01.01 PREFACE

1.
Over 850 Local Ecumenical Partnerships have been formed since 1964 when the Nottingham Faith & Order Conference advocated setting up "areas of ecumenical experiment".

It is recognised that it is impossible and probably undesirable to produce a definitive document applicable to every kind and mix of local ecumenical partnership.  This booklet, therefore, offers GUIDELINES.  However, those guidelines incorporate the considered views of the main partner denominations and have been approved for publication by the Group for Local Unity, the Co-ordinating Group of Churches Together in England charged with furthering local unity in appropriate ways.

This publication supersedes Constitutional Guidelines for a Local Ecumenical Project - An Interim Document issued in 1993.  In particular it uses the new terminology - "partnership" instead of "project" - advocated by the Local Ecumenical Project Consultation held in March 1994 and subsequently endorsed by the Churches Together in England Member Churches.  It also uses the six categories accepted as appropriate working categories by the Member Churches most often involved in Local Ecumenical Partnerships.  A further revision of the guidelines for single congregation LEPs was made in 2006 but this was mainly in presentation rather than substance. It is important to note that there has been no change in the definition of a Local Ecumenical Partnership.

2
Since the 1993 Guidelines, Churches Together in England has published three handbooks: Travelling Together - a Handbook for LEPs (updated by the authors in 2004), This Growing Unity (on Intermediate Bodies, currently out of print and being revised) and Together Locally. The first two of these are valuable resources for those setting up Local Ecumenical Partnerships.

There have been significant advances, for example, the Draft Guidance Note re Buildings Subject to a Sharing Agreement - Responsibility for Regular Inspection (Group for Local Unity, January 1995), Diocesan Authorization for Ministers of Other Churches in LEPs (Council for Christian Unity 1995), 
Baptist/URC Agreed Guidelines for Baptismal Policy in LEPs, 1996.

Much of this present publication is concerned with Local Ecumenical Partnerships in Categories 1 and 2 - Single Congregation Partnerships and Churches in Covenanted Partnerships.  Those pursuing the possibility of a Sharing Agreement under the Sharing of Church Buildings Act, 1969, (Category 3) are referred to Under the Same Roof - Guidelines to the Sharing of Church Buildings Act, 1969, published by CCBI/CTE/CYTUN in 1994.

Partnerships falling in Categories 4,5 and 6 - Chaplaincy, Mission and Education Partnerships - do not have an obvious ‘congregation' constituency or else have an ever-changing one.  They comprise such a wide variety of situations, many of which relate to a wider than local level, each situation must be looked at individually.  However some basic guidance and detailed examples are given.

The whole scene is still developing and this publication should be regarded as advising on best practice at the time of publication.  Any suggestions for changes should be sent to:

The Secretary, The Churches Group for Local Unity,

Churches Together in England,

27 Tavistock Square,

London WC1H 9HH

� See Travelling Together Appendix 5, p107ff





