The decision to change the name of LEPs from Local Ecumenical Projects to Local Ecumenical Partnerships followed a strong call from the Local Ecumenical Project Consultation held in the spring of 1994.  The change of name affirms the fact that LEPs are now an accepted and valued part of the ecumenical life of England.

Areas of Ecumenical Experiment were set up in the late 1960s.  The name Local Ecumenical Project began to be used in the 1970s and towards the end of that decade the term Local Covenant was introduced to describe a particular form of LEP which might include Roman Catholics as full partners.
  

There are many forms of ecumenical co-operation.  Indeed, one of the realisations that has dawned over the last few years is that, while some forms of church co-operation will develop their commitment and become Partnerships, for others this will not be an appropriate step.  For example, it is better to be a good local "Churches Together" group than to be a half-hearted Partnership in the Congregations in Covenanted Partnership category.  Local Ecumenical Partnerships, like marriage, should not be entered lightly, but only after careful preparation and on the basis of long-term commitment.

For an LEP to exist, then, there must be:

· a formal written agreement by the local churches/chaplains/participants (depending on the category of  the Partnership)

· formal written authorisation by the appropriate denominational bodies in line with their provisions and  procedures

· formal recognition, ongoing liaison, support and review by the appropriate Sponsoring Body.

� See also Travelling Together p4f





